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Abstract. This article is devoted to investigate the language policy of Kurdistan
after embodying thousands of displaced people who fled to the region due to threats
on their lives since 2003. It is shown that the region has a modern language policy
compared to the neighboring countries (Turkey, Iran, Irag and Syria).
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COBPEMEHHAS A3BIKOBASA ITOJIMTUKA B PETMOHE KYP/IUCTAH:
CONOCTABUTEJIBHBIN ACIIEKT

Annomayusn. Cmames noceéaueHa UCCIe008AHUIO A3bIKOGOU NOJUMUKU,
Gopmupyrowetica 6 Kypoucmane nocie nosaeieHusi 6 Hem  BbIHYIHCOEHHBIX
nepecenenyes, npudviearowux 6 oannviil pecuorn ¢ 2003 2oda. Ilokazanvl omauuus
COBPEMEHHOU SI3bIKOBOU NOMUMUKU 8 pecuoHe Om SA3bIKOBOU HOIUMUKU COCEOHUX
cmpan (Typyuu, Upana, Upaxa u Cupuu).

Kniwueevie cnosa: Kypoucmawn, A3vIK08asi NOAUMUKA,  BbIHYHCOCHHbIE

nepecejlieHyvl, A3blKU MEHbUWUHCME, COCEOHUX CMpAad.

Language policy in the Kurdistan region which is the Kurdish-populated
territory incorporated into Irag and considered by the Kurds as one of four parts of
Greater Kurdistan is quite different compared to its four neighbored countries (Turkey,
Iran, Irag and Syria). The national policy is much more favorable in the region since
its foundation in 1991. Linguistic challenges and obstacles (such as its linguicide in
Turkey and restriction in education and publication in Iran, Syria and Iraq) faced the
Kurds in the past can be identified as a lesson for the Kurds who are the majority of
the region to have a good deal with the minorities in the Kurdistan region [1].
Therefore, the linguistic rights of different ethnic groups such as Assyrian, Turkmen
and Arab are respected and confirmed by the Constitution, and their languages have
been taught in schools and used in the media for over twenty-five years.

There are two facts which prove having a difference language policy between
the Kurdistan region and the four above countries. The first one is the recognition of
the minority languages and the second is the promotion of the languages of the minority
social groups in the region.

Kurdish is the official language of the region, but soon after the first
establishment of the Kurdistan Government in 1992 the door is opened by the
parliament and government for the recognition of all different ethnic-groups in the

region, and all the requirements were set out for this purpose. On his book T. Jambaz
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points out the education system by the Ministry of Education of the Iraqi Kurdistan
Government and the Cultural Rights of the Ministry of Education besides general
directorates and centers were offered to the minorities which enabled them protect their
mother tongue according to the texts and articles of the Kurdistan Parliament [2,
p.119].

Regarding the promotion of minority languages, recent studies comparing
Kurdish in lIrag and Turkey, view the promotion of minority languages such as
Turkmani, Arabic and Syriac in Kurdistan as «rare positive example[s]» among nation-
building projects in the Middle East, where the states have had abysmal records in their
treatment of linguistic minorities. J. Sheyholislami argues that the minorities in the
Kurdistan region have ethnic mother tongue education and all linguistics rights,
meanwhile, Kurdish, the language of more than 20 million citizens, has been
prosecuted by the Turkish authority [1].

A new linguistic era appeared in the region with invading the country by the US
and its alliance in 2003. Thousands of people from different parts of Iraq left their home
and found themselves as refugees in the Kurdistan region due to the threats on their
lives. The escalation of armed conflict across the country’s central governorates, which
began in 2014 with the rise of the Islamic State (also known as ISIS or ISIL) and other
non-state armed groups, has resulted in new and secondary movements of IDPs across
central Iraq and the country’s Kurdistan region.

The Kurdistan Region is hosting the largest number of refugees from the wars
in Irag and Syria — a total 1.4 million displaced people according to a count done with
UN help [3]. A comprehensive count carried out jointly by the Kurdistan Regional
Government and the United Nations indicates that some 850,000 war-displaced Iragis
have fled to the three provinces of the autonomous Kurdistan Region since January
2014 [lbid]. By the end of 2015 over 2 million refugees and internally displaced
persons (IDPs) have fled their home towns and countries and have found refuge
in Kurdistan. According to the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), refugees and
IDPs now represent 28% of the Kurdistan’s total population [Ibid].
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The majority of the displaced people are from Arabic nation. Their stay for years
Is affecting the language situation in the region and their impact will not be on the
Kurdish only but on the language of minorities, too. Minorities’ language situation is
also proposed to be affected.

Thus, language policy in the Kurdistan region is quite different compared to
Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria. The minority languages are in a good situation today, they
are recognized by law and respected. Embodying thousand refugees can be seen as a
reason to change the language policy and situation of languages in the region while the
majority of them are Arabs and they have a hundred of conflict with Kurds (the

majority of the region).
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