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JI. ®@. UcxakoBa
N3YUYEHUE SI3bIKA KAK HICTOYHHMK MSITKOM CUJIbI:
PE3YJBTATDBI OITPOCA

AHHOTAIHS

B coBpeMeHHOM Mupe CTpaHBI 4acTO KOHKYPUPYIOT 3a pabodylo CHITy, HHBECTUIUH U T. 1.,
[0ATOMY JUIsl HUX OYE€Hb Ba)KHO CO3]]aBaTh U MOJUIEPKUBATH CBOI MOJI0KUTEIbHBII UMUIDK.

B 5TOM KOHTEKCTe Msrkas CHJIa — CHOCOOHOCTH JOCTHIaTh Iejeil MyTeM NPHUBICYCHHS U
yOSKICHUSI — UMEET peliaroliee 3HaueHue 111 3Q(HEKTHBHOTO NPOBEICHHS BHEIIHEH MOMUTUKH.
SI3BIK TPaANIUOHHO SIBIISICTCS 3HAYUTEIBHBIM HCTOYHUKOM HHTEpeca K CTPaHe, MSTKOTO BINSHUS Ha
MEXKIYHAPOJIHYI ayauTopuio. Ilo3ToMy mporecc OOy4eHHs: WHOCTPAHHOMY SI3bIKY MOXKET
HaMEPEHHO WM HEIPEeJHAMEPEHHO OBITh HCTOYHHKOM MATKOW CHIIBI KOHKPETHOT'O FOCYJapCTBa WK
KyInbTyphl. Bonee Toro, ecinm Takue MEpONpPHUSITUS MIPOBOAATCS OHJIAIH, TO OHU XapaKTepH3YIOTCS
BBICOKOI CKOPOCTBIO CBSI3M ¥l HU3KOH CTOMMOCTBIO. B 9TOM KOHTEKCTe (MATKast Cuila) e TeIbHOCTD
MEXKTYHapO/IHBIX JIUHIBUCTHYECKHUX MPOCKTOB paHee HE aHAIN3HPOBAJIach, 0COOCHHO Yepe3 NPH3MY
KOMMYHHKAIMH, 9TO JeJIaeT UCCIIeIOBaHNe OCOOCHHO aKkTyalbHbIM. COBpEMEHHBIC HCCIIEI0BATEIIH
U aBTOPbI PEHTHHIOB MSTKOH CHJIbI FOCYAAPCTB BBIACISIOT TAKHE DJIEMEHTBhI MSATKOH CHJIbI, Kak
MOJIUTUYECKAst CUCTEMa, IIPaBUTENbCTBO, OM3HeC, 00pa3oBaHKe, KyJIbTypa, S3bIK, IN(GPOBH3ALUS H
np. Yepe3 pasinuHble aCMEKThl S3bIKA MOXKET TMPOSBIATHCS IPHUBIEKATEIBHOCTh CTPAHBL. ABTOD
IIPOBEJI UCCIIeIOBaHUe Ha Iu1aThopMe OHJIAH-0Ipoca, 4ToObI OTCIEUTh, Kakoil (hopmat oOydeHust
HHOCTPaHHOMY SI3bIKY OKa3biBaeT OOJbllIOe BIMSHHE HA (DOPMHUPOBAHHE HMHUJKA CTPAHbI.
OOCy>X1amich TaKue BOIPOCH], KAK HATMINE JIEMEHTOB MATKOI CHIIBI B IIPOLIECCE H3yUCHHUS S3bIKA,
U €CIIU 113, TO KaKKe M3 HUX OKa3bIBAIOT HanbosbInee BiusHue. Kak Mbl BUIMM, IIKOJIBI HAXOSTCS
Ha CTBIKE HECKOJIBKHX JIEMEHTOB MATKOW CHibI (0Opa3oBaHHe, A3bIK, IU(PPOBH3ALMS, KYIbTypa).
[To3TOMyY HHTEPECHO TTOCMOTPETh, B KAKOW CTEMICHH MATKOE BIHMSHHE ITUX chep pacmpOCTpaHIeTCst
4yepes TaKHe MPOEKThI, HOpMHUPYS IPHUBICKATEIBHOCT TOTO HIIM HHOTO TOCYapCTBA ISl PA3TNYHBIX
LEJIEBBIX I'PYMII, @ TAK)KE C IMOMOLIbIO KAKUX TEXHOJIOTHH W MHCTPYMEHTOB OHO peanusyercs. B
pe3yibTaTe HaIlero MCCISIOBAHHUS HaM YHAJIOCh BBISCHUTB, KAKHE SJIEMEHTHI MATKOH CHIIBI Oosee
SIPKO BBIP@XKEHBI B MPOLIECCE U3YUCHHUS HHOCTPAHHOTO SI3bIKA, & TAK)KE MOHATh, B KakuX (hopmarax
0OYYCHUS 3TH 3JIEMEHTBI IIPOSBIISIOTCSL.

KiroueBble cioBa: Msrkas cuia, Impoiecc OOy4eHHss HHOCTPAHHOMY  SI3BIKY,
KOMMYHHUKAIIHOHHBIC TEXHOJIOIUH, 00pa3oBaHue, HU(POBbIE KOMMYHHUKALHH.

S. Mafos
THE IMAGE OF NIGERIA IN THE MEDIA DISCOURSE OF GREAT BRITAIN IN THE
CONTEXT OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION

Abstract

Nigeria had been an agri-based economy before the discovery of oil. The discovery and
exploration of oil made Nigeria a center of attraction for international investors. Unfortunately, in
1980s, there was a decrease in oil revenue of Nigeria as a result of low demand which was caused by
surplus production of oil at the global level. As a consequence, the nation’s global influence also
began to diminish. The result of this was a change in demography as more people began to immigrate.
The article through the Push-Pull theory reveals that these are the driving forces for Nigerians to
immigrate to Europe. It explains the image of Nigeria in the media discourse of Great Britain as an
economy characterized by corruption, insecurity, unemployment, underemployment, socio-
economic and political instabilities, food security, inflation, etc. The article claims that the political
and socio-economic instabilities of Nigeria are the main reasons or driving forces why most
Nigerians migrate to Europe. As a conclusion several recommendations are proposed on how to
manage the high rate of immigration and restore the global reputation of Nigeria.

Keywords: media discourse, image of the country, Nigeria, international migration.
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Introduction

Nigeria was an agri-based economy before the discovery of oil. The discovery and exploration
of oil in commercial quantity by Shell BP in 1956, at Oloibiri, Bayelsa State, made Nigeria to shift
from an agri-based economy to petrol-based economy. A great number of international companies
like Mobil, Gulf (Chevron), Agip, Safrap (later Elf), Tenneco (later Texaco), Philips Great Basins
Texaco Overseas and Union, joined Shell in prospecting for oil Nigeria [2].

Nigeria was a center of attraction for international investors. It became a destination for
foreigners, especially expatriates who came into the country for business or professional
engagements. This however increased and improved positively the image of the country, its reputation
and prestige at the Global level. Nigeria became the biggest producer of crude oil in West Africa and
the sixth-largest supplier of oil in the world. Oil revenue became significant to Nigeria’s emergence
as a global player in world politics [1]. It is important to note that Nigeria is a mono-economy.

Unfortunately, in 1980s, there was a decrease in oil revenue of Nigeria as a result of low
demand which was caused by surplus production of oil at the global level. However, the effect of
diminishing oil revenue became more pronounced for Nigeria. As a consequence, the nation’s global
influence also began to diminish. The result of this was a change in demography as more people
began to immigrate.

The Structural Adjustment Program (SAP) introduced in 1986 was meant to revive the
economy. The economic crises led to increase debts, unimaginable hardship, accompanied with
unemployment, poverty, corruption, etc. At this point Nigeria has lost its glory and most investors
have left the country. The SAP policies led the government to downsize the economy and withdrawn
the social services. This made the citizens to be depressed, and the rate of insecurity in the country
increased, as some took to crime why others sort for a way to migrate out of the country by any means.

The article through the Push-Pull theory reveals that these are the driving forces for Nigerians
to immigrate to Europe. It explains the image of Nigeria in the media discourse of Great Britain as an
economy characterized by corruption, insecurity, unemployment, underemployment, socio-economic
and political instabilities, food security, inflation, etc.

Thus, our statement is: the political and socio-economic instabilities of Nigeria are the main
reasons or driving forces why most Nigerians migrate to Europe.

Theoretical framework: Push-Pull theory by G. Ravenstein

The Push-Pull Theory was first coined in the 19th century by Georg Ravenstein, a German-
English geographer and cartographer. Ravenstein attributed some factors as the forces behind
voluntary and forced migration. These factors are what he categorized as push and pull factors.
According to him people migrate because of factors that push them out of their existing nation and
factors that pull (attract) them into another. Pull factors attract people to migrate from their place of
abode to a new area. A saturated labour market, demographic shifts, unemployment, poverty,
extractive political and economic institutions and political crises are identified push factors [1].
The pull factors include better job opportunities, good climate and weather, freedom (of speech,
religion and political views), access to social amenities, etc.

The nature of Nigerian economy as an agri-based and petrol-based economy

A study through Push-Pull theory reveals that Nigeria as an agri-based economy has strong
economy during the colonial period and up to the discovering and exploration of oil in commercial
quantity by Shell BP in 1956, at Oloibiri, Bayelsa State, Nigeria. As the biggest producer of crude oil
in West Africa and the sixth-largest supplier of oil in the world, Nigeria became a center of attraction
for international investors and home for foreigners. Oil revenue became significant to Nigeria’s
emergence as a global player in world politics [1]. During this period there was relative peace, more
job opportunity, political and economic stability, etc. The level of immigration was very low. In the
media discourse of Great Britain, Nigeria was a country with a good governance, strong economy
and politically stable for living. This only lasted till 1980s when things started turning around.

The collapse of the economy

In the 1980s, there was surplus of crude oil at the international market; this consequently
affected the price of oil as it dropped drastically. As a mono-economy and as one whose economy is
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based on oil, the oil revenue of Nigeria diminished. Because of this, Nigeria lost its global reputation.
Foreign investors started leaving the country which created economic crises in it. The rate of
unemployment increased as most people lost their jobs. Poverty and hardship characterized the
economy. The result of this was a change in demography as more people began to immigrate.

Structural adjustment program (SAP)

Economies believe that; structurally, a nation’s economy cut-across diverse sectors such as
industrial, financial, trade, transport, manufacturing, education, agriculture, etc. Adjustment is the
process of altering or change of a process or system through the introduction of new set of conditions
in order to make such a system work better. Adjustment is a small change made to something in order
to correct or improve. Programme in this context mean reforms, laws, etc. [3]. Structural Adjustment
Programme is an economic policy of a government (mono-economy) faced with economic issues
undertakes to diversify to other sectors of the economy owing to the decline in revenue of its mono-
economy.

Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) are economic policies for developing countries
that have been promoted by the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) since the early
1980s by the provision of loans conditional on the adoption of such policies. Structural adjustment
loans are loans made by the World Bank. They are designed to encourage the structural adjustment
of an economy by, for example, removing “excess” government controls and promoting market
competition as part of the neo-liberal agenda followed by the Bank. The Enhanced Structural
Adjustment Facility is an IMF financing mechanism to support of macroeconomic policies and SAPs
in low-income countries through loans or low interest subsidies. Structural Adjustment Programme
(SAP) was introduced in July 1986 by Gen Ibrahim Babangida Rtr, who was the Military Head of
Government of Nigeria then.

The objectives of SAP to include the following [3]:

1. To restructure and diversify the productive base of the economy by curtailing Nigeria’s
over-reliance or dependence on the oil sector. Through this means, SAP was expected to stimulate
the development of non-oil sectors such as agriculture, mining, manufacturing.

2. To promote export of non-oil commodities and boost foreign exchange earnings.

3. Curtail inflationary growth in the economy by removing all barriers to effective and
efficient trade.

4. Attract foreign direct investment to Nigeria through the adoption and implementation of
deregulation and privatization policies.

Create employment opportunities for Nigeria.

Reduce public expenditure and entrench fiscal prudential in management of the economy.
Some of the strategies for the implementation of SAP include:

rule of the market,

cutting public expenditure for social services,

deregulation, commercialization/privatization,

elimination of public goods/community goods,

removal of subsidies and abolition of agricultural marketing boards,

devaluation of currency (Naira),

g. staff rationalization in government ministries, parastatals and agencies.

Thus, the Nigerian Government in order to save the economy introduced Structural
Adjustment Program (SAP). SAP was an economic program introduced in 1986, to solve the
economic crises in the state. The economic crises led to increase debts, unimaginable hardship,
accompanied with unemployment, poverty, corruption, etc. The SAP policies led the government to
downsize the economy and withdrawn the social services. Unfortunately, an economic program
which was meant to revive the economy ended up complicating it. The people became more
depressed, the rate of insecurity increased as some took to crime why others sort for a way to migrate
out the country by any means. This has been the nature of the economy till date.
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Conclusions

A study through Push-Pull reveals that the number of Nigeria migrants increased and keep
increasing on daily basis. The Push factors are unimaginable hardship, the rate of unemployment and
underemployment, poverty, corruption, etc. The Pull factors include the following: better job
opportunities in Europe, favorable and conducive environments, etc.

According to this approach, the image of Nigeria in the media discourse of Great Britain in
the context of international immigration is defined as an economy characterized with corruption,
insecurity, unemployment, underemployment, socio-economic and political instabilities, food
security, inflation, etc.

In the course of this article we found out that the political and socio-economic instabilities of
Nigeria are the main reasons or driving forces why most Nigerians migrate to Europe.

Haven carefully studied the nature of Nigerian politics and economy, and in order to solve the
issue of economic crises, the high rate of migration, and restore the global reputation, the Nigerian
government needs: - tackle the issue of corruption in the country; - implement good economic
policies; - build more industries to create job opportunities and help reduce the rate of unemployment;
- control the issue of underemployment; - provision of social amenities; - tackle the issue of insecurity
in the state, to attract foreign investors; - ensure political and economic stability in the state; give zero
interest loans to SMEs.
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C. Madoc
OBPA3 HUT'EPUU B MEJIUAJITUCKYPCE BEJIMKOBPUTAHUU B KOHTEKCTE
MEXKJIYHAPOJHOI MUT PALIAN

AHHOTAIHS

Jlo oTkpeITHS HeTAHBIX MecTOpoOXAeHHiT Hurepms Obina arpapHoii crpanoil. OTKphITHE H
pa3Bejika HeTH C/esali ee IIEHTPOM HPUTSHKSHUS MEKyHapoIHbIX HHBecTHIMIT. OHako B 1980-
X TOZIaX, B PE3yNIbTaTe NaJCHHs CIIPOca Ha HE(Th, BBI3BAHHOTO €€ H30BITOUHBIM IPOM3BOJICTBOM Ha
MHPOBOM YPOBHE, IPOU30LLIO NaIeHHe He(TAHBIX 10X010B Hurepun. O1o 3amycTuiio MaciTabHbie
nemorpauyeckie HM3MEHEHHs B CTPaHe, IIOCKOIBbKY Bce Oosblle JHOfeii Hadanm M3 Hee
MMMHUIPHPOBaTh. B onTuke Teopuu TOMYKa-NPUTSKEHUs Mbl IBITAEMCS 110Ka3aTh IBUKYLINE CUIIbI
MMMUTPAIMOHHOTO MOTOKa Hurepuiines B EBpomy. B sTom KoHTekcTe XapakTepHCTHKH oOpasa
Hurepun B MeamitHOM auckypce BenmkoOpuTaHnu OOBSCHSAIOT BBITAIKMBAIONINE €€ Tpay/aH
(aKTOphl: KOPPYMIIMPOBAHHAS KOHOMHUKA, OTCYTCTBHE OE€30MAaCHOCTH, 0e3paboTHIla, HEMOIHAs
3aHATOCTh,  COLMANbHO-DKOHOMMYECKAas M IOJUTHYECKas  HECTaOMIBHOCTb,  OTCYTCTBHE
IIPOJIOBOJILCTBEHHOH Oe30macHoCTH, MHQIIALMA U T. 1. B cTaThe yTBepXkaaeTcs, 4TO MOIUTHYCCKAS
1 COLMAIbHO-3KOHOMUYECKasi HeCTaOMIbHOCTh HUrepun oxa3biBaroTcsi OCHOBHBIMU IPHYMHAMH, 110
KOTOPbIM OONBIIMHCTBO HMIepuiilieB MurpupyioT B EBpomy. B 3axmouenun mnpennaraercs
HECKOJIbKO PEKOMEHJAlMi O TOM, Kak CIpPaBUTbCA C BBICOKMM YPOBHEM MMMUIPALlMUd M
BOCCTAaHOBHTH penyTauio Hurepun B Mupe.

KiroueBble c10Ba: MenanucKype, 00pas crpansl, Hurepus, Mex1yHapo/iHas MUIPaLus.
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