
литического процесса во многом - результат преобладания внешней информации 
над внутренней. Это провоцирует различные незапланированные выступления на 
религиозно-национальной основе. 

Без сомнения, выход из создавшейся ситуации, направление политического про
цесса в русло прогнозируемое - задача практической политологии. Но без осмысле
ния проблемы на теоретическом уровне эта проблема не может быть решена. Более 
того, в рамках традиционной политологии в последнее время наметилась тенденция 
к осознанию и признанию информационной сущности политического процесса. 
Роль информации жизни человеческого общества на современном этапе огромна. И 
если информация определяет поведение людей во многих сферах, т о нет причин 
игнорировать сферу политического. Напротив, это может стать предметом исследо
вания не только политологии, но и коммуникативистики, социологии, антрополо
гии и многих дисциплин гуманитарного цикла, что, без сомнения, обогатит совре
менное научное знание и поможет сделать на практике политический процесс про-
шозируемым. 
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F O U R T H G E N E R A T I O N W A R F A R E A N D 

T H E C L A S H O F C I V I L I S A T I O N S 

Introduction 
T h e world after the 11 September 2001 attacks on the United States mainland has left 

an increasingly divided and dangerous wor ld It has also raised many questions about how 
and w h y this situation has come a b o u t This paper is designed to address two aspects of the 
current Global War O n Terrorism, one of them looks at the nature of the conflict processes 
and the other is focussed upon issues related to culture and legitimacy. Culture and identity 
are essentia] elements to humanity, the importance and significance of these elements 
becomes even more elevated during t imes of conflict as groups seek to more clearly define 
w h o they are and what they stand for. For groups under physical threat, identity and culture 
are used as rallying points for their members . 

1 ricre is a complicated tangle of issues in the world, which have a tendency to seem 
blurred and indistinct to the unobservant This will present a significant problem as a clear 



and accurate assessment and understanding is needed in order to apply the appropriate 
remedy. It is therefore necessary to under issues and considerations, such as perception and 
identity and what they enta i l It is the aim of this paper to try and dernonstrate the 
antagonism and counter-productivity, which results from using an inappropriate theoretical 
lens as a tool to understand a conflict 

In 1993 Samuel Huntington published his famous work - The Clash of Civilisations -
which aroused (and still does) much debate about the sphere of inter-civilisational relations 
around the globe. In addition to seeking to examine this phenomenon it also sought to give 
a warning of an mter-civiibational clash, unless something should change in how world 
politics was w a g e d One of the civilisations that was specifically identified as being likely 
to clash with the Western civilisation was the Islamic civilisation. 

Warfare has evolved in terms of weapons and tactics over the centuries. The types o f 
war that have been seen in the wake of World War T w o differ from the battles before. In 
1989 a group of researchers announced what they termed as being Fourth Generation 
Warfare (4GW). This kind of warfare differed from its predecessors in a number o f ways; 
it is decentralised in terms of command and logistics, physical fighting is no longer the 
primary activity and goal o f the insurgent forces, the use of terrorism and propaganda plays 
an integral par t 

H o w do these two seemingly disparate pieces then come together, within the 
framework of the current Global War O n Terrorism? It can be argued that the Clash o f 
Civilisations theory is one that holds influence, which has the added effect that it can prove 
to be a somewhat self-fulfilling prophecy. The theory holds great emphasis on the issues of 
identity, culture and self-determination. These elements are also an important part of 
Fourth Generation Warfare. This type of warfare exists, where differences between 
opposing actors are highlighted in order to wage a war that is more based on the premises 
of spirituality and righteousness, rather than the mere application o f blunt military force. 
And this makes the word every bit as powerful, if not more so, than the wielding of a 
sword. 

The issue of perception and commitment is dealt with initially. This is used to try and 
establish what symbols and triggers will do to a community or group, in terms o f how it 
affects their outlook and behaviour to a certain event or issue. Identical events have 
different meanings and interpretations by different groups. These differences can then be 
exploited by shrewd political actors. 

Fourth Generation Warfare is the next topic for discussion. It is described physically 
and explained how this can impact upon the Global War On Terror (GWOT) . Identity is an 
important issue in this context, which forms the next theme undertaken, before moving on 
to the Clash of Civilisation theory. Different perspectives are taken on this theory, 
including pro and contra arguments being weighed. 

These theoretical considerations are then put to the test by looking at their potential and 
actual impact upon the G W O T in the Middle E a s t Problems that should have been 
predicted as being likely or at least possible have been missed and consequently 
opportunities los t This paper is then concluded with some suggestions as to some possible 
means of extricating the West from the current quagmire in which it has found itself. An 
appropriate metaphor for the circumstances described above is that; identity and 4 G W 
provide the means, and Clash of Civilisations theory is the fuse to keep the current conflict 
going. 

Perception and Commitment 
A phenomena in society that exists at the same t ime as a strength and a weakness, 



depending on the intentions of an actor is the role that rjerception plays. Reality, for all 
intents and purposes, is what is perceived to be the case, as people have a tendency to act 
on what they perceive to be reality, rather than what they know to be reality. Hence, a great 
deal o f effort goes into cultivating a particular reality in order to manipulate the appearance 
of the environment so that an agenda, which under other circumstances may not be so 
acceptable to the public, comes to be perceived as its salvation. 

There needs to be certain grounding conditions that help to provide a priming effect, 
which makes the intended public more susceptible to the provided cues. Among these 
conditions; the source needs to be trusted, the language and symbols used must be 
recognisable and current, if fear is used the source of fear must be something that can 
realistically occur and it must b e something that is likely to affect the audience that is being 
addressed. 

Very much related to the idea of perception and how it affects an individual or group 's 
behaviour, is the aspect of choice. At times choices may exist in reality, yet they are not 
perceived to be there. Such a circumstance tends to have a corralling effect on the 
perceived choices that remain, in effect having a tendency of enforcing conformist 
behaviour. Author of Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny, Amartya Sen notes a 
warning in the instance of this occurring. 

" I f choices do exist and yet it is assumed that they are not there, the use of reasoning 
may well be replaced by uncritical acceptance of the conformist behaviour, no matter how 
rejectable it may be. Typically, such cc^formism tends to have conservative implications, 
and works in the direction o f shielding old customs and practices from intelligent 
scrutiny." 1 

Sen goes on to argue that traditional inequalities and discrimination against other 
groups is able to be perpetuated by the acceptance of received beliefs without question. 
Because, if a belief in practices and identities is subjected to a rigorous examination, it is 
possible to expose the myths and fallacies. 

O n e of the problems in the current Global War On Terrorism (GWOT) , which very 
much relates to the issue o f rjerception and persuasion is the fact that the sender of a 
message needs to deliver a message which the intended audience can relate to and is in 
their language, and the sender of the message must also be credible as the message will 
lose all effect otherwise (no matter how good it is). This is a weakness that is well 
recognised by the political and military systems of the United States, which is backed up 
by attempts to mask the identity of them being the sender o f a number of messages that are 
destined for audiences in the Middle E a s t 

A recurring problem in the G W O T is the use o f contingent sweeping statements, which 
is when a broad statement rjertaining to one matter is linked to the necessity of certain 
preconditions. An excellent example of this occurred on 11 September 2006, marking the 
fifth anniversary of the September 11 attacks on the United States. President Bush, whilst 
outlining "a struggle for civilisation" that was taking place, linked security on the 
American mainland with a successful outcome (for American and coalition forces) in Iraq. 
He went on to state that: " T h e safety of America depends on the outcome of the battle in 
the streets of Baghdad. [...] If w e do not defeat our enemies now, [...] w e will leave our 
children to face a Middle East overrun by terrorist states and radical dictators armed with 
nuclear weapons ." 2 

1 Sen, A., Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny, New York, W. W. Norton & Co, 2006, p. 9 
2 Rutenbcrg, J. & Stolberg, G., In Primetime Address, Bush Says Safety of U.S. Hinges on Iraq, The New 
York Times, www.nytimes.com, 12 September 2006 

http://www.nytimes.com


There are a number of premises that this statement and assumption must rest on in 
order to be effective, and to muster will power and resolve in continuing the conflict in 
Iraq. Firstly, the element of fear must be present in the audience. In order for the use o f fear 
to be effective; 1) people must feel that the threat has a realistic probability of occurring, 
and 2) that the stated fear will touch and affect in some way the audience that is being 
addressed Another issue exists as well, assuming that an audience does take this address at 
face value and believe it, and the security situation in Iraq deteriorates, there could 
potentially be a flow-on effect among American citizens through anxiety or panic. 

In February 2007, the so-called 'The Surge ' was launched by the US military in Iraq in 
an effort to try and bring the violence and chaos under control. An extra 30, 000 troops 
were deployed to make this happen. There was an initial sharp rise in both civilian and 
military casualties accompanying ' T h e Surge ' , but one year after its implementation there 
has been a lot of enthusiasm about the results. 3 Major-General Rick Lynch, w h o was in 
charge of communications with Sunni leaders and persuading them to support the Iraqi 
government in 2005-06, highlights a number of perceptions and difficulties in fighting an 
insurgency. A key event noted by Lynch was the destruction of the Golden Mosque, which 
is revered by Shiites, and sparked off a rapid escalation in violence at a t ime when it 
seemed that matters were relatively stable. 

"Everything changed, the mission changed from transition to securing the population. 
[...] You can secure the population, but if they d o not perceive they are secure, you have 
not accomplished your mission. Tha t ' s where information operations become so 
important [...] We 've always said that the only way we are going to win this 
counterinsurgency fight in Iraq is through the people of Iraq. If they perceive security, they 
are going to move in the right direction." 4 

An old yardstick used for measuring success, which was counted in the amount of 
ordinance expended and the number o f enemy killed. This seems to be somewhat skewed, 
where Lynch notes the amount of aerial ordinance being used on insurgents. H e quoted 
some statistics from a battle that took place on January 10 ,2008 at Arab Jabor, when U. S. 
airpower dropped 4 0 , 0 0 0 pounds of bombs in 10 minutes to clear an insurgent position. 5 It 
is one of the goals of an insurgent force to try and trigger a disproportionate response to 
their actions, thereby alienating the populace, w h o invariably get caught in the middle. 

For instance, in November 2004 a senior US Army commander involved in planning 
the Falluja offensive and convinced o f its necessity. He visited the city after the offensive 
had taken place and said: " M y God, what are the folks who live here going to say when 
they see th i s? '6 The director of an Iraqi refugee centre, physician M a h a m m a d Haded, w h o 
was in Falluja during the offensive, stated "The city is today totally ru ined Falluja is our 
Dresden in Iraq... The population is full o f rage." (htrp://www.countercurrents.org/iraq-
awadl00305.htm) Criticism of the conduct o f offensive operations intended to clear 
insurgents from their strongholds also found its way into the mainstream press. One such 

1 Hurst, S. R. & Abdul-Zahra, Q., The US Troop Surge, A Year later, Associated Press Writers, Yahoo 
News, http://news.yahoo.com, 12 February 2008 
4 Tomlinson, C , Lynch: US 'Surge' Tipped Scales in Iraq, Associated Press, http://news.yahoo.com, 2 
February 2008 
5 Tomlinson, C , Lynch: US 'Surge' Tipped Scales in Iraq, Associated Press, http://news.yahoo.com, 2 
February 2008 
6 Burns, J. F., Getting Used to War as Hell, The New York Times, 
ht^://www.nytimes.coir^2006/06/04/weckinreview/04bums.htnil?ft^^&pagewanted=all, 4 June 2006 
From Media Lens Newsletter (electronic), Some Matter More - When 47 Victims Are Worth 43 Words, 
received 22 July 2008 
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story appeared in the United Kingdom newspaper, the Independent in July 2005: 
"The American army's use of its massive fire-power is so imrestrained that all U S 

military operations are in reality the collective punishment of whole districts, towns and 
cities." (Patrick Cockburn, 'We must avoid the terrorist trap,' The Independent, July 11, 
2 0 0 5 ) 7 

Results on the population as a result of the indiscriminate use of firepower, as one 
cannot use large 'precision weaponry ' in urban areas without a heavy loss of life, and loss 
of legitimacy in the forces responsible for i t A new approach to rounteimsurgency is 
needed to avoid those predictable results. The Commander of the Army ' s Combined Arms 
Centre, based at Fort Leavenworth in Kansas, Lt -General William B . Caldwell IV, 
announced a new army doctrine that was referred to as being the "blueprint to operate over 
the next 10 to 15 years." T h e significance of the departure in approach from the past was 
out l ined A tract from the manual went as follows: 

" Army doctrine now equally weights the tasks dealing with the population - stability or 
civil support - with those related to offensive and defensive operations. [...] Winning 
battles and engagements is important but alone is not sufficient Shaping the civil situation 
is jus t as important to success." 8 

T h e document does give recognition to a more fully encompassing approach to the 
problem. Such doctrine does however run the risk of being empty rhetoric, words that are 
not matched with action. 

T h e same can be said for anticipating the outcome of an upcoming, planned offensive 
military operation. War by its very nature is an unpredictable venture, whose uncertainties 
are weighted and measured by the use of probability. Needless to say, something that may 
be probable may not actually eventuate. Thus when pinning hopes and expectations on the 
outcome of a military operation, the outcome may not be what is predicted There have 
been plenty of examples throughout history, which point to this possibility (the defeat of 
Persia by the Greeks being jus t one example). So it came to be, that in late March 2008, 
President Bush declared that the Iraqi government ' s offensive against the Shiite militias 
shall prove to be a "defining moment in the history of a free Iraq." 9 The series of setbacks 
that followed the launching of the offensive, which proved incapable of dislodging the 
Shiite militias was an embarrassment, which did prove to be a 'defining moment ' . The 
reasons are explained later on in the work. 

Fourth Generation Warfare: A Description 
Insurgencies in the past have drawn inspiration from a number of sources, from 

guerrilla warfare that was practiced centuries ago in different parts of the Middle East 
through to M a o Zedong ' s Theory of a Protracted War.10 These approaches relied on 
military confrontation with the enemy and to wear down their opponent, often over a long 

7 From Media Lens Newsletter (electronic), Some Matter More - When 47 Victims Are Worth 43 Words, 
received 22 July 2008 
8 Gordon, M. R., After Hard-Won Ussons, Army Doctrine Revised, The New York Times, 
www.nytimes.com, 8 February 2008 
9 Iraq Offensive Backfires, Strengthening Radical Cleric, Opinion, USA Today, 
http://blogs.usatoday.coni/oped/2008/04/iraq-offensive.html, 2 April 2008 
1 0 Theory of the Protracted War envisaged three phases: 1) Strategic Defensive - where the main objective 
was to survive and build support for their cause. The government forces are stronger at this stage. 2) Strategic 
Stalemate an equilibrium among the opposing forces is established and guerrilla activity becomes essential. 
3) Strategic Offensive - insurgents gain the upper hand in military strength and engage in conventional 
operations against the enemy to destroy them. 
U.S. Army Counterinsurgency Handbook, Department of Defence, New York, Sky Horse Publishing, 2007, 
p. 1-6 

http://www.nytimes.com
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period of time. Military means were the primary tool. 
Technological development and use of weaponry has influenced tactics and the way 

that wars are fought This paper looks at Fourth Generation Warfare (4GW), but it is 
necessary to look at the preceding types of warfare in order to give 4 G W a con tex t 
Thereby explaining why this ' n e w ' type of warfare was developed and used. 

First Generation - saw the use of conscripted armies and the use of tactics of line and 
column in order to maximise firepower and to offset the deficiencies of using a conscript 
army. ITiis was developed in the age of the smoothbore muske t Ihe Napoleonic Wars are 
example of this type of warfare. 

Second Generation - developed in response to the development of weaponry and 
defences - rifled barrel, machine gun and indirect fire. It employed tactics of linear fire and 
movement and a reliance on indirect fire. The First World War before the 1918 Spring 
Offensive provides an example. 

Third Generation - as the result of technological deve lopment armies seek to bypass 
enemy forces by infiltration, rather than seeking to close with them and destroy them. Thus 
transforming т э т a war of attrition to a war of manoeuvre . 1 1 

4 G W was a concept developed by William S. Lind, Colonel Keith Nightengale, 
Captain John F. Schmitt, Colonel Joseph W. Sutton and Lieutenant Colonel Gary I. Wilson 
in a 1989 article in the Marine Corps Gazette. This type of warfare saw the state as an actor 
loose its monopoly on the maintenance and use of military forces. However, often a great 
disparity in firepower exists between the two sides. This situation forces the weaker side to 
adopt tactics that avoid the brunt of the overwhelming firepower available to their 
opponent Tactics used to achieve this include; secrecy, use of terror and confusion. 

A non-state 'entity' or terror group have the goal of trying to eventually implement 
their own government by overthrowing the existing one. This is done over a long period of 
time, in which they disorganise and cause their opponent to lose legitimacy in the minds of 
the local population. Organisationally speaking, war is decentralised and departing from 
large scale formation and small independent units. The goal is not to destroy the enemy 
through combat but to destroy them from the inside out, i.e. it is to cause the enemy to 
escalate the level of violence in order to crush the insurgency and wear them down 
gradually until they lose the will to fight In doing so, non-combatants are increasingly 
affected and become disenchanted with and alienated from the authorities. Things are 
made even more difficult for the government forces due to a blurred distinction between 
combatants and civilians, and no clearly defined field of bat t le . 1 2 

Elements to be found in a 4 G W conflict include the following; 
• High technology 
• Terrorism 
• Trans-national or non-national base o f operations 
• Culture of the enemy comes under attack 
• Presence of very sophisticated Psychological Warfare Operations, media 

manipulation is often the c o n d u i t 1 3 

" Lind, W. S., Colonel Nightengale, K., Captain Schmitt, J. F , Colonel Sutton J. W., and Lieutenant Colonel 
Wilson G. I., The Changing lace of War: Into the Fourth Generation, Marine Corps Gazette, October 1989, 
Pages 22-26, http://www.d-n-i.net/fcs/4th gen_war_gazette.htm 
1 2 1)Ibid. 
2) History, Fourth Generation Warfare, Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourth generation warfare, 
25 June 2008 
1 1 1) Elements, Fourth Generation Warfare, Wikipedia, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourth_generation warfare, 25 June 2008 
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A s stated above, the main tactic used is not direct physical confrontation with the 
enemy, but to rather wear down their will to fight over t ime. Thus the war becomes more 
of a war o f ideas and information. If it is to be an effective war, those ideas and information 
must be recognisable and appeal to the audience in question. Ideas that do not seem 
realistic o r are not comprehensible are rejected Therefore it is not only a war of ideas, but 
more precisely viable ideas that can capture the attention of the audience and hold it over 
time. Issues such as; accessibility of information, comprehension, culture, identity, history 
and trust worthiness of the source all become important factors when disseminating 
messages. 

The Problems o f Dealing With Identity 
T h e aspect of identity is what forms the 'br idge ' that connects, in some respects, the 

notion o f the 'Clash of Civilisations' with the prosecution of Fourth Generation Warfare. It 
has the potential to provide the means for such, by its very nature. As such, identity has the 
potential power to either facilitate conflict or as a means with which to prevent i t 

Identity is not only about h o w we see ourselves, but also where we place ourselves in 
the wider context of the society in which w e live. This self identification demonstrates 
what is important and dear to not only the individual, but also by the group to which they 
be long . 1 4 Any individual can hold a number o f different identities which are influenced by 
factors such as; friends and family, language, religion, politics, profession, class, gender, 
geographic origin, citizenship, where they live, affiliations with political, social or cultural 
organisations, and the list could continue. 

"In fact, w e are all constantly making choices, if only implicitly, about the priorities to 
be attached to our different affiliations and associations. The freedom to determine our 
loyalties and priorities between different groups to all of which w e belong is a peculiarly 
important liberty which w e have reason to recognise, value, and d e f e n d " 1 5 

A n individual can possess more than one identity at one given point in time. For 
instance, it is possible to identify oneself as an Iraqi, an Arab, Sunni Muslim, Baghdad 
resident and doctor. The choice o f identities that one chooses to attach to one ' s persona has 
an impact upon their world view. Those w h o choose to have a narrow selection that 
channels their self-perception and identity narrowly runs the risk of using identity in a 
destructive capacity, by dividing ' U s ' from ' T h e m ' (the Other). When this action is carried 
out, the Other can easily be manifested as being a threat to the ' U s ' g roup . 1 6 By having a 
broader sense o f identity or identities this enables an individual to more likely be able to 
have a broader sense of shared experience and empathy with and for others. 

A significant problem arises for an individual, group or organisation when they try and 
communicate their personal identity to others. In addition to the problems associated with 
communication, such as; the sender of the message should be credible, ideas and meaning 
should be comprehensible and relatable (to their experience) to the audience. Another 
matter is the issue of self-perception and perception, which may in fact diverge rather than 
converge in meaning. This is concisely expressed by Amartya Sen: "Indeed, sometimes w e 
may not even be fully aware h o w others identify us, which may differ from self-
percept ion." 1 7 

2) Lind, W. S, et. al., op cit 
1 See for instance: Tajfel, Henri (ed.), Social Identity and Intergroup Relations, Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press, 1982 
1 5 Sen, A., Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny, New York, W. W. Norton & Co, 2006, p. 5 
1 6 For more information on the subject, please refer to Sen, A., Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny, 
New York, W. W. Norton & Co, 2006, pp. 1-17 
1 7 Sen, A., op cit, p. 6 



In a destructive frame, differences between identities and threats (real or imagined) 
against an ' U s ' identity are used to provoke conflict A lot of this difference and other 
devices used rely on the element of perception, and certainly reality and perception can be 
different Extra and embellished negative traits are assigned to the identity labelled as being 
the enemy, it is an environment of emotion rather than reason, which has a tendency to 
cloud judgements that lead to actions and events. 

"Similarly, the role of reasoned choice needs emphasis in resisting the ascription of 
singular identities and the recruitment of foot soldiers in a bloody campaign to terrorise 
targeted victims. Campaigns to switch perceived self-identities have been responsible for 
many atrocities in the world, making old friends into new enemies and odious sectarians 
into suddenly powerful political leaders. The need to recognise the role of reasoning and 
choice in identity-based thinking is thus both exacting and extremely i m p o r t a n t " 1 8 

The Clash of Civilisations Theory 
Samuel Huntington warns of the consequences of the belief in the universal relevance 

of Western culture. He takes the point from a normative and descriptive assessment 
Descriptively speaking this is the assumption that all societies want to adopt Western 
values, institutions and practices. To do this, one must assume that they have no desire or 
commitment to their own values, institutions and practices. From a normative perspective, 
is the belief that Western institutions, values and culture uphold and demonstrate " the 
highest, most enlightened, most liberal, most rational, most modem, and most civilised 
thinking of humankind." 1 9 Huntington then goes on to say; 

"In the emerging world of ethnic conflict and civilisational clash, Western belief in the 
universality of Western culture suffers three problems: it is false; it is immoral; and it is 
dangerous ." 2 0 

The main gist of Huntington's book is that Western civilisation is in gradual decline 
and has been so since its high of power in 1920. A significant political, military, 
technological and economic advantage has been narrowed by other world civilisations in 
Asia and the Middle Eas t It is also noted that there is a "re-Islamisation from b e l o w " 2 1 

occurring there. This means that identity and culture is being forged in terms of loyalty to a 
religious community, rather than one bound by territorial or ethnic ties. The flourishing of 
religious fundamentalism is a means to getting back to one ' s historical and cultural roots, 
and rejecting what are seen as being foreign and corrupt ideas. 

French scholar Gilles Kepel is quoted by Huntington on the nature of the membership 
of the fundamentalist Islamic groups, which are neither ageing conservatives or illiterate 
peasants. Instead they are drawn from urban areas, modem-oriented people, w h o are well-
educated and work in the professional occupations (government and commerce for 
example) . 2 2 This is in reaction to, and a rejection of Western influence on their society 's 
morals, values and politics. It is seen as being viable way to cultivate, foster and protect an 
indigenous culture and identity. Modernisation is conducted with the use o f Islam as a 
compass for society, and simultaneously to prevent a process of Westernisation. 

1 8 Sen, A., op cit, p. 8 
1 9 Huntington, S. P., The Clash of Civilisations and the Remaking of World Order, New York, Simon and 
Schuster, 19%, p. 310 
2 0 Ibid. 
2 1 Huntington, S. P., op cit., p. 98 
2 2 Huntington, S. P., op cit., p. 101 



At the same time that there is an all encompassing secularisation of Western society, 
there is an all encompassing clericalisation of Arab and Islamic society. Where Islam 
reaches all levels and functions o f society and is not something that is marginal or 
fundamental, but is mamstream. This creates potential for misunderstanding and conflict, 
especially when trying (consciously or sub-consciously) to impose Western values and 
ideas upon peoples in the Middle East (Iran is a good example of what can happen). The 
beginnings of the movement occur in the cultural sphere, but gradually with increasing 
influence and power, start to affect the social and political spheres. 

Huntington went as far as to predict that, "Musl ims will have a much greater awareness 
o f what they have in common and what distinguishes them from non-Musl ims ." 2 4 With an 
increasing self-awareness and sense of Islamic community (Ummah), there is also a 
corresponding risk with cross-cultural communication, if another cultures seeks to impose 
their will and ideas upon an Islamic nation (either by fact or by perception). It would b e 
reasonable to expect resistance to this imposition, not only by the nation that is directly 
affected, but by members in the wider Islamic community. Ib is raises the spectre of a call 
for the defence of the Islamic faith and faithful- a call to j i had . 2 5 

T h e present situation between Islam and Christianity (more broadly defined as being 
the West), is coloured by a long history of conflict between the religious communities. 
This struggle has witnessed a see sawing of fortunes - the 7 t h Century Islamic expansions 
in North Africa, Persia, Northern India, Middle East and Iberia, the Crusades, fall o f 
Constantinople in 1453, expansion of the Ottoman and Mongolian empires, followed by 
the gradual rolling back of these gains over the centuries, culminating in the break-up o f 
the Ottoman empire in the wake of the First World War. This long history of conflict has 
left a feeling of mistrust and suspicion between the faiths. 

Huntington saw the problem of inter-civilisational conflict as being the single biggest 
obstacle to world peace. That conflict emanating from civilisations that were expanding 
and becoming better placed to challenge the Western hegemony. Various wars, such as in 
the Former Yugoslavia, Chechnya, India and Pakistan were used as evidence of a growing 
clash, with these sites being cleavages between different civilisations. Author of Terror 
and Liberalism, Paul Berman agrees with Huntington and hails him as giving early 
warning o f he sees as being the Islamic threat Berman warned that the rising Islamic threat 
was ignored by the W e s t However , he seems to miss the point and explore the reasons as 
to why Islamic fundamentalism grows. 

However, there are a number o f fundamental underlying problems with the theory of 
civilisational clash by Huntington. The first and foremost of these is the notion of clash, 
which implies a measure of inevitability different 'civilisations' have a 'destiny' towards 
conflict without the hope of a peaceful co-existence. By taking for granted such an 
assumption, the choices that are open to us automatically become narrowed by the 
perception o f ' inevitable' conflict In effect, the clash can potentially become a self-
fulfilling prophecy. 

A second significant issue with the theory is that the world is divided along religious 
lines - "Western world' ' , "Islamic world", "Hindu world" etc - in an attempt to delineate 

2 3 Although there are strong tendencies toward secularisation in many European countries, the reverse in 
some ways can be said to be happening in the United States. This is witnessed by the power of religious 
lobby groups being able to steer discourse of election issues in 2008, such as abortion. 
2 4 Huntington, S. P., op cit., p. 121 
2 5 There are many different theological and scholastic interpretations of the term Jihad, and not all of them 
refer specifically to a violent struggle, which includes the use of civil disobedience for example. It is a strict 
code on the way in which a war is to be fought. 



the world and predict likely cleavages of conflict There are at least two dangers in trying 
to enforce a classification such as this one. The first being that such a division defies the 
realities of society and superimposes an artificial simplicity upon the world o f mankind by 
focussing on merely one aspect of identity. It must assumes that religions are homogenous 
organisms, which lack diversity or division. Such a simplistic definition merely serves to 
aid those who seek to promote conflict, through the process of narrowing one ' s perceived 
choices in terms of identity and outlook. This classification misses or ignores conflicts 
within those areas of civilisation, such as the Iran-Iraq War for instance. 

Another flaw in the system of classification is that it has a tendency to gloss over the 
aspect of internal conflict Various lessons throughout the history of conflict in h u m a n 
societies has amply demonstrated that the level of savagery is often more elevated in 
' internal ' conflicts than with a conflict between what can be regarded or referred to as 
being different civilisations. T h e American Civil War, Finnish Civil War and the periodic 
divisions of the Christian faith can be argued as being more bloody and fought with less 
restraint (in terms of morals and ethics), than between civilisations in the sense proposed 
by Huntington. That is not to say that there have been bloody clashes between civilisations, 
such as the Crusades (especially the First Crusade which saw the slaughtering o f civilians 
in Jerusalem - Muslims and Christians - by the Crusaders). 

As Sen rightly points out, by dividing the world into spheres o f religious influence, 
when a situation arises such as the current Global W a r O n Terrorism, the 'natural ' leaders 
with whom political dialogue is sought are drawn from a religious background. This has 
the effect of sidelining non-religious social and political organisations, and gives 
prominence to religious leaders. Within the context of Fourth Generation Warfare, this is 
effectively aiding the strategy of the insurgent forces. The effect is to downplay the role 
and effectiveness of civic programmes and to further increase the significance and role o f 
religion in a conflict situation. 

Significance to the Current Global W a r O n Terror 
In September 2006 information ministers and officials from the 57 countries that make 

up the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) was convened in Saudi Arabia. They 
believed that after the 9/11 attacks that Islam faced worldwide vilification. Rkmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu the OIC chief called for Musl im tycoons to invest in mass media and stated that; 

"Musl im investors must invest in the large media institutions o f the world, which 
generally make considerable profits, so that they have the ability to affect their policies via 
their administrative boards. [...] This would benefit in terms of correcting the image of 
Islam wor ldwide ." 2 6 

These thoughts and fears were echoed and amplified by the Egyptian information 
minister, Anas el-Feki. "The fierce attack on Islam in the five years since the September 11 
attacks has forced us into a defensive position on our faith and understanding o f our 
tolerant religion. [...] N o w more than ever w e need a n e w Islamic media message that 
reaches all parts of the wor ld . " 2 7 The problem of a negative image associated with Islam in 
the wake of the September 11 attacks and the continuing war on terrorism has become 
such that the leaders in the Islamic world are now seeking to redress the perceived 
imbalance, which is circulated in the Western and international m e d i a The intention is to 
challenge this negative image through influence that is exerted through financial control or 
stakes in the same mass m e d i a It is a question o f changing the culture of the media from 

26 Muslims Urged to buy Influence in World Media, Reuters, http://today.reuters.co.uk, 13 September, 2006 
27 Ibid 
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the inside, and then to attempt to harness the influence potential in swaying public attitudes 
toward Is lam 

Terror and instilling a sense of insecurity among the civilian population through the use 
o f terrorism is a trait o f the insurgents and terrorists. This is designed to make the 
population feel as though the government forces are unable to guarantee their security, and 
to lose faith in those authorities. However, as Gilles Kepel has noted, the excesses of the 
j ihadists has proved to be their undoing in a number of places, including Algeria and Egypt 
in the mid-1990s. They ended up losing the support of the population. 2 8 

An illustration of the fact that open armed combat is not necessarily the most important 
and significant aspect o f the multi-faceted conflict in Iraq was given by the actions of the 
Mahdi Army (followers o f the Shiite cleric Moktada al-Sadr) in April 2008. It was 
reported on April 1 s t that militiamen ceased fighting one day after being told to do so by al-
Sadr. This was the culmination o f six days of fighting in Basra and Baghdad (in the Sadr 
City area, the eastern side of the city), which saw the Iraqi government forces being either 
unable or in some cases, unwilling to engage and defeat the Madhi Army to clear the 
streets o f Basra and Baghdad . 2 9 

T w o of the seven battalions deployed for the operation to clear militia control from 
these areas refused to fight Furthermore, in Basra 400 troops handed their weapons to their 
opponents and at least 65 troops and police in Baghdad changed sides. There were also 
instances of the logistics chain breaking down, which among other things, was the result 
and impact of personalities upon politics and the battlefield. Lieutenant-Colonel Mike 
Pemrick, who oversaw the Iraqi security forces for the U.S. Army described the role 
played by leadership and political loyalties of individual commanders. "It came down to 
individual commanders . Some ensured their soldiers were getting the supplies they needed 
and doing their missions, but with some others there were problems." 3 0 This merely 
highlights some of the obvious pitfalls that surface in a 4 G W situation. 

Another problem that presented itself during this brief fight, which once more touched 
upon the issue of loyalty was the reason some soldiers and police refused to fight This 
concerned the issue of individual soldiers' backgrounds in terms of ethnicity and place of 
residence. A number of the security personnel used by the Iraqi authorities had relatives 
and homes, where they were being sent to fight A number of them had friends and 
relatives in what was to be the forces they were intended to fight Pemrick points out in one 
instance that "one unit had a lot of soldiers from Sadr City, and their commander felt 
threatened by the Mahdi Army". In another case, a soldier who had been thrown into 
combat made a number of revealing remarks. 

"Mos t of the people in our brigade have relatives in the Mahdi Army. They cannot kill 
their relatives and brothers. [...] When we joined they told us we ' d b e fighting al-Qaeda. 
They never said anything about the Mahdi Army. [...] The officers didn ' t want to fight or 
do anything, so h o w can you expect us soldiers t o ? " 3 1 

These events show that in some instances loyalty by reason of blood ties, at t imes is 
much stronger than loyalty to a state. It is important to recognise these facets, especially 
when engaged in a conflict, such as Iraq and Afghanistan. The notion of the state or nation 
seems to be a relatively underdeveloped concept among the population, and even among 

2 H Kepel, G., Jihad: The Trail of Political Islam, London, 1. B. Tauris & Co Ltd, 2003, pp. 11-13 
2 9 Glanz, J., Iraq Seems Calmer After Cleric Halts Fighting, New York Times, www.nytimes.com, 1 April 
2008 
3 0 I>evinson, C , Iraq, al-Sadr Showdown Tests loyalties, USA Today, www.usatoday.com, 1 April 2008 
3 1 Levinson, C . Iraq, al-Sadr Showdown Tests Uyyalties, USA Today, www.usatoday.com, 1 April 2008 
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the country's leadership. This lack of unity can perhaps be explained in terms of the set of 
conditions and circumstances proposed by Edward Bernays and Walter Lippmann. 
Bernays argues that a country 's political direction is a sum of the various competing 
interests at play, with some interest groups being more powerful than others. In some cases 
they result in a compromise of interests in order to ensure that the political system 
continues to funct ion. 2 And Lippmann has stated that society functions on two different 
levels, firstly those who rule (the elite) and those who are ruled (citizens). The factor, 
according to Lippmann, which binds a country 's elite together in cooperation is c o m m o n 
interest A country's citizens are united by the use of common symbols and identity. By 
symbolism and identity, this includes; a national flag, national hymn, language, religion 
and other such matters pertaining to culture, patriotism and nat ional ism. 3 3 This also fits in 
with Sen ' s contention about how and where an individual derives their identity and world 
view from. 

Under the rule of Saddam Hussein, Iraq was coerced (in a number of cases, but not all) 
held together as a nation through the use of an efficient security apparatus and the presence 
of an external enemy (the Iran-Iraq War). By lifting the element of fear and coercion, 
which was the mechanism for maintaining control, a number of societal fractures have 
occurred at both the elite and population levels. On the elite level, the political elite have 
become fractured and are pursuing an individual (personal) agenda, which has the effect o f 
splitting those who rule and influence, thus instituting a power struggle at the top. Thus 
there has come to be lines split along ethnicity (Kurds for example), religion (Sunni and 
Shiite) and along political lines, where people are having to take sides of various leaders 
for their benefit (power or access to health care for example) or through necessity (to avoid 
ethnic or religious persecution for example). 

O n e of the problems in h o w the Global War On Terrorism is framed by the 
Administration of the U S President George W. Bush, especially the blurring of lines o f 
distinction between terrorism and Islam. The terrorist and insurgent groups use the Islamic 
faith, and try to imbed themselves in the religion's structures not only as a means o f 
blending into society, but as a potential source of legitimacy for their cause. Some of these 
groups appear to be based upon religious premises, which mask their political agenda. This 
requires care when communicating, where arguments based upon rationality may not 
work. 

The war is presented as being part o f a bigger picture, a clash of ideologies/cultures. 
President Bush has used these terms on a number of occasions. "It is the decisive 
ideological struggle of the 2 1 s t century and the calling of our generation" and "it is a 
struggle for civilisation. W e are fighting to maintain a way of life enjoyed by free 
nat ions ." 3 4 The concept of the war is built upon and justified via the notion of opposing 
another civilisation/culture and ideology. In this particular segment of speech Bush 
presumes to define the conflict in terms of a civilisational/ideological struggle as opposed 
to a struggle against extremism, he also defines free nations in a very broad sense. In other 
words he is trying to impose an American system of values and beliefs upon a wider 
audience. 

3 2 See Bernays, E. (Introduction by Miller, M. C), Propaganda, New York, IG Publishing, 2005 (original 
1928) for more on the topic. 

3 3 See Lippmann, W. (foreword by Ronald Steel), Public Opinion, New York, Free Press Paperbacks, 1997 
(original 1922) for a detailed account of this subject. 
3 4 1) Bush Urges Americans Back to War, BBC News, www.bbc.co.uk, 14 September, 2006 
2) Bush: Iraq Part of Struggle of Century, CBS News, www.cbsncws.com, 6 September, 2006 
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However, speeches of Bush have gone further to denigrate and alienate the Muslim 
world even more, by driving the wedge even deeper in order to try and gain short-term 
political advantage with the American public. "This nation is at war with Islamic fascists 
w h o will use any means to destroy those of us who love freedom,' ' 3 5 was given by him in 
August 2006. It displays a profound lack of understanding of the situation at best, at worst 
it is a crude attempt to muster public support by using very simplistic symbolism and 
words with loaded meaning, intended to induce an emotional rather than logical state of 
though t One of the biggest rhetorical errors made by Bush came in the wake of the 
September 11 2001 attacks. In a speech to prepare and rally the American public for what 
was to come, Bush declared; ' t h i s crusade, this war on terrorism, is going to take awhile." 
T h e French foreign minister Hubert Vedrine warned that: "We have to avoid a clash of 
civilizations at all costs . . . One has to avoid falling into this huge trap, this monstrous trap 
[which has been] conceived by the instigators o f the a s s a u l t " 3 6 

Whilst the rhetoric, especially from American political speeches, is aimed at dividing 
the world, seemingly along civilisational/religious lines by drawing distinctions between 
those in the Islamic faith and those in the West, there is a transformation taking place in the 
political communication used by insurgent and terrorist groups. There appears to be a 
gradual move from the form of radical Islamic militancy, to include other elements and 
thus make the message more appealing and accessible to a wider audience. 

There seems to be a certain element of schizophrenia in the Coalition Forces approach 
to the war on the terrorists and insurgents, they seem to be more geared (physically and 
mentally) at meeting an opponent face to face on an open battlefield An element of the 
Trinitarian approach to warfare prevails, i.e. clear divisions and distinctions are made 
between state, combatants and civilians. Yet, there are no clearly defined battlefields and 
the enemy soon disappears among the local civilian population. The response being to treat 
everyone with suspicion and to randomly detain (without trial, access to legal council, 
family, friends or employer) scores of civilians, often for many months or longer. These 
tactics essentially aid the architects of the insurrection, w h o are playing by a different set of 
rules. 

While Coalition Forces have been using 3 r d Generation Warfare tactics in Iraq and 
Afghanistan (large units that are often mechanised, artillery and air strikes in urban areas 
for example), some of their opposition has been steadily moving towards a 4 G W model. It 
was noted that as early as January 2005 the j ihadi ideologue Abu Musab al-Suri from the 
Global Salafi-Jihad produced a doctrine called The Global Islamic Resistance Call. 
A m o n g the suggestions were the calls for, more autonomous leadership where cells 
operated under the idea of the Commander ' s intent, that ideological leadership offers a 
frame of reference, dispersion of forces on the battlefield, and decentralising logistics to the 
point where small units are self support ing. 3 7 The tactics proposed by al-Suri about waging 
a j ihad fit very closely with the concept o f 4 G W proposed by Lind et al in 1989. 

Tony C o m , formerly o f the U S State Department in his article, World War W As 
Fourth-Generation Warfare, describes the three modalities practised in jihad. These are 

3 5 Ignatius, D., Are We Fighting 'Islamic Fascists?, The Washington Post, 
http://www.washingfonpost.corn/wp-dyW^ 193.html, August 18, 
2006, Page A21 (accessed 28 June 2008) 
3 6 Ford, P., Europe Cringes at Bush 'Crusade' Against Terrorists, Christian Science Monitor, 
http://www.csmonitor.com/2001/0919/pl2s2-woeu.html, 19 September 2001 (accessed 28 June 2008) 
3 7 Black, A., Al-Suri's Adaptation of Fourth Generation Warfare Doctrine, Terrorism Monitor, Volume 4, 
Issue 18, 21 September 2006, The Jamestown Foundation, 
http://www.jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=2370137, 26 June 2008 
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named as being jihad of the sword, of the hand and of the tongue. In practical terms this 
has been seen in recent conflicts, such as the July-August 2006 war between Israel and 
Hezbollah. Where these three pillars were utilised simultaneously - the elements of urban 
warfare, aid and relief work with the local population, and media messages that are 
designed to mobilise the population - by Hezbollah. 

A sophisticated battle for hearts and minds is being waged by Al Qaeda via the 
Internet A network of contributors and discussion leaders spread the message, j ihadist 
philosophy and attempt to influence others into joining their cause. The N e w York T imes 
in an interview (anonymous) with one such member o f this network, he stated: " W e are the 
energy behind the path to jihad. Just like the j ihadis reached their target on September 11, 
we will reach ours through the In ternet" The tone o f the message being offered has been 
undergoing a transformation too, reflecting a change in the intended audience. In the past 
the leaders were usually depicted as being soldiers and filmed with weapons in outdoor 
locations. More recent footage made by Al Qaeda shows their leaders in a living room or 
office location, with a backdrop of bookshelves with religious t e x t At t imes they have 
even taken to quoting Western authors and famous speeches . 3 9 These images give a 
number of possible impressions to the consumer or viewer of the message; the leader is 
still a soldier, but he is also a scholar and therefore commands a measure of intellectual and 
spiritual authority, by quoting messages they not only show themselves as being worldly 
and progressive by knowing and 'understanding' the enemy ' s culture (which may hold 
some sort of appeal to those with Western interests or leanings). 

The W a y Ahead 
One of the considerable advantages held by a challenger to an incumbent power 

structure of a territory is that the initiative to act is in their hands and the existing power 
holder can be forced into a reactive posture. When in a defensive posture, especially over a 
prolonged period of time, morale and discipline are drained and an over-reaction can occur 
more easily, and the process of alienation begins. This holds true for both insurgent and 
government forces. The process of progress and contra is a very volatile one where gains 
can easily turn into losses. Thus the current gains against the Shiite militias in Iraq can 
easily be overturned, as the process of being in opposition (in some ways) is easier than the 
role of the power holder . 4 0 

It takes very little to tip the precarious balance. Recent reports indicate that al-Sadr and 
his militia lost a lot of ground in the struggle for legitimacy due to their excessive use o f 
force and repressive style of rule. The Iraqi government and coalition forces have been able 
to take advantage of this situation, in the short-term al least, and to displace them from 
former strongholds. However, the large scale presence of foreign troops, added with the 
system of arbitrary arrest for an indefinite period o f tens of thousands of civilians, plus 
numerous stories involving torture and desecration of things holy (such as a Non
commissioned Officer shooting a Koran in Iraq) can make the future uncertain. 

Richard Clarke, who had served a long period in the United States government , 
specialising in matters of intelligence and terrorism, warned o f a number of pitfalls of 
having foreign troops stationed in Iraq. In an interview on C N N , Clarke outlined the 

3 8 Corn, Т., World War IV As Fourth-Cene ration Warfare, Policy Review, Hoover Institute, Stanford 
University, http://www.hoover.org/publications/policyreview/4868381.html, January 2006 (accessed 26 June 
2008) 
3 9 Fattah, H. N., Al Qaeda Increasingly Reliant on Media, The New York Times, www.nytimes.com, 30 
September 2006 
4 0 For more reading on this particular subject, please see: Poole, H. J., Tactics of the Crescent Moon: Militant 
Muslim Combat Methods, Emerald Isle (North Carolina), Posterity Press, 2004 
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problem as he saw it and the measures that, in his opinion, needed to be taken in order to 
avert drawing out the chaos further than was necessary. He stated that the presence of U S 
troops in Iraq actually "helps Al-Qaeda": 

" I think the best thing w e could do hit Al-Qaeda 's attractiveness to the Muslim world 
was in fact to get out of Iraq in an orderly way over the course of the next two or three 
years. [...] Our being in Iraq helps Al -Qaeda W e have to beat them in an ideological 
struggle. Getting out of Iraq will help t ha t [... J We ' r e not fighting Islam. [...] And it 's not 
terrorism we ' r e fighting, it 's the fundamentalist Islamic movements that use terrorism as 
part of their overall approach." 4 1 

Something that cannot be stressed enough in the current environment, which is as the 
father o f the French nuclear forces (and held various commands during conflicts in French 
colonies in the post-W TW II period) Andre Beaufre stated, wars are not won on the 
battlefields but in the minds of men. This can also be altered somewhat to include that wars 
can also be lost in the minds of men. Although in reference to the technical aspects of the 
military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, Colonel H. R McMaster of the US Army 
noted that "self-delusion about the character of future conflict weakened U S efforts in 
Afghanistan and I raq ." 4 2 There needs to b e the ability to critically look at and assess one ' s 
actions, which this article seems to demonstrate the contrary. 

"Amer ica still fields what is arguably the most disciplined, humane military force in 
history, a model o f restraint compared with ancient armies that wallowed in the spoils of 
war or even more-modem armies that heedlessly killed civilians and prisoners." (Evan 
T h o m a s and Scott Johnson, 'Probing Bloodbath, ' Newsweek, June 12, 2006; 
http:/ /www.newsweek.com/id/52312/page/l ) 4 3 

It is vital that these warning signs are heeded and substantive corrective measures are 
taken to avert further setbacks in moral and political legitimacy in the G W O T . Not only is 
it important to understand these perspectives from the point of view of self-critique, but 
also to critique the opponent in a manner that is to be effective and produce results. 
President Bush ' s national security adviser, Stephen J. Hadley, summed up the importance 
of legitimacy to the insurgency, and its weak-point "Many terrorists value the perception 
of popular or theological legitimacy for their actions. [...] By encouraging debate about the 
moral legitimacy o f using weapons of mass destruction, we can try to affect the strategic 
calculus o f the terrorists ." 4 4 

Rather than trying to view the phenomenon of Islamic fundamentalism through the lens 
of civilisation and religion, it may be more fruitful to use the lens of ideology and 
propaganda instead. 4 5 A s this will enable a more effective tackling some of the root causes 
that fuel the conflict That is, the understanding of fundamentalism could be bettered 
through understanding the ideological basis of i t A s it is a concept or idea that has 
religious values wrapped around i t The rjerception o f religious values and symbolism is 

u Former Anti-terror Tsar Clarke: Staying in Iraq Helps Al-Qaeda', AFP, http://news.yahoo.com, 27 May 
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where it derives it legitimacy and ultimately political strength. This conflict certainly 
cannot be won through the promotion o f 4 A m e r i c a n ' or 'Western ' values, these are foreign 
to the region and are likely to promote resentment and resistance. 

Messages and appeals made by fundamentalist groups are formulated through using a 
composite message consisting of some of the following elements: religion, anti-
Westemism, cases of social, economic and political injustice. Religion provides the vehicle 
with which to deliver the message as being something dear, and to give a sense o f 
legitimacy to the sender. The anti-Westerner element provides the fear of the outsider and 
foreigner. Economic, social and political injustices, real and perceived, are an attempt at 
forming a link with the concerns of the ' common-man ' through 'understanding' their 
concems - a populist appeal. 

An integrated approach involving a number of different angles should be attempted in 
order to tackle fundamentalism. 

• Prevention - the use of propaganda, persuasion and perception to try and deter 
violence fuelled by fundamentalism and to put off potential recruits. 

• Harm Reduction - reduce the level of damage that can be caused through acts 
of terrorism; for instance, the creation of 'safe zones ' (in terms o f housing 
construction and security surrounding it) and intelligence gathering to anticipate 
insurgent intent and operations. 

• Treatment - to develop physical and psychological resilience to the 
fundamentalist appeals through, such as providing a sense of security and the 
necessities of life (food and water, shelter, medical care and education). 

• Law Enforcement - use of security forces to physical disrupt the insurgent 
planning and organisation, by capturing, killing and deterring combatants, and 
to capture and destroy material and logistical support. 

Conclusion 
O n e of the greatest mistakes and weaknesses of the American-led Global W a r on 

Terrorism is the use of political communication. Political figures do not seem to appreciate 
or understand the advances in the news media sphere, which is now run on a 24/7 and 
global basis. However, it seems that their opponents understand the system much better, 
and accordingly utilise it much more effectively in delivering their message. T h e mistake 
revolves around the apparent assumption of being able to segment an audience, thus when 
trying to seduce a domestic audience certain cues and markers are used in order to try and 
prime an audience. However, it is likely that this will enter the mainstream and even 
perhaps the international media, when it has entered it is likely to stay there for a long t ime. 
Specific usage of rhetoric and cues is not universal, which can mean that the same political 
sound bite may be effective in a domestic setting (in attaining its desired objectives), but 
inflammatory in a wider setting. 

An example of this is the characterisation of the conflict by the US political leadership. 
Their speeches are more directed at rallying domestic audiences by trying to instil a sense 
of legitimacy and make it understandable to them. Words and catch phrases such as; 
Islamic Fascist, Crusade Against Terrorism and driving a wedge between the Islamic 
world and the Western World. Even though the notion of a Crusade was raised by bin 
Laden some years earlier, by Bush mentioning it again, it has the effect o f adding to 
credence to what would otherwise be the words o f one man. Thus, in effect this serves to 
increase the legitimacy of insurgents and terrorists. 

A number of criticisms have been directed at the Clash of Civilisations theory, 
including it being a self-fulfilling prophecy and that there is often a lack of social cohesion 



within the various civilisations identified by Huntington. However, this theory serves the 
interests of both parties. In the U S it can be used to render complicated information 
digestible to the public, and the insurgents and terrorists find it useful in helping to drive a 
wedge between groups in order to realise their political objectives. Although the intention 
o f the Clash of Civilisations theory is to serve as both an explanation and predictor of 
conflict, its basis is divisive. Having the notion of conflict being based upon simplistic 
ideas o f civilisational divisions, and added with this is the certain element of inevitability, 
makes it an ideal tool for certain interest groups to use this as a tool to drive conflict 

Hunt ington 's thesis presupposes that conflict is now inherently cultural in nature, and 
not ideological, economic or political (which marked the Cold War era). I dispute this 
assumption and would say that conflict that is currently being driven by Islamic 
fundamentalism at its very nature is ideological and political, and helped by some 
prevalent economic factors in some regions. The message is wrapped in a cultural 'shell ' in 
order to make it more easily recognised, accepted and assimilated Culture is intended to 
give the sender the context and legitimacy with which to pursue their political agenda. 

4 G W is a highly complicated form of warfare, where the pitfalls are not always in plain 
s igh t Currently, it seems that the insurgent/terrorists have the upper hand in the struggle as 
they have adapted their operations to this type of warfare whereas the Coalition Forces are 
in many instances still fighting a Third Generation War. For instance, the use of artillery 
and air-strikes in urban areas, this will serve to bolster support for the insurgents. The 
imposition of Western values and practices upon Iraq and Afghanistan will also merely 
serve to increase Muslim resentment and resistance to the West also. This will prove to be 
incompatible and will lead to gradual defeat Therefore it is essential to gain an awareness 
and appreciation of cross-cultural communication, symbolism and perception. 
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