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THE CURRENT STATE OF CORRUPTION IN THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION.
QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE CHARACTERISTICS
Abstract
Corruption in our country is one of the most important problems, because it permeates all levels of
government from top to bottom, as well as the non-state sector. The problem of corruption lies in the fact that
some selfishly use their official position to the detriment of the interests of others, be it the interests of the
population of a country, city, town or a specific commercial organization. This article discusses the main
qualitative and quantitative characteristics of corruption as a socially dangerous phenomenon, provides official
statistics from the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation
and their analysis.
Keywords: corruption, anti-corruption, anti-corruption, bribes, bribery, bribery, damages from
corruption.
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CULTURAL DIPLOMACY AS A SOFT POWER TOOL IN FOREIGN POLICY:
MOROCCO’S APPROACH TOWARDS AFRICA

Abstract

This article discusses Moroccan foreign policy, with a focus on cultural diplomacy as a means of
advancing the country's soft power and attaining foreign policy leverage, particularly in Africa. Morocco's
foreign policy is based on a holistic approach that takes into account geopolitical, geo-economic, and geo-
cultural considerations. The article describes the guiding principles behind Moroccan diplomatic action and
the importance of cultural diplomacy in advancing its soft power. Morocco's cultural diplomacy focuses on
four areas: religion, historicity, tradition, and education. The methods used in this article include a thorough
literature review of academic and non-academic sources, utilizing data from various sources such as academic
articles, government reports, and news articles. The article's findings suggest that Morocco's cultural
diplomacy, is an effective tool in advancing its foreign policy objectives and increasing its influence abroad.

Keywords: Moroccan cultural diplomacy, Soft power, Africa, Cultural Diplomacy, Religious
diplomacy, Moroccan soft power.

Cultural diplomacy has emerged as a crucial component of foreign policy, especially for
countries seeking to strengthen their soft power and extend their influence beyond their borders. For
Morocco, cultural diplomacy has become a central channel for projecting its capacity of influence at
the international level, particularly in Africa. With its rich history as a melting pot of civilizations,
cultural diversity, and societal choices, the Kingdom possesses several assets that can be leveraged
to make cultural diplomacy a pillar of its soft power [22].

Following his succession to the throne in 1999, King Mohammed VI has been a vocal
advocate for the importance of cultural diplomacy in Morocco's foreign policy, stressing the need for
cohesive and coherent cultural actions abroad [3, 204]. The king has also taken a positive attitude
towards the African continent, actively promoting the creation of strategic relationships and
diversification of connections with Francophone and Anglophone countries [1, 444; 2, 243].

Morocco's renewed focus on Africa culminated in its return to the African Union (AU) in
2017 after a 33-year absence, with 39 of the AU's 54 member states voting to readmit Morocco
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[25, p. 4]. In his first speech at the 28th AU Summit in Addis Ababa, King Mohammed VI expressed
his joy at returning home and his affection for the African continent, stating that "Africa is my
continent, and my home. [ am home at last and happily reunited with you. I have missed you all" [13].
For the king, Morocco's desire to play a stronger leadership role in Africa is rooted in the country's
historic ties throughout the region, with cultural, economic, and geopolitical implications [8].

The purpose of this article is to explore the use of cultural diplomacy as a soft power tool by
Morocco, with a particular focus on its approach towards Africa. The article begins by examining
Morocco's pivot to Africa and the factors that have influenced this shift. It then explores the various
forms of cultural diplomacy that Morocco has employed in its foreign policy, including religious
diplomacy, festivals and events diplomacy, scientific and educational cooperation, and the
development of cultural infrastructure. Finally, the article draws conclusions about the effectiveness
of Morocco's cultural diplomacy efforts and their potential for shaping the Kingdom's foreign policy
in the future.

In today's globalized world, countries are continuously searching for ways to increase their
visibility, reputation and influence. Cultural diplomacy has emerged as an important means for
achieving these goals. It can be defined as “the exchange of ideas, information, art, and other aspects
of culture among nations and their peoples in order to foster mutual understanding”. That said,
cultural diplomacy can also be more of a one-way street than a two-way exchange, as when one nation
concentrates its efforts on promoting the national language, explaining its policies and point of view,
or “telling its story “to the rest of the world. [6]. According to Hurn et al. [9], cultural diplomacy is
considered as the third pillar of foreign policy, alongside political and economic diplomacy.

The term cultural diplomacy has gained widespread attention in recent years, with politicians,
diplomats, scientists, and media experts all using the term. However, there is still some ambiguity in
its definition, and it is often used interchangeably with related concepts such as public diplomacy,
nation-branding, propaganda, digital diplomacy, and soft power [10, p. 4]. Ien, Yudhishthir, and
Phillip point out that the semantic field of cultural diplomacy has broadened significantly, now
encompassing any practice related to purposeful cultural cooperation between nations or groups of
nations.

Recently, some countries have realized the importance of an arm's-length relationship between
a cultural presence and the government. For example, the British Council and the Goethe Institute are
funded by the British and German governments, respectively, but they operate independently
[23, p. 198]. While cultural diplomacy is generally separated from public diplomacy, which covers a
whole set of activities related to promoting state interests abroad, the head of the British Council in
India described the Council's work as public diplomacy, with cultural diplomacy being only a small
part of it. [16]

Cultural diplomacy is a prime example of ‘soft power’, the ability to persuade through culture,
values, and ideas, as opposed to ‘hard power’ that conquers or coerces through military might. Walter
Laqueur and others have warned of the long-term danger of diminishing cultural diplomacy,
emphasizing that it has increased in importance in a world facing new dangers, while traditional
diplomacy and military power are of limited use in coping with most of these dangers. [17]

Morocco has shifted its foreign policy towards Africa by prioritizing its relationship with its
continental neighbors over its dispute with Western Sahara. This shift is driven by Morocco's desire
to strengthen its political and economic influence in Africa and enhance its overall foreign policy
objectives. Morocco's re-entry into the African Union in 2017 signaled its willingness to set aside
multilateral organizations and other states' positions regarding Western Sahara and explore
relationship options with them. Morocco's opening to Africa is also driven by its desire to promote
Rabat's plan to confer Western Sahara with the status of an 'autonomous community' within the
Kingdom. This pivot to Africa is likely to bring about many positive outcomes, including enhanced
trade and investment opportunities, increased regional integration, and strengthened diplomatic ties
[25, p. 5; 18].

Morocco's foreign policy is guided by three principles: neighbourliness, solidarity, and
partnership. The country aims to promote south-south cooperation, establish its position as a
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development actor and peacemaker, and defend its territorial integrity. The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs is involved in formulating foreign policy, but its actions are strongly dependent on the
monarch [22]. The country's cultural diplomacy focuses on religion, historicity, tradition, and
education to advance its soft power and attain foreign policy leverage. Moroccan cultural centers
abroad, artistic activities, fairs, and exhibitions are used to increase its influence and highlight its
unified, authentic, rich, and plural identity. African diplomacy remains a priority of the Moroccan
diplomatic arsenal [11; 25].

Religious diplomacy is a powerful tool in promoting a country's soft power and cultural
influence. By leveraging religious resources and connections, nations can establish strong economic
and political ties. A prime example is Morocco, which uses religious diplomacy to enhance its profile
in West Africa and the Sahel.Morocco's religious diplomacy relies on its promotion of moderate
Islam and historical connections, such as the Tijaniyyah Brotherhood, a Sufi order with roots in
Moroccan-West African relations.

Festivals And Events Diplomacy. In recent years, Morocco has increased its efforts to promote
its cultural visibility and project a positive image of the country through the proliferation of cultural
festivals. These festivals have showcased a mixture of Moroccan and international performers and
cultural products, and have often received the approval and financial backing from the Royal Palace
and its inner circle, the Makhzen [25, 7]. Examples of such festivals include the Marrakech
International Film Festival and the Mawazine Rythmes du Monde music festival in Rabat.

Scientific and Educational Cooperation. Morocco prioritizes scientific and educational
cooperation in its cultural diplomacy, with its universities playing a significant role in promoting this
collaboration. Moroccan universities have been instrumental in attracting African students and
establishing itself as one of Morocco's leading university research institutes. Morocco's Agency for
International Cooperation has adopted an encouraging reception policy for international students,
particularly those from African nations.

Developing Cultural Infrastructure. In the pursuit of strengthening its cultural infrastructure,
Morocco has made considerable efforts to promote the city of Rabat as a hub of cultural activity. The
objective of this cultural innovation strategy is to establish Rabat as Rabat, ville lumiére, capitale
culturelle du Maroc, with the aim of elevating its global image. In 2020, Rabat was named the African
Capital of Culture by the United Cities and Local Governments of Africa (UCLGA) [25, p. 10].

The findings of this study suggest that the use of cultural diplomacy as a soft power tool has
been successful in enhancing Morocco's reputation, particularly in Africa.

Morocco has been successful in projecting its soft power in Africa through its cultural
diplomacy. The country's emphasis on its African identity and its commitment to enhancing its soft
power influence on the continent has been reflected in its foreign policy initiatives, including its return
to the African Union and its outreach to African countries. As noted by Koubi [12], King Mohamed
VI has prioritized Africa in Morocco's foreign policy, making it one of the country's top priorities.
Morocco's efforts to renew its leadership position on the continent have paid off, with 19 African
states out of 28 opening consulates in Dakhla and Ladyoune, the two major cities in Western Sahara.

The USC (20) highlights that Morocco's success in attracting consulates in Western Sahara
indicates a growing recognition of its sovereignty over the region. However, Morocco still faces two
major challenges that limit its soft power expansion: the Western Sahara conflict and tensions with
regional rival Algeria, as noted by Tadaloui [24].

Overall, Morocco's soft power strategy in Africa serves as a case study for countries seeking
to enhance their cultural diplomacy and influence in the region. By leveraging its cultural identity
and focusing on Africa, Morocco has been able to project its soft power and gain recognition as a
leader in the continent.
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M. AGGanar, I'. A. banubix
KYJbTYPHAS JUIIJIOMATHS KAK HHCTPYMEHT MSITKOM CUJIbI BO BHEIIIHE
MHOJIMTHUKE: ITOAXOJ MAPOKKO K A®PUKE

AHHOTAIMS

B cratbe paccmaTpuBaeTcst BHEIIHSA MOIUTHKA MapOKKO B KOHTEKCTE KyIbTYPHOH AUMIIOMAaTHH KaK
CpeJICTBA MPOJBIKCHHS / MSATKOH CHJIBI CTPAHBI M MOJYYCHHS! BHCIITHENIOJUTHICCKHX PHIYaroB JaBICHUS,
ocobeHHo B Adpuke. BHemrnss monutrka MapoKKO OCHOBaHA Ha IIEIIOCTHOM MOJAXO[E, YYHUTHIBAOLIEM
IeONOJINTHYECKUE, I€OPKOHOMHYECKHE M I'€OKYJIbTypHBIE acleKThl. B cTaThe ONMCBHIBAIOTCS PYKOBOJSIINE
MPUHIMIBL MApOKKAHCKOW JUIUIOMATHYECKOH IEATENbHOCTH M BAXHOCTh KyJbTYPHOH IUILIOMATHH B
MPOJIBIKEHUH cTpanbl. KynbTypHas qurioMatust MapokKo cOCpeoTOUeHa Ha YeThIPeX 00J1acTsX: Pelurus,
HCTOpUS, TPAJUIMU 1 00pa3oBaHue. MeTobl, HCIOIB30BAHHbIE B 3TOH CTAaThe, BKIIOYAIOT TIIATEIbHBIN 0030p
JIUTEPATyphl C MCIONB30BAHMEM JAHHBIX M3 PA3JIMYHBIX MCTOYHMKOB, TAKMX KaK aKaJeMHYECKHE CTaThH,
MIPaBUTEICTBCHHbBIE OTYETHI U HOBOCTHBIC CTAaThbU. Pe3ynbTaThl CBUICTENBCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO KyJIbTypHas
jurioMatdss Mapokko sBisiercst 9(G(GEKTUBHBIM MHCTPYMEHTOM JUIsi JIOCTHMKGHHSI BHEIIHENONHTHISCKHX
1esIel M yCHIICHHS CBOETO BIMSHMS 3a PyOe:koM (Ha mpumMepe cTpan AQpukn).

KiioueBbie c10Ba: MapOKKaHCKas KyJIbTypHAs JMIUIOMATHS, MsTKas cuia, Adpuka, KyJlbTypHas
JUIIOMATHS, PETUTHO3HAS AUIIOMATHUS, MAPOKKAHCKAs MATKask CUJIA.
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THE IMPACT OF EXTENDED REALITY (XR) IN THE FUTURE OF ADVERTISING
Abstract

Extended reality (XR) technology has the potential to revolutionize the way advertising is delivered
and consumed. However, the current state of research on the use of XR in advertising is fragmented and lacks
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