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СОЦИАЛЬНЫХ СЕТИ КАК ИНСТРУМЕНТ ОБУЧЕНИЯ 

АНГЛИЙСКОМУ ЯЗЫКУ 

 

Аннотация: В статье рассматривается образовательный потенциал 

социальных сетевых сервисов в процессе обучения английскому языку. 

Раскрываются основные преимущества и недостатки использования 

социальных сетей на занятии. Особое внимание уделяется основным 
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характеристикам и особенностям социальных сетей с точки зрения их 

использования в образовательном процессе.   

Ключевые слова: изучение иностранных языков, социальные сети, 

коммуникативные навыки, онлайн-обучение.  

According to the annual report of social media used by higher education faculty 

2013 conducted by Pearson Learning Solutions and Babson Survey Research Group, 

the use of social media in teaching has grown 21% from 

2012  to  2013  in  the  United  States.  Over three quarters of the respondents reported 

the increase in the impact of digital communication has had on their communication 

with students. Percentages of the use of social media personally for teaching were 70% 

[1, с. 2]. In English language teaching, the use of social media has evolved over the 

years. Social media can be an effective tool for teaching and learning in higher 

education. It can help connect students to information and help them generate a 

dialogue with their teacher and other students about a course. Social media certainly 

has its use in English teaching – and its disadvantages. Let’s consider both sides of the 

social media usage. 

Advantages of Using Social Media in English language teaching. 

• Social media increases student collaboration. Students can easily interact 

and share information, work together on projects, and communicate freely and easily. 

• Social media allows the teacher to share resources like images, worksheets 

and websites effortlessly and effectively. 

• Social media has huge potential for creative and engaging homework 

tasks. 

• Teachers may connect to parents with comments, feedback and 

suggestions. Groups may share class activities, post photos and publish their work 

online. 

Disadvantages of Using Social Media in English language teaching. 

• It is necessary to supervise student activity, and monitor comments and 

posts for inappropriate content, remarks. 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F1BE7M5x&text=%22Social%20media%20enhances%20student%20collaboration.%22
https://busyteacher.org/4204-5-most-creative-homework-assignments-homework.html
https://busyteacher.org/4204-5-most-creative-homework-assignments-homework.html


629 
 

• Social media can be a huge distraction. Students may stray from the tasks 

at hand and use social networking sites for personal goals or to play online games, for 

example. 

• Social media involves more heavily on written, rather than spoken, 

interactions.  

Using social media in the Classroom. 

Blogs and Instagram posts. A blog (from the term, «weblog») is a self-published, 

web-based collection of writing and photos. Blogs differ greatly in focus, 

sophistication (of topics and language) and popularity. Blogs offer a hugely exciting 

platform for learners to express themselves in a new language. Instagram posts have 

the same characteristics, but they are more popular among teenagers and young adults 

nowadays. The fact that Instagram posts are generally short, and that new content is 

added frequently, make them attractive and exciting for classroom adaptation. Make 

students subscribe accounts with interesting and cognitive contents, for instance 

National Geographic, Discovery and etc. Lessons based on blogs and Insta-posts are 

usually very effective and entertaining. You may use blogs and Instagram posts for 

reading tasks taking four types of blog- one academic, one on the life of a person with 

unusual or interesting hob, one personal blog and another on current affairs. Students 

skim read each blog and answer thematic questions. They then exchange their opinions 

on each blog and decide which one seemed most interesting. We then have a language 

analysis task, with samples of text from each blog. Students examine differences in 

style lexis and grammar, before focusing on the personal blog, which use more 

colloquial language. 

Facebook and other social networking sites. 

Social networking sites allow users to make connections and keep in touch with 

other users. As there is the possibility to interact via messaging (both instant and via a 

form of email service) and status updates, there is the opportunity for language practice. 

Teacher can create an English earning profile on the site and students can become 

friends with the it. You can post useful information concerning English grammar and 

vocabulary in particular sphere. Students are allowed to post interesting and exciting 
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articles to discuss. Teachers can then answer students’ questions online and engage in 

discussions. 

Social networking apps, as What’s up and Viber. 

Create a class group on a social networking app. Groups are a form of virtual 

club. If the group has a clearly defined purpose, which can be defined in class this will 

encourage online activity. The teacher can act as an administrator, suggesting topics 

for discussion and posting links or even funny pictures. The teacher also uses this group 

to make announcement and to share extra materials. This can become more exciting if 

members are attracted from outside the class by class members inviting their friends to 

join. 

Youtube in English teaching and learning. 

First of all, the teacher quickly finds thousands of English learning videos on 

YouTube—for free. The teacher can use video in the classroom or as a homework. You 

can choose video with different contents: explaining grammar, expanding vocabulary 

or interviews in particular field. It’s better to choose short videos so there’s no chance 

of students losing their focus. Many of the videos let students see the speaker’s mouths. 

This way students can better understand how their mouths move to create different 

English sounds. Youtube videos can improve student’s ability to speak. 

As you can see there are both advantages and disadvantages when it comes to 

integrating social media in the classroom. Ultimately it takes a number of components 

coming together successfully to make social media a valuable educational tool for both 

students and teachers. Teachers need to have the experience and knowledge to 

introduce social media as an educational tool. students need to have a proper 

understanding of how social media may and may not be used in the classroom.  
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