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Scottish Gaelic Place-names: The Collected Works of Charles M. Robertson, 1864–
1927 / ed. by J. King ; foreword by D. U. Stiùbhart. — Skye : Sabhal Mòr Ostaig ; Clò 
Ainmean-Àite na h-Alba, 2019. — 554 p.

This large book is very welcome, containing as it does carefully presented oral evidence 
for over 8,000 place-name forms in Scottish Gaelic, gathered at a time (a hundred years ago) 
when the language was much more widely used in Scotland than it is now. The Revd Charles 
Robertson, whose published academic work on Scottish Gaelic is usefully documented within 
this book, recorded in a set of notebooks the local names of each place he served as a Gaelic-
speaking peripatetic clergyman in the Inner Hebrides and the Western Highlands of the Scottish 
mainland. Many of the names are not on the Ordnance Survey map and would have been 
altogether lost but for his interest and diligence.

The editor Jacob King has pieced together Robertson’s life story and the history 
of the compilation of the notebooks, which Robertson continued adding to on return visits for 
over thirty years. The story of Robertson’s life, his work methods and informants, are described 
at the beginning of the book. He was in correspondence with other Scottish Gaelic scholars of his 
day, especially W. J. Watson who wrote The History of the Celtic Place-Names of Scotland (1926). 
This introduction is followed by a selection of 8 published and unpublished articles to provide 
context for the previously unpublished name research which follows in Part 2. However, even 
the articles previously published have been ampli  ed with material from Robertson’s later 
discoveries.

The notebooks he compiled cover the place-names of Sutherland and Caithness, Ross 
and Cromarty, Skye, the Inner Hebrides, Inverness-shire and Nairnshire, Lochaber, Perthshire, 
Argyll, Jura, Islay, and Arran. Where map names had been anglicised inaccurately he restored 
them to Gaelic orthography as he heard them, with a system of diacritics to indicate particular 
pronunciations, and sometimes short descriptions of the place or local information about it 
(further folklore awaits another volume). After the contents of the notebooks themselves is 
an appendix cataloguing Robertson’s papers and an index of people and place-names in the book. 
The editor deserves thanks for his hard work in making all this information accessible.

Kay Muhr

 


