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Abstract—The connections between stochastic differential equations in which continuous and
discontinuous random processes serve as sources of randomness and deterministic equations
for the probabilistic characteristics of solutions of these stochastic equations are studied. In
the study, we use various approaches based on the stochastic change of variables formula (It6’s
formula), on the analysis of local infinitesimal characteristics of the process, and on the theory of
semigroups of operators in combination with the generalized Fourier transform. This allows us to
obtain direct and inverse integro-differential equations for various probabilistic characteristics.
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INTRODUCTION

A broad class of processes occurring in various fields of natural science, social phenomena, and
economics, can be described mathematically using differential equations with random perturba-
tions—stochastic differential equations (SDEs).

The class of SDEs in which randomness stems from a Wiener process has been studied most
thoroughly. Owing to the continuity of trajectories in a Wiener process, solutions of such equations
(diffusion processes) also have the property of continuity of trajectories; therefore, modeling based
on diffusion-type equations is most suitable for describing processes without jumps.

Classical diffusion processes have a characteristic property: the variance of the deviation of the
process from the initial position over the time period At is proportional to At; such processes are
called normal diffusion processes. However, for example, for diffusion processes in turbulent media
or protein diffusion in a DNA molecule, according to the results of observations, the variance of
the deviation is proportional to At u > 1. Processes with such properties (they are referred to
as superdiffusion processes), just as processes with jumps, cannot be described in the framework of
normal diffusion. They are modeled using Lévy processes and more general Markovian processes—
the Lévy-type processes (see, e.g., [1]).

Both in applications and in fundamental research, one is often interested not so much in the
process itself as in its various characteristics; therefore, the relationship between stochastic equations
and the corresponding deterministic equations for the probabilistic characteristics of these stochastic
processes is one of the main directions in stochastic analysis. This connection remains the one most
studied for diffusion processes and for the corresponding equations for characteristics, which are
partial differential equations of the parabolic type (see, for example, [2, 3]).

In the present paper, we consider ways of passing from SDEs to equations for probabilistic char-
acteristics using the example of a class of equations in which the source of randomness is Lévy
processes. A specific feature of the processes under consideration that distinguishes them from
diffusion processes is that the resulting deterministic equations are integro-differential (pseudodif-
ferential). We discuss the following main approaches.

1. The approach based on the Ito stochastic integral (see, e.g., [4, 5]) considers characteristics
such as the averaging of the Borel function of the process under study. Using the It6 formula,
an integro-differential equation is then derived that has the characteristic selected as a solution.
There is also an inverse relation from equations for probabilistic characteristics to stochastic
equations (see, e.g., [6, 7]).
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2. The approach that permits one to obtain equations for probabilistic characteristics under the
assumption of existence of the following three limits for the random process under study: the
limits as At — 0 for the “first and second moments” under the condition of proximity of the
process values at times t and ¢ + At (see conditions (9) and (10) below) and the limit (11),
responsible for the process continuity properties (see, e.g., [2, 8]).

3. The semigroup approach establishing a connection between homogeneous Markov processes
and transition semigroups of these processes (Markov, Feller, and Lévy) (see, e.g., [9-12]).

4. The approach in which the properties of stochastic processes are studied via the behavior
of a characteristic function—the Fourier transform (in the general case, the generalized one)
of the transition function of the process. In this approach, which is abut with the previous
one, the Lévy—Khintchine formula for infinitely divisible distributions allows one to produce
a representation of the Fourier transform of the generator of the transition semigroup in the
form of a second-order polynomial and some integral term responsible for the behavior of the
process in the presence of discontinuous random perturbations.

There are deep and not always obvious connections between all these approaches. Some of these
connections have not been studied in the desired completeness despite the huge number of papers
dealing with the study of these issues. For example, as we will see in the present paper, one and the
same function determines a certain probabilistic characteristic of the process in the first approach,
can serve as a test function when studying equations in spaces of generalized functions in the second
approach, and can be used as the initial condition under the action of a semigroup in the third one.

The paper consists of four sections. In Sec. 1, we answer the questions of what should be
understood by an SDE in which the source of randomness is a Lévy process and what are the
conditions for the existence of a solution of this equation. In Sec. 2, based on a generalization of
the Itd6 formula to the case of discontinuous processes, we derive a backward integro-differential
equation for a probabilistic characteristic of the form g¢(¢,z) := E**[h(X(T))], determined in the
general case by a Borel function A of the random process X = {X(¢) : t € [0,7]}. In Sec. 3, we
discuss the approach based on the assumption about the existence of three limits. The example
considered in this section allows us to demonstrate the possibilities of generalized differentiation
when treating the equation for the density of the transition probability of the process X. In Sec. 4,
we show how Fourier transform methods can be used to obtain the generator of the transition
semigroup {S(t) : t > 0} of the process X, which is a pseudodifferential operator. Based on this, we
write an equation for the characteristics of a process of the form u(t,z) := S(¢t)h(x) and show the
link between the properties of smoothness of the characteristic g(¢,x) and the function h(x) that
determines it.

This paper is aimed at clarifying the connections between the properties of stochastic processes
modeled by stochastic equations, integro-differential equations for these processes, semigroups of
operators, generalized solutions, and the Fourier transform; therefore, for transparency, all reasoning
is carried out for the case of processes ranging in R. The results obtained can be carried over to
the case of values in R™. Research into infinite-dimensional problems, to which recent papers by
the present authors have been devoted, becomes complicated already at the stage of stating the
problem (see, e.g., [13-15]); therefore, it has required a thorough preliminary analysis in the finite-
dimensional case.

1. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Consider the stochastic differential equation
dX(t) = a(X (1)) dt + B(X(t)) dL(t), t=>0, (1)

in which a Lévy process L = {L(t) : t > 0} is the source of randomness.

Definition 1 [16]. A random process L = {L(t) : t > 0} defined on a probability space
(Q, F,(Ft)i>0, P) and ranging in the state space (R", B(R™)) is called a Lévy process if it satis-
fies the following conditions:

(L1) It is a process with independent increments; i.e., for any n € N and 0 < t; < ... < t,, the
random variables L(0), L(t;) — L(0), L(t2) — L(t1), ..., L(t,) — L(t,—1) are independent.

(L2) It starts from zero a.s.; i.e., a.s. L(0) = 0.
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(L3) It is time-homogeneous; i.e., the distribution law of the increment £L(L(s+1t)— L(s)), s,t > 0,
is independent of s.

(L4) It is stochastically continuous; i.e., P(|L(s +t) — L(s)| > e) - 0ast — 0 for any s > 0
and € > 0.

(L5) Its trajectories are right continuous and have finite left limits a.s.

If conditions (L1)—(L4) are satisfied for a process L, then it is called a Lévy process over distri-
bution.

Condition (L5) is often dropped when considering Lévy processes. This is related to the fact that
each Lévy process over distribution has a modification whose trajectories are a.s. right continuous
and have finite left limits (see, e.g., [10]). In the present paper, condition (L5) is assumed to be
satisfied.

Following [4], we introduce the quantity
N(t,A) =#{0<s<t:AL(s)€ A}, ¢t>0, AeB(R\{0}),

equal to the number of those jumps of the process L within time interval [0,¢] whose height
AL(s) := L(s) — L(s—) belongs to the set A. For any w €  and ¢ > 0, the function N(¢,-)(w)
is a counting measure on B(R \ {0}), and v(-) = E[N(1,-)] is an intensity measure associated
with the process L. If the set A is bounded below,' then the process {N(t, A) : t > 0} is Pois-
son with intensity A = v(A), with the measure N (¢, A) being a Poisson random measure on the
space (Ry x (R\ {0}),B(R;) ® B(R\ {0})) and the measure N(t, A) := N(t,A) — tv(A) being
a martingale-valued Poisson random measure on this space.

In the notation introduced, the structure of a Lévy process is described by the Lévy—Ité decom-
position (see, e.g., [4, p. 126])

L(t) = at + bW (t) + / gN(t,dg) + / gN (t,dq), (2)

[q]>1 lg|<1

where {W(t) : t > 0} is a standard Wiener process and a and b are constants. This representation
permits one to assign meaning to the differential dL(t) in Eq. (1) and produce an SDE-based
mathematical model of the process X of the form

t

—&= / dS—I—/b(X(s—)) AW (s)
0 ! (3)
+/ / K(X(s—)7Q)N(ds,dq)+/ / F(X(s—),q)N(ds,dg), te[0,T),

0 |g|>1 0 [g|<1

which generalizes this equation, where the coefficients a, b, K, and F' satisfy the conditions of
existence of integrals. The second term on the right-hand side in Eq. (3) is the It6 integral over
a Wiener process, and the third term is a finite sum (because the process L cannot have an infinite
number of jumps within a finite time interval by virtue of condition (L5)),

/ | BN @sd) = 3 K(X(5-). ALE) - xa (AL().

0 Jg21 Ossst

where A = {q € R:|q| > 1} and x(:) is the characteristic function of the set A. Finally, the last
term in (3) can be rewritten as
t

[ [ receorafaman = | [ rxvasin - [ [ e apianas

0 |ql<1 0 |gl<1 0 lgl<1

YA€ B(R\ {0}) and 0 ¢ A.
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The process X = {X(t) : t > 0} defined by Eq. (3) has a structure more general than the
process (2) and is called a Lévy type process. Quite general conditions for its existence are known;
they are given |4, pp. 374, 388] by the following assertion.

Theorem 1. Let a mapping K be predictable, and let mappings a, b, and F satisfy the Lipschitz
conditions and the conditions of sublinear growth—there exist positive constants Cy and Cy for which
one has the inequalities

la(y) — a(=)| + [b) — b(z)| + / F(y,q) — F(z0)|v(dg) < Cily — I, 3,2 € R,

lg|<1

a*(y) + b*(y) + / F*(y,q)v(dg) < Co(1+y?), yeR

lgl<1

Then there exists a unique strong? solution of problem (3) that is a homogeneous Markov process.

In the present paper, we derive integro-differential (pseudodifferential) equations for the proba-
bilistic characteristics of the process X defined by Eq. (3). To this end, we use the approach based
on the It6 formula, Kolmogorov’s approach based on calculating the limits, and the semigroup
approach in conjunction with the Fourier transform.

2. APPROACH BASED ON THE ITO FORMULA

It6’s formula for a discontinuous process, which in the general case is a Lévy type process, has
a more complex structure than in the case of continuous processes.

Let {X(t) : t > 0} be a Lévy type process defined by the relation

0 0 |g|>1

X(t)—f—/ta(s) ds—l—/tb(s) dW(s)—i—/t / R(s,q)N(ds,dq)

T / / 3(s,q)N (ds, dg), € [0,T].
0 |ql<1
Then for each function f € C*?(R,,R), with probability 1, one has the relation

t

F(EX@) = F0.XO) = [ (£(5,X(52) + ()2 (5, X (52) + 50 (6)F 5. X(5))) s

0

_|._
—
—

f(s,X(s—) —I—R(s,q)) - f(s,X(s—))}N(ds,dq)

¢ ¢ (5)
+ (s Xy aw ()« [ [ (75X +5600) = 15 X(5-) | N(ds. da)
0 0 |gl<1
[ ] [ 4 506.0) = (5 X(52) = B, (5. X (5)) () d,
0 lgl<1

called the It6 formula for a Lévy type process (4) (see, e.g., [17; 5, p. 278]|).

2 As is customary in stochastic analysis, a strong solution is a process that a.s. satisfies relation (3) and is consistent
with the filtering (F:):>0 generated by random perturbations entering the equation.
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Consider the process X = {X (t) : t > 0}—a strong solution of problem (3). Since X is Markovian,
associated with it is the transition probability function P(t,x;T, A)—the probability of transition
of the process X from the position x at time ¢ into one of the states of the Borel set A in time T —t¢.
Important characteristics of the current position of the process, X (¢) = z, are functions of the form

g(t, ) == Eb [h(X(T))] - /h(y)P(t,x;T, dy), te[0,T], zeR, (6)

R

where h : R — R is a bounded Borel function. In the next theorem, based on the It6 formula, we
derive an integro-differential equation satisfied by the function g(t,x). This is a backward equation,
and for this equation we state the backward Cauchy problem with the condition ¢(T, z) = h(x).

Theorem 2. Let X = {X(t) : t > 0} be a strong solution of problem (3) with the initial condi-
tion & € R. If the function g(t,x) defined by relation (6) has continuous partial derivatives g;, g,
and g, then it is a solution of the Cauchy problem

xx)?

~gilt0) = al@)git.o) + @)L 0a) + [ [alto+ Klz,0) - gltn)|vido)

lg|=1
s [ [oltn+ Fw0) — 900.0) - Flo a)g 0.0l "
lal<1
g(T,x) =h(z), zeR, tel0,T]
Proof. Applying the It6 formula (5) to the function g and the process X, we obtain
g(?f,X(lf)?f —9(0,X(0))
= [ (06X (59) + alX(5))t 5 X))+ 35 (X(5=) (5 X (5))) s
+ / / [g(s,X(s—) + K(X(s—),q)) — g(s,X(s—))]N(ds,dq)
0 |g|=1
-l-o/b(X(s—))g;(s,X(s—)) dW (s) (8)
+ / / -g<s,X(s—) + F(X(s—),q)) — g(s,X(s—))]N(ds,dq)
0 lgl<1 ~
+/ / -g<s,X(s—) —I—F(X(s—),q)) — g(s,X(s—))
0 [gl<1

- F(X (). ) (5. X(5-) | wlag) .

By virtue of the definition of the function g and the Markov property of the process X, we have

E|g(t. X(1)] =E [E”‘(” [h(X(T))H
— [ [ ho)P(e.a 7).t o) = [ nw)P0.6 T dy) = E[5(0.X(0)];

R

consequently, the expectation of the right-hand side of the representation (8) is zero. Then, accord-
ing to the stochastic Fubini theorem, we have the relation

DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS  Vol. 57 No.3 2021



384 MELNIKOVA et al.
t

/E[g; (s,X(s—)) + a(X(s—))g; (S,X(s—)) + %bQ (X(s—))ggl. (s,X(s—))}ds

0
t

ve| [ f [g(s,x<s>+K(X(s>,q))g(s,X<s>)}N<ds,dq)]

0 |q|>1

+E /b(X(s—))g;(s,X(s—)) dW(s)]
+E / / [g(s,X(s—) + F(X(s—), q)) - g(s, X(s—))} N(ds, dq)]

0 [qg|<1

+/tE[ / [Q(S,X(s—HF(X(s—),q))—g(SaX(H)

0 lgl<1
—F(X(s—),q)9d,(s, X(s—))} I/(dq)] ds = 0.

Since the Wiener process and the measure N are martingale, the third and fourth terms in this
relation are zero. Let us use the following property of the Poisson random measure V:

{/f dsdq]ds/f dg), [ € Ly(A);

then we obtain

t

[ B |65 X(50) + alX(5)) o X 5-) o+ G205 (5, X(50)

+ / [g(s,X(s—)—i—K(X(S—),q))—g(saX(S_))}V(dq)

lg|>1

# [ ol X6+ FOXG0) - as. X060

lgl<1
— F(X(s—), q)g; (s, X(s—))} u(dq)] ds = 0.
Since t € [0,T] is arbitrary, it follows that the integrand vanishes for each 0 < s <t < T,

E|g. (s,X(s—)) + a(X(s—))g; (S,X(s—)) + %bQ (X(S—))g;/x (S,X(S—))

+/ [g(S,X(S—)—FK(X(S—),q))—9(57X(3_))]V(dQ)

l[g|>1

+ / [Q(S,X(S—) + F(X(s—), q)) - g(s, X(s—)) — F(X(s—), q)g; (S,X(s—))] V(dq):| =0.

lgl<1
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If the evolution of the process starts at time ¢ € [0,7] from the point X (¢) = z € R, then the last
relation turns into the desired backward equation (7). The proof of the theorem is complete.

3. APPROACH VIA LIMIT RELATIONS

This approach dates back to the ideas due to Kolmogorov [18] for diffusion processes and makes
use of the three limit variables [8, p. 56].

Let p(t,z; T, y) be the transition probability density® of the process {X(¢) : ¢ > 0}, and assume
that for each € > 0 there exist finite limits

. 1
Alglo AL / (z — 2)p(t,z;t + At, z) dz = A(t,x) + O(e), (9)
|z—z|<e
. L _ 2 . _
Alilllo A7 / (z —2)°p(t,z;t + At, 2)dz = B(t,xz) + O(e), (10)
|z—z|<e

t,xst+ At
lim p(t, 23t + At 2) = G(t,z;z) under the condition |z — x| > e. (11)
At—0 At

Then the density p(t,x; T, y) satisfies the backward equation

/ / 1 /!
—pi(t 2 Toy) = At 2)pe (6 23 T, y) + 5 Bt 2)pi, (823 T, y)
(12)
+ / (p(t,z;T,y) — p(t,x; T, y))G(t, x;2)dz, t€(0,T).

R

In relations (9) and (10), the convergence is assumed to be uniform with respect to = and ¢, and in
relation (11), with respect to z, z, and ¢. Note that in the case of diffusion processes, the limit (11)
is zero—this limit serves as a characteristic of continuity/discontinuity of the process.

As an example illustrating this approach, we obtain the backward equation for the transition
probability density of the process

X(t) =at+ bW (t) +cN(t), t>0, (13)
where W = {W(t) : ¢ > 0} is a standard Wiener process, {N(¢) : ¢ > 0} is a Poisson process
with intensity A, and the quantities a, b, and ¢ are constants. We will assume that the Wiener and
Poisson processes are prescribed independently of each other and find the probability distribution

density of the process (13) as the convolution of the distribution densities of each term. The density
of the degenerate distribution is a delta function,

Par(2) = 6(z — at),
the probability distribution density of the random variable bW (7) has the form

1
e—z2/(27'b2)

nH\R) = 5

and the probability distribution density of the random variable ¢cN(7) has the form

[2/c]
by k
Pen(r)(2) = Z (Ar) §(z — ck)e ™.

k=0

3 Further, to be concise, instead of the “transition probability density function” we write “density” everywhere where
this does not lead to confusion.
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Therefore, for the probability distribution density of the random variable X (7) we obtain

e\ S (AT)k (a—ck—am)2 /(27D
Px(1)(2) = Par * Pow (r) * Pen(r) (2) = Z e (zmehmar)”/@rt7),
k=0

Using the fact that the processes under consideration and, as a consequence, the process (13)
are homogeneous in time and space, p(t,z;T,y) = p(0,0;T — ¢,y — x), and that the function
p(0,0;T —t,y — x) is the probability distribution density pxr—¢ (y — ), we obtain

o~ MT—1) ’“

Wﬁz

Calculating the local moments (9) and (10) for the process X and the function G(¢,x;z), we
arrive at the formulas

p(t7 :L'; T, y) _(y_m_Ck_a(T_t))Z/(sz (T_t)) .

1 <
A(t,x) = lim AL / (z —x)p(t,z;t + At, 2)dz = @ °=C
At—0 t‘z ) a+ch, e>c
1 2 <
B(t,x) hmA— / (z—x)p(t,z;t + At, 2)d & °=¢
At—0 t\z—x|<a b2 + 02)\’ e>ec,

p(t,z;t+ At z)  JA(z—xz—¢), e<c

0, e>c.

The established limit values permit one to write the backward equation (12) for the function
p(t,x; T, y)—the density of process (13),

b2
—pi(t,z;T,y) = apl(t,z; T, y) + 51?&%(@ z;T,y) + ANp(t,z +¢; T, y) — p(t,z; T, y)). (14)

In the example considered, the density of the process X is differentiable only in the sense of
generalized functions. Since, in this case, the functions A(t,z) and B(t, z) are constant for small €
(e < ¢) and G(t,x;-) is a delta function, Eq. (14) itself admits formalization in the generalized
sense; at the same time, for the test functions it suffices to consider twice continuously differentiable
functions of the variable x with compact support. It is more difficult to formalize Eq. (12) in the
general case, in particular, owing to the behavior of the functions A(t,z) and B(t, x), which are not
multipliers in this space of test functions.

Remark. The approach discussed in this section permits one to obtain, along with the backward
equation, the forward equation for the transition probability density. Suppose that for each ¢ > 0,
uniformly in = and ¢, there exist limits (9) and (10) and, uniformly in z, z, and ¢, there exists
a limit (11). Then the density p(t, z;T,y) satisfies the forward equation [8, p. 50]

Ptz T,y) (A p(t,x;T,y)) + (B(T, y)p(t, =T, y))

1
8 2 Oy?
+ [ (G(T, zy)p(t,; T, z) — G(T,y; 2)p(t, 25 T, y)) dz, 0<t<T.
R
This equation admits formalization in the generalized sense on the same test functions as Eq. (14),

because A(T,y) and B(T,y) are multipliers in the space of continuous functions with compact
support.
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4. SEMIGROUP APPROACH

Let us discuss one more approach to producing a deterministic equation generated by the stochas-
tic equation (3). This approach is related to the theory of semigroups of operators and the Fourier
transform.

We denote the space of bounded Borel measurable functions on R"by B, (R"™) and the space of
continuous functions f on R™ for which lim f(z) = 0 by Co(R"). Let D be the Schwartz space
xr—r0o0

~ ~

on R" and let F[f](c) = f(o) and F![f](x) = f(z) be the direct and inverse Fourier transforms,
respectively. Let us introduce several concepts.

Definition 2 [10, p. 2|. A one-parameter family S = {S(t) : t > 0} of linear operators in the
space B,(R™) that satisfy, for any ¢,s > 0 and f € B,(R"), the conditions
(S1) S(t+s)f =S(t)S(s)f (the semigroup property) and S(0) = id
(S2) If f >0, 1i.e., f(z) >0 for all z € R", then S(t)f > 0 (the preservation of positivity)
(S3) If f <1,1ie., f(z) <1forall z € R”, then S(t)f <1 (the sub-Markovian property)
(S4) S(t)1 =1 (the persistence property)
is called a Markov semigroup. A family S satisfying conditions (S1)—(S3) is called a sub-Markov
semigroup.

If X ={X(t):t> 0} is a homogeneous Markov process in (R", B(R")) with transition func-
tion P(s,x;t, A), then the family of operators

SOf(@)i= B [(X0)] = [ FwPOsitdy. feB®), seR, 120, (1)

forms a semigroup in the space B,(R™), called the transition semigroup of process X, and it is
Markovian. In particular, this is true for a process X that is a solution of problem (3).

The transition semigroup gives various characteristics of the current position of the pro-
cess {X(t) :t > 0} for a known initial position X(0) = x. Recall that the function g(¢,z) de-
fined by relation (6) is a characteristic of the position of the process X (t) = x for a known terminal
position X (7). By comparing the function (6) with the family (15), it becomes clear why the
integro-differential equation for the function g(¢,z) describing the history of development of the
process until the time T is backward and why the Cauchy problem for this equation is naturally
produced backward, whereas the evolution equation, which will be obtained below for the func-
tion u(t,z) := S(t) f(z), is direct with the initial condition f(z).

A subclass of the semigroups introduced is formed by Feller semigroups, that is, sub-Markov
semigroups mapping Cy(R™) to Co(R™) and strongly continuous at the origin: || S(t)f — f|| — 0
as t — 0 for each f € Cy(R™). The corresponding time-homogeneous Markov random processes are
called Feller processes.

A special place among transition semigroups is occupied by semigroups that can be represented
in the form of convolution operators as

St) f(z) = /f(y)m(x —dy), feBR"), zeR", t>0. (16)

Rn

This kind of operators opens up opportunities for the effective use of the Fourier transform. The
possibility of the representation (16) is determined by the structure of the transition probability
function, namely, its invariance with respect to shifts of the state space; this corresponds to the
property of the semigroup to be invariant with respect to spatial shifts. We have the following chain
of statements:

1. A continuous linear operator S acting from D(R") to C(R™) is a convolution operator (with
kernel n € D'(R™)) if and only if it is invariant with respect to shifts, 7,(Sf) = S(7, f), where
7, f(x) = f(z —y), x,y € R" [19, p. 184].

2. A (Feller) transition semigroup of the process X is invariant with respect to shifts if and only
if X is a Lévy process [10, p. 35].
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3. The class of homogeneous Markov processes whose transition function is invariant with respect
to shifts of the state space (the property of spatial additivity, P(s,z;t,dy) = P(s,0;t,dy—x))
coincides with the class of homogeneous processes with independent increments |20, p. 263] and
necessitates considering homogeneous (in time and space) Markov processes with independent
increments—Lévy processes, for which the kernel of the operator (16) is determined by the
relation

ne(x — dy) := P(0,z;t,dy) = P(0,0;t,dy — x).

Denoting the distribution law for a process that has a.s. started from origin by p, := L(X (t)),
t > 0, we obtain the representation

n(—dy) = p(dy) = P(0,0;t,dy), (17)

which is more convenient for the reasoning to follow.

It is well known that the distribution law e of a stochastically continuous process with indepen-
dent increments that a.s. starts from the orlgln (i.e., a process with properties (L1), (L2), and (L4))
is infinitely divisible |16, p. 4], gy = (pt¢/n)*™, or, in ‘terms of Fourier transform, 5y = (fie/n)"

According to the Lévy—Khintchine formula the characteristic function of an infinitely divisible
distribution p has the form

2mi(o) = 2 F ' [u] = / 1 y(dy) = ), o € R, (18)
where
| 1 . |
$o) = a0}~ 2(0,B0) + [ (43~ 1 o) Xy () (), (19

a € R", B is a symmetric nonnegative defined n X n matrix, and v is a measure on R" satisfying
the conditions v({0}) = 0 and [ (Jy|* A 1)v(dy) < co. The triple (a, B,v) is determined uniquely
Rn
by the measure p. The converse is also true; namely, for each triple (a, B,v) satisfying the above
conditions there exists an infinitely divisible measure p with the characteristic function (18), (19).
Thus, if X is a stochastically continuous process with independent increments a.s. starting from
the origin, then its distribution law p, is characterized at each time by the triple (a(t), B(t), 1),
and the process is thereby determined by the tuple of triples {(a(t), B(t),v;) : t > 0}. In this
case, if the process X is time-homogeneous (property (L3)), then the triple is also homogeneous,
(a(t), B(t),v;) = (ta,tB,tv), and the characteristic function acquires the form

277,[1/15( ) E[ (o, X ( t))] — etw(o')?

where the function ¢ (o) is determined by relation (19); i.e., the Lévy process is fully characterized
by the triple (a, B, v).

Let us return to semigroups corresponding to Lévy processes and derive an evolution equation
for the characteristic of the form wu(t,z) = S(t) f(x). To this end, we find the infinitesimal generator

of the transition semigroup
Af(e) ity SOI@ —16)

using the Fourier transform, following [11, p. 59]. To ensure the existence of direct and inverse
Fourier transforms, first, for simplicity, we assume that f € D. It follows from the representa-
tion (16) that

~

FISW) f(@)] = FLf =n] = fo)i(0),

where, by virtue of relation (17),

(o) = E[e "X O70] = / e, (dy) = / ¢ uy(dz) = 2y (0).

Rn Rn
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Then

-~

410 = 7 [ty PO o)) = 7t i S )| = 7 vt o)

t—0 t—0

This representation shows that the generator of the transition semigroup of a Lévy process is
a pseudodifferential operator with the symbol (o) defined in (19). Hence, using the properties of
the Fourier transform, we find the generator of the semigroup,

Af(@) = (@9 5@) + 5 dvBYF@) + [ (9= 1) = (T5@Lmmalal)) o),
Rn
It was proved in [9, p. 208| that CZ(R") C Dom (A) and the resulting representation takes place for
each f € C3(R").
If the process X is not a Lévy process but is homogeneous Markovian (in particular, a Lévy
type process), then, under some auxiliary conditions, the generator of the corresponding operator
semigroup {S(¢) : ¢ > 0} can also be found using the Lévy—Khintchine formula with the help

of the inverse Fourier transform. Namely [10, p. 47|, if A is the generator of a Feller semigroup
and D C Dom (A), then

Af(2) = (ela), f(2)) + (a(e), V() + 3 div B)V (2)
# [ (#6410 = (Ve l)) ) vio. i),

R n

Thus, for the probabilistic characteristic

u(t,z) = S(t)f(z) = /f(y)P(0,0;t,dy —z), t>0, zeR"

of the process X we have the following assertion.

Proposition 1. Let X be a Feller process, and let D C Dom (A); then for each f € Dom (A)
the function u(t,x) is a solution of the Cauchy problem

w(t, ) = Au(t,z), u(0,z) = f(z), t=20, zeR",

with the operator A determined by relation (20).
In conclusion, we use the semigroup technique to prove the following assertion.
Proposition 2. Let the function g = g(t,z), t € [0,T], x € R", be defined by relation (6).

If X is a Feller process, then for each h € Dom (A) N Co(R™) the function g is twice continuously
differentiable with respect to x.

Proof. By virtue of the homogeneity of the process in time, the function g can be represented
as the action of the semigroup

g(t,z) = /h(y)P(t,x;T, dy) = /h(y)P(O,a:;T —t,dy) = S(T —t)h(z), he Cy(R").
Rn Rn
It follows from the commutativity of the semigroup with its generator on its domain that g€ Dom(A)
for h € Dom (A), Ag(t,x) = AS(T —t)h(z) = S(T —t)Ah(x). It remains to note that the functions

lying in the domain of A are twice continuously differentiable. The proof of the proposition is
complete.
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Thus, in the present paper,

— Based on the It6 formula, we have derived an integro-differential equation for the function g
determined by formula (6).

— Based on the approach using the limit relations (9)—(11), we have obtained forward and
backward equations for the transition probability density, which, in essence, are generalized.

— Based on the semigroup approach, we have obtained the direct Cauchy problem for proba-
bilistic characteristics of the type S(¢) f(z).

— Using the semigroup technique, we have shown that the condition of differentiability of the
function g¢(t,z) with respect to x can be carried over to the function h(z) and consequently,
we may not require the differentiability of the transition probability function P(t,x; T, dy).
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