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Abstract: The author of the article is focused on the consideration of the novel 

The curious incident of the dog in the night time by M. Haddon and its main character 

Christopher, a peculiar boy. We are given an opportunity to follow the investigation of 

sensory experiences of this child with mental deviations throughout the plot as they are 

described by the writer, who tries to explain the way of reasoning of such people, their 

feelings and behavior. 
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ЧУВСТВЕННОЕ ВОСПРИЯТИЕ СКОВЗЬ ПРИЗМУ 

РАЦИОНАЛЬНОСТИ: ИСТОРИЯ КРИСТОФЕРА БУНА 

 

 

Аннотация: Автор статьи сосредоточился на рассмотрении романа 

«Загадочное ночное убийство собаки» М. Хэддона и характере его главного 

персонажа Кристофера, мальчика с психологическими особенностями. На 

протяжении всего сюжета нам предоставлена возможность проследить за 

изучением чувственного опыта ребёнка с ментальными отклонениями в том 



308 
 

ключе, который выбрал писатель, в своей попытке объяснить способ 

рассуждения таких людей, их чувства и поведение. 

Ключевые слова: Марк Хэддон, чувства, восприятие, рациональность, 

логика, поведение. 

The novel by the British writer Mark Haddon tells the story of the life and 

adventures of a 15-year-old boy named Christopher John Francis Boone. The book is 

written on behalf of the child himself, who, having discovered a dog killed with a 

pitchfork in the night street, decides to conduct his own investigation and find the killer. 

Interviewing «witnesses», he accidentally finds out something that cardinally changes 

his lifeafter all: Father lied to him. Christopher's mother did not die of a heart attack 

two years ago, she went to London with her lover, a husband of the miserable dog’s 

mistress. So, the boy, who has never travelled further than to his school, decides on a 

dangerous journey to the capital. 

If we read sympathetically, Christopher’s experience is (sometimes) not so very 

different from ours [A commentary on the novelThe curious incident of the dog in the 

night time by Mark Haddon 2005: 7] Christopher is special. He looks at the world 

through the prism of his own attitudes and beliefs. His behavior is rational and 

conditioned. Therefore, when at the very beginning of the story the boy finds himself 

in an ambiguous and dangerous situation, in which the average person will at least 

experience fear: seeing a dead dog her mistress started screaming. Christopher begins 

to analyze what has happened. First of all, the boy notes the time: «It was 7 minutes 

after midnight» [Mark Haddon, 2003:1]. He recognizes a pet of Mrs. Shears, a poodle 

named Wellington, touches its face and determines that the dog is still warm. The boy 

looks at the pitchfork and makes a logical conclusion: the dog is dead, the pitchfork is 

a tool of murder.What feelings does Christopher have in his life? It is worth starting 

with the fact that he finds it impossible to distinguish between people’s emotions or 

express them. 

Therefore, the boy memorizes the world, as we do, for example, with foreign 

words. What we understand looking at faces, poses, gestures, while hearing a timbre 

of voice is a mystery with seven seals for him. 
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Siobhan, a school tutor, teaches him to understand the sensual world. To realize 

what it is the boy compares the feelings which she denotes by the emoticons, with the 

sensations that he experiences. For example, Christopher says about one of the pictures: 

«And I knew that it meant «sad,» which is what I felt when I found the dead dog» 

[Mark Haddon 2003: 2]. 

Christopher divides everything around him into the categories of «like» and 

«dislike», which means that he may experience such feelings as dislikes or affections. 

The boy likes dogs and doesn't like being lied to. However, one should not forget that 

he is a man who lives according to his own laws of reasoning, and in his preferences 

there is a grain of rationality: «I like dogs. You always know what a dog is thinking. It 

has four moods. Happy, sad, cross and concentrating. Also, dogs are faithful and they 

do not tell lies because they cannot talk» [Mark Haddon 2003: 4]. According to his 

arguments, he only loves dogs because they cannot tell a lie. 

The protagonist’s favorite color is red, and the least favorite ones are brown and 

yellow. Even here there is a hidden logic and although it is not written directly, one can 

make the assumption that these preferences are associated with the concepts of 

«happiness» and «unhappiness». For Christopher, meeting a red car means «a good 

day», and yellow means «a bad day». Thus, a sensual perception of «beloved» is seen 

through a logical opposition of «good» and «bad». 

Christopher, of course, has his own favorites. The rationality of his judgments 

leads the reader, who has never been familiar with such people or literature characters 

to the idea that the boy is bright in exact sciences. Throughout the book, Christopher 

shows us that he understands mathematics better than many adults. Raising to the 

power of three-digit numbers does not put him into a stupor, the boy uses this 

mathematical function to collect his thoughts and calm down. For the same purposes, 

the average person listens to music, plays sports, communicates with friends. 

The boy cannot stand touch and scream. A «danger» signal is triggered in his 

head. He can even use his fists to protect himself. So, during a quarrel with his father, 

when the latter grabs Christopher, the child strikes the man because a natural reflex of 

self-defense has been triggered. Moreover, when Christopher encounters a policeman 
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(and the boy says that he also loves cops, because in his opinion the word «cop» is 

synonymous with «security»), he immediately forgets about his positive feelings, as 

soon as the policeman touches him. 

Christopher feels fear. This feeling is logical. Something or someone, for 

example, his father, poses a threat to him (in the opinion of the boy). This opinion 

Christopher formed on the basis of some facts: «the father killed Wellington. So he 

will kill me too». 

Without any doubts, the main character of this story is brave. We can also talk 

about the inflexible rationality of his reasoning – his father is a danger, so Christopher 

needs to stay away from him.  

Thus, we can affirm that the world of a boy named Christopher Boone is filled 

with rational reasoning and sentiments, no matter how strange it sounds. This makes 

him special and unlike other people. In any case, we have to respect his position in life, 

his view of the world and the logic of his actions. And the writer who is able to tell us 

about the inner world of that peculiar boy in such a moving and sensitive manner 

showed himself a real humanist and a profound psychologist. 
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