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LITERARY ONOMASTICS: TRADITIONAL AND NEW

Review of the book: Kohlheim, V. (2019). Der Name in der Literatur / Unter Mitarbeit 
von R. Kohlheim. Heidelberg: Winter. 371 S.

The review provides a critical assessment of the content of the book by the German 
onomastician Volker Kohlheim, composed in cooperation with Rosa Kohlheim and devoted 
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to literary onomastics. The content of the book re  ects  rst of all the categories of proper 
names,  which the authors studied in detail in literary texts of different times: anthroponyms 
(Chapter 1), toponyms (Chapter 2) and urbanonyms (Chapter 3); secondly, particular problems 
relevant to modern literary onomastics: alien name in literature (Chapter 4), psychological 
factor (Chapter 5), name in translation (Chapter 6). The reviewer points out the way the book 
successfully combines traditional and innovative approaches to the analysis of proper names 
in literary texts. The tradition is evident in the application of the conceptual apparatus well 
developed in the German literary onomastics. The novelty is observed,  rst of all, in the use 
of tools of cognitive linguistics (cognitive mapping) and psychoanalytic literary criticism, as 
well as in an attempt to transfer the focus of the research from anthroponyms to other categories 
of proper names. The reviewer notes the subtle philological analysis of abundant onomastic 
material and the general informative value of the book that also contains a detailed terminological 
index and a large list of references. This combination makes the book useful for anyone interested 
in literary onomastics, especially for Germanic and Romance philologists. At the same time, 
the reviewer expresses some regret that the book does not contain a concluding part in which 
the authors would generalize the results of their research.

K e y w o r d s: literary onomastics, narrative texts, types and functions of poetonyms, 
name in mental lexicon, cognitive mapping, psychoanalytic literary criticism, proper names 
in translation.

Aikhenvald, Yu. (1996). Don Kikhot na russkoi pochve [Don Quixote on Russian Grounds] (Vols. 1–2). 
Moscow: Gendalf; MET.

Bagno, V. E. (2016). Dar osobennyi: khudozhestvennyi perevod v istorii russkoi kul’tury [A Special Gift: 
Literary Translation in the History of Russian Culture]. Moscow: NLO.

Birus, H. (1987). Vorschlag zu einer Typologie literarischer Namen. LiLi: Zeitschrift für Literaturwissenschaft 
und Linguistik, 17(67), 38–51.

Debus, F. (2002). Namen in literarischen Werken. (Er-)Findung — Form — Funktion. Stuttgart: Steiner.
Kohlheim, R., & Kohlheim, V. (2016). Duden. Das grosse Vornamenlexikon. Herkunft und Bedeutung 

von über 8000 Vornamen. 5., vollständig überarbeitete Au  . Berlin: Dudenverlag.
Lamping, D. (1983). Der Name in der Erzählung. Zur Poetik des Personennamens. Bonn: Bouvier.
Schönau, W., & Pfeifer, J. (2003). Einführung in die psychoanalytische Literaturwissenschaft. Stuttgart; 

Weimar: Metzler.
Sobanski, I. (2000). Die Eigennamen in Detektivgeschichten Gilbert Keith Chestertons. Ein Beitrag zur 

Theorie und Praxis der literarischen Onomastik. Frankfurt am Main et al.: Lang.
Tulving, E. (1972). Episodic and Semantic Memory. In E. Tulving, & W. Donaldson (Eds.), Organization 

of Memory (pp. 381–402). New York: Academic Press.

Received 15 November 2019

 :   


