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аутистическим синдромом на примере трактовки сюжета книги Марка 

Хэддона «Загадочное ночное убийство собаки». Автор рассматривает 

педагогические и морально-этические вопросы воспитания, а также некоторые 

особенности языка романа. 



109 
 

 Ключевые слова: аутистический синдром, дети с особыми 

потребностями, образование, проблемы поведения, социальная изоляция. 

 

«What makes a child gifted may not always be good grades in school, but a 

different way of looking at the world and learning». – Chuck Grassley  

The problem of getting а proper education for the children with health problems 

is a pressing issue nowadays. There may be no greater challenge schools are facing 

today than the staggering increase in the number of children diagnosed with autism. 

Even though the law requires authorities in charge to provide free «appropriate» 

education to any of such students, schools are rarely able to provide good environment 

for children with autism. What kind of approach and care do those children need? I am 

planning to consider these important issues on the basis of the analysis of one notable 

belles-lettres book by the English novelist Mark Haddon.  

He started his career as man-of-letters in 1987, since then he has written and 

published lots of stories for children. He is also a gifted drawer who makes all 

illustrations for his books himself. The last novel «The Curious Incident of the Dog in 

the Night-Time» [1] made the writer really famous and popular in many countries and 

this time not only with children but with adults as well. It was announced «the Book 

of the Year» in 2003 according to the famous Whitbread’s award. Besides, Mark 

Haddon’s thoughts and vision of the problem raised in the novel caused heated debates. 

The Russian translation of the book was made by Anastasia Kukley (published in 

2004), who managed to maintain the originality 

of its style choosing the appropriate vocabulary and relevant syntax structure to render 

the style of the English text [2].         

It may seem surprising how many young children have problems of behavior 

nowadays, and one of such individuals is Christopher – the main character of the book 

in question. He is an autistic person who lives with his father and is assured by him 

that his mother is dead. The best thing about the book is that the writer makes us see 

and understand everything in the life of the boy through his own perception.  
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Sometimes it is humorous, in other cases tragic because the teenager tries to explain 

everything that happens to him rationally and according a peculiar point of view.  

Christopher has a disability that is compared to Asperger syndrome, which 

makes it difficult for him to understand some social norms of behavior, to read body 

language, to comprehend face emotions and some other forms of human interaction. 

But the boy is really good at Math and his logic in this school subject is simply perfect. 

He dreams of passing A-level Math exam, it will help him to enter the university. Right 

from the start of the story we find out that this plot is going to be detective. We also 

have been given the reasons why Christopher comes to the decision to write his own 

book. One night, Christopher Boone discovers his neighbor's dog dead in the front 

yard, with a pitchfork sticking out of it. The boy can’t but wonder who killed it and 

wants to figure out this mystery. He decides to keep an account of this investigation in 

a form of a diary.  

But Christopher's neighbor, Mrs. Shears catches him up exactly at the moment 

when he finds a killed dog, so she calls the police suspecting him a murderer, and the 

boy has to spend a few hours in a preventive-detention cell. He  is quite rational   

appreciating the situation and planning his behavior for any turn of affairs. Eventually, 

his father comes to get him out, and asks Christopher not to investigate the dog's death 

any further but his son does not obey him and goes on with his search.  

Occasionally he discovers a lot of secrets about his parents and neighbors. The 

most important fact concealed by his dad is that his mother is alive, she went to London 

and wrote letters to her son regularly, which her husband did not open. So, Christopher 

undertakes a journey to London, which is incredibly challenging and eventful. It 

strengthens the boy’s belief in his powers and brings a lot of changes into his life: his 

aspiration to pass an exam in Math has come true. 

One may wonder: what feelings does Christopher have in his life if he is 

emotionally deprived? I would say that he is filled with logical thoughts and feelings, 

no matter how strange it sounds. This rationality makes him special and unlike other 

people. In these terms, the readers may find the book really helpful and it is especially 

a «must-read» for teachers as they often have to work with children like Christopher. 
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While reading, we immerse into the boy’s mind and can see and understand the world 

exactly as he imagines it.  Concerning the problem of education and bringing up the 

so-called special children, we can understand what role parents play in their lives. One 

of the sad points revealed by the author of the book is that sometimes they are the 

people, who may cause or aggravate these problems and make their children’s lives 

even more complicated.  

So, what do we have in our story? The mother who has left her family. Even 

though Christopher's father is capable of being effective and even excellent care-giver, 

he’s not able to control everything himself. Moreover, he ‘makes his son an orphan’ 

by telling lies about his mother’s death. The strangest thing of the plot is that it is the 

mother who betrays the family. Father lies to his son having best motives and we can’t 

blame him as he does so many things for his child: cooks his meals, takes care of him, 

controls his studies and he always tries to be patient with Christopher.  

His mother could never control herself being a quick-tempered person. She loved 

her son but was too much impatient and failed to look after him properly. More than 

that, she recognizes this fact readily and this feeling gives her an excuse, as she 

believes, to leave her family. Somehow Christopher believes his mum’s conduct is 

better than that of his father just because she has not lied to him. His mind operates 

according to peculiar rules, which differs a lot from standard ways of thinking, but in 

fact his mother is a liar too because she had a secret affair with her neighbor, and 

cheating is also a form of lying.  

Mr. Boone deserves our respect showing responsibility and demonstrating sober 

mind in that situation. He simply tried to do his best to protect his son from everything 

bad. Maybe, for a woman like Mrs. Boone, the freedom to find a self is more important 

than remaining a good mother for a sick child at home. Mothers who leave their 

children seem to violate some natural order: to leave a sick child is often to abandon 

him to fate. Mark Haddon makes us realize how important it is for such a child to feel 

mother around even though he cannot stand being touched physically.     

Some people say autism is a gift for a child, but at the same time it is a hard 

burden and a great challenge for parents. This syndrome presumes a different way of 
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being, thinking and perceiving the world for a person. Due to the fact that autistic 

children fail to find true cause-effect relations between phenomena they cannot reflect 

a realistic picture of the outer world in their mind. This world often seems hostile to 

them; they need a sense of safety, which can be guaranteed only by their parents and 

habitual surrounding. When they don’t feel safe, they tend to show panic, sometimes 

hostility and try to separate themselves from the outer world.  

The book contains diagrams, lists, drawings and different symbols made by 

Christopher, which may help penetrate into his mind. The boy is always focused on 

isolated facts and pays attention to the smallest details. His brain works like a real 

computer, constantly visualizing mathematical and scientific concepts, and these 

symbols explain the way he sees everything around. His ability to understand 

metaphors and draw graphic examples seems rather unusual and intriguing; it adds a 

special emotional and intellectual appeal of the text. The novel is written in a very 

peculiar language: English learners will find it very easy to understand. The style 

reminds us the language of books written for children with simple sentence structure. 

At the same time, we can find it very unusual because ordinary children do not think   

like that. This «artificial» language literally shapes Christopher’s mind and contains a 

lot of scientific terms and exact information. The apparent «simplicity» of sentence 

structure with very few subordinate clauses and lack of the words demonstrating 

emotional component of semantics, create a very specific style, which makes us realize 

the essense of the boy’s outer world perception and the logic of his behavior.  

Keeping this in mind one should not be misled by the language simplicity of the 

narration and get the idea of a primitive mind of the main character. All this is shown 

not to just entertain the reader, but to tell him about the complex psychology of the 

children with special needs, to make us understand their inner world. The message of 

the novel «The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time» is to challenge the 

assumption that a person with Asperger’s is an «insoluble problem» for a family, а 

«burden» or a «weirdo». First of all, these children are personalities: such labels say 

nothing when we stick them to a person. And when M. Haddon says that «Good 
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literature is always about peeling labels off and treating real people with dignity» [3], 

we simply cannot but agree with him.  
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