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The of the most familiar images of the House of Lords is the State 

Opening of Parliament   by Her Majesty  the  Queen. This is  a  splendid   and    

colourful ceremonial   occasion.  The   Queen’s Speech   (written  by   the 

Government)  sets out Parliament's working  agenda for the coming year. 

 But   the House is  not  just   a place  where  grand  ceremonies  take  

place. The  House  has  existed  as  a  separate  chamber  of  Parliament  since   

the 14th century, and is part of the oldest parliamentary democracy in the world. 

It is also one of   the  busiest,  second  only  to  the  House  of Commons in  the 

number of days and hours it sits. 

               A major task is  to examine and pass legislation. The House  plays a 

key  role  In  revising legislation sent  from  the Commons. It  also  initiates  

legislation,  and so  shares the burden of the legislative load. 

  Another  important  function  is  to act  as a  check on Government  by  

scrutinizing  its  activities.  The House  does   this by   asking  questions, 

debating policy and,  through its  Select Committees,  taking  evidence  from  

Ministers and others. 

The House also has an important    judicial role as the highest Court of 

Appeal in the land.  

Members of the House, collectively, have    an enormous breadth of 

Expertise   and,     individually,   are   characterized    by    independence of 

thought. They complement  the  work of  the   elected House of  Commons,  

which reflects  political and  constituency interests and which, unlike  the  

Lords, must spend a substantial amount  of time on  financial  and  public  

expenditure issues. 

This brief guide gives a flavour of the House's work and its contribution 

to Parliament and the country. 
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                        The House of Lords — What it Does 

 

It processes and revises legislation. 

Bills have to go through various stages in both Houses before they receive 

Royal Assent and   become Acts. The Lords spends about two-thirds of its time 

revising or initiating legislation. 

It acts as a check on the Government. 

Members  question the  Government  orally or  by   written  questions,  they 

debate policy issues  and  scrutinize  secondary  legislation. 

 

 
                                        Ministers at the dispatch box 
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It provides a forum of independent expertise. 

Specialist Committees use members' wide-ranging expertise. The European   

Union   Committee’s   7   sub-committees involving over 70 members who vet 

proposed European legislation. The   Science   and Technology Committee involves 

over 20 Members in examining science policy. There are also Committees on the 

Constitution and Economic affairs. 

 

 

 
                                                 The Science and Technology Committee 

 

 

 It acts as a final Court of Appeal. 

 The House, through its Appellate Committee, fulfils this function for 

the United Kingdom in civil cases and for England, Northern Ireland and 

Wales in criminal cases. Members include The Law Lords and the Lord 

Chancellor.  Its sittings, on the Committee corridor, are open to the public. 

                                Legislation: Lords Stages 

1st Reading:  Formal announcement. 
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2nd Reading:  Debate on general principles. 

Committee: Detailed consideration of amendments in the Chamber     

  but sometimes "off the floor" depending on nature of Bill                        

Report: Further chance for amendments. 

 3rd Reading: Last chance to amend. 

Consideration of Commons  

 Amendments 

 Royal Assent: By the Queen 

 

A Typical Working Day 

      The Chamber of the House of Lords is the main focus for its work,   

particularly  public legislation  and  debates,  but  much  work, mainly by  Select  

Committees and  on  private  legislation,   is done outside  the Chamber  in  

committee  rooms   in the  mornings. 

       The  House  sits at 2.30pm  until not later than 10pm from Mondays  to  

Wednesdays  and  at  11am  on   Thursdays.  If   it sits on a Friday it usually starts at 

11am. 

NOTICES AND ORDERS OF THE DAY gives details of the daily business.   

 

Introductions:  Any new peers   taking their seat   are introduced    in   a 

special ceremony before.  business begins. 

 

                          HL,  25th May NOTICES AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Items marked * are new or have been altered 

Thursday, 26th May 

(Prayers will have been read) 

The Lord Morris of Manchester – To ask Her Majesty’s Government what  

further consideration they are giving to providing financial help for the 
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dependants of patients who have died in consequence of being infected with 

hepatitis “C” by contaminated National Health Service blood and blood products. 

(1) 

* The Lord Blaker - To ask Her Majesty’s Government what  progress they 

expect to make in the near future  in implementing  the road map for peace in the 

Middle East. (2) 

* The Lord Roberts of Conwy - To ask Her Majesty’s Government 

whether the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s forecasts for growth are still 

achievable. (3) 

*The Baroness Williams of Crosby -- To ask Her Majesty’s Government 

whether it is now their policy to deport non-British citizens charged with terrorist 

offences, even when, as in the recent ricin case,  the courts have found them 

innocent of the charges. (4)    

The Lord Lipsey – To call attention to the workings of the British electoral 

system in the 2005 general election; and to move for papers. (Balloted debate) (5) 

The Baroness Hooper - To call attention to recent developments in Latin 

America; and to move for papers. (Balloted debate) (6) 

Insolvency (Northern Ireland) Order 2005 – The Lord Rooker to move. 

That the draft Order laid before the House on 24th January be approved. (7) 

Company Directors Disqualification (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) 

Order 2005 - The Lord Rooker  to move. That the draft Order laid before the 

House on 20th January be approved. (8) 

(1-4) - Starred Questions: Oral questions to the Government  lasting  for 30 

minutes. 

(5-6) Unstarred Questions: Short debates (up to VA hours) on important 

policy issues or matters of current concern. 
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(7-8) Legislation: This   may be a debate on the Second   Reading of   a bill 

or the discussion of amendments in committee. 

 
Debates: General debates on a wide range of subjects which   help to shape 

public policy; held every week. 

Statements: Business is sometimes interrupted at about 3.30 pm for 

ministerial statements followed by a period of questions. 
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The Speaker 

The Speaker of the House of Commons chairs debates in the Commons

chamber. The holder of this office is an MP who has been elected to be

Speaker by other Members of Parliament. During debates they keep order 

and call MPs to speak. The Speaker is the chief officer and highest authority

of the House of Commons and must remain politically impartial at all times.

The Speaker also represents the Commons to the monarch, the Lords and

other authorities and chairs the House of Commons Commission. The

current Speaker is Michael Martin, MP for Glasgow North East.  

 

 
A Message from the Speaker 

V 

isitors to the House of Commons Chamber often remark that it is much 

smaller than they expected. Indeed there is sealing accommodation (including the 

side galleries) for only 43 7 of the 659 Members of Parliament, which is why you 

may see MPs standing around the Speaker i Chair during major debates and 

statements.  But the size of the Chamber and its confrontational design contribute, I 

think, to the special nature of debate in the House of Commons, which is lively
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and robust but also intimate and often conversational. It is truly a debating

chamber, where every Member is free If express his or her own view on a matter, 

and where opposing arguments can be expressed frankly and passionately.   We 

value the vigorous nature of debate in the House of Commons - it is a reflection 

and a reminder of our nation's democratic principles. 

Much work goes on in Committees, away from the Chamber, and MPs have 

many other demands on their time as they take up mailers rained by their

constituents.  It is possible therefore that at certain times of the day there may not 

be as many Members present in the Chamber as you might expect. 

Whether working here at Westminster or visiting, even briefly, 1 think you

sense the long history behind our Parliament. The UK parliamentary system - that 

is, the House of Commons together with the House of Lords and the Sovereign -

has evolved over the last 700 years. For over nine centuries there has been a royal

palace at Westminster and the building which the Houses of Parliament now

occupy - the Palace of Westminster - is still designated a royal palace.  The present 

building was built after a catastrophic fire in 1834 destroyed most of the ancient 

buildings. Designed by Charles Barry, assisted by Augustus Welby Norlhmore

Pugin, the current Palace of Westminster is a truly magnificent building and its

distinctive shape is recognised throughout the world.   The House of Commons 

Chamber was rebuilt between 1945 and 1950, following destruction in the Second 

World War. 

I hope this guide helps convey a sense of our Parliamentary tradition and

gives you a flavour of the work that goes on in the House of Commons. 

 
Speaker of the House of Commons   
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                                        Prayers 

Sittings in both Houses begin with prayers. These follow the Christian faith

and there is currently no multi-faith element. Attendance is voluntary. The

practice of prayers is believed to have started in about 1558, and was common

practice by 1567. The present form of prayers probably dates from the reign of

Charles II. Members of the public are not allowed into the public galleries during

prayers. 

                        A typical working day 

When Parliament is in Session, the House of Commons generally meets from 

Mondays to Thursdays and on most Fridays. 

The work of the House is regulated by an elaborate code of procedure. The 

Government determines the business and the order in which it is taken, although some 

specific slots and days are given over to Opposition parties and "backbench" 

Members. 

In the Chamber the day's business always begins with prayers followed by any 

items of private business, which are taken formally (without debate). The main 

business of the day follows. 

                                          Oral questions 

On Monday to Thursday Government Ministers from a particular Department or 

Departments answer questions. The Prime Minister has a weekly question time, on 

Wednesdays. At question time the Speaker calls the name of the person with the first 

question in the Order of Business. As the text of the question is already printed, the 

Member says simply (for example) "Number one ". The relevant Minister reads a 

prepared reply, after which the Member is then allowed a "supplementary" question 

and the Minister again replies. Other MPs are then called to ask supplementary 

questions. 
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Ministerial Statements 

Matters of importance or 

urgent   concern   may   be raised 

after question time in the   form  

of  ministerial statements to the 

House, Private Notice Questions 

(PNQs) or applications for 

emergency     debate.     A 

Business    Statement    is usually  

delivered    each Thursday 

detailing business of   the   House  

for   the forthcoming week or two 

LEGISLATION 
The main business of the day will 

often be a debate on a Bill - on 

second reading, report stage or 

third reading. If the committee 

stage of a Bill is considered by all 

MPs in the Chamber, as opposed 

to a Standing Committee, then 

the Mace, which usually sits on the 

top of the Table of the House, is 

placed in the brackets below the 

Table. 

DEBATES 
Not all debates relate to 

specific        pieces        of 

House of Commons 

Tuesday 8th March 2005 

11.30 a.m.    Prayers 

Afterwards   Private Business (without  

                     debate). Oral  Questions to  

                    the Chancellor  of the Duchy

                    of  Lancaster and to the   

                   Minister of the Cabinet           

                    Office  

12.30 p.m.   Urgent Questions,  

                     Ministerial 

                     Statesments (if any) 

Afterwards  Presentation of Bill (without 

                     debate) Royal Marriages 

                     (Freedom  of   Religion)- 

                     Motion for leave to  

                      introduce a Bill under the  

                     Ten minute rule (Mr.  

                      Edward  Leigh) (for up to 

                      20 minutes).                        

                      Road Safety Bill: Report    

                    Stage and Stage and Third   

                     Reading (may continue         
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legislation.   There is also 

opportunity for debate on the 

important issues of the day and for 

backbench MPs to raise matters of 

local interest. For example, at the  

end   of  each   day's proceedings  

there  is  an Adjournment debate 

which usually lasts  for half an 

hour and is generally on a 

constituency matter 

COMMITTEES 
There are meetings of Standing 

Committees and Select Committees

most days. Most of these are held 

in public and anyone can attend. 

 

                        until 7.00 p.m. Statutory   

                        Instruments (Motions  for 

                      approval)(without  debate)   

                                                                    

At the end       Adjournment Debate: of 

the sitting        Local government 

                        financial settlement for 

                        Southend (Mr.  David        

                         Amess) (until 7.30  

                         p.m. or for half an hour).   

                          whichever is later) 
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       Economy of the United Kingdom 
 

Economy of United Kingdom 

British Pound (GBP) 

6 April - 5 April 

EU, BCN, OECD and WTO 

Statistics 

$2.772 trillion(2007 est.) (5th) 

0% (Q2 2008)[1] 

$45,575 (2007 est. nom.) (12th) 

agriculture (1%), industry (26%), services (73%) 

4.4% (2008 est.) [2] 

b
14% (2006 est.) 

31 million (includes unemployed) (2007 est.) 

b
Services (81%), industry (18%) and agriculture (1%) 

(2007) 

5.4% (2007) 

machine tools, industrial equipment, scientific equipm

motor vehicles and parts, electronic machinery, computers, 
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products, coal mining, oil production, paper, food processin

other consumer goods. 

External 

$470 billion (2007 est.) 

p
USA 15%, Germany 11%, France 10%, Ireland 7%, N

6%, Spain 5%, Italy 4% (2007) 

$600 billion (2007 est.) 

p
Germany 14%, USA 9%, France 8%, Netherlands 7%

The People's Republic of China 4%, Ireland 4% 

Public finances 

$864 billion (2007) 

$0.97 trillion (2007) 

$1.04 trillion (2007) 

$8 billion 

Main data source: CIA World Factbook 

All values, unless otherwise stated, are in US dollars 
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The economy of the United Kingdom is the fifth largest in the world in terms 

of market exchange rates and the sixth largest by purchasing power parity (PPP). It 

is the second largest economy in Europe after Germany's. Its GDP PPP per capita in 

2007 is the 22nd highest in the world. 

The United Kingdom is one of the world's most globalised countries. The 

capital, London (see Economy of London), is the major financial centre of the 

world, in front of New York City, Hong Kong and Singapore according to a report 

compiled by the City of London.  

The British economy is made up (in descending order of size) of the 

economies of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The UK became a 

member state of the European Community, in 1973, and ratified the Maastricht 

Treaty making it a European Union state, at the inception of the EU in 1993. 

In the 1980s, under the Government of Margaret Thatcher, most state-owned 

enterprises in the industrial and service sectors, which since the 1940s had been 

nationalized, were privatized. The British Government now owns very few 

industries or businesses - Royal Mail is one example. 

For several decades after World War II, the British economy recorded 

chronic weak growth and was sometimes referred to as the "sick man of Europe". 

However, in recent years Britain has seen the longest period of sustained economic 

growth for more than 150 years, having grown in every quarter since 1992. It is one 

of the strongest EU economies in terms of inflation, interest rates and 

unemployment, all of which remain relatively low. The United Kingdom, according 

to the International Monetary Fund, in 2007 had the ninth highest level of GDP per 

capita in the European Union in terms of purchasing power parity, after 

Luxembourg, Ireland, the Netherlands, Austria, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium and 

Finland. However, in common with the economies of other English-speaking 

countries, it has higher levels of income inequality than many European countries. 
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During August 2008 the IMF has warned that the UK economic outlook has 

worsened due to a twin shock: financial turmoil as well as rising commodity prices.] 

Both developments harm the UK more than most developed countries, as the UK 

obtains revenue from exporting financial services while recording deficits in 

finished goods and commodities, including food. 

The UK has the world's third largest current account deficit, despite 

significant oil revenues. This is mainly the result of a large deficit in the trade in 

manufacture goods. During May 2008, the IMF advised the UK government to 

broaden the scope of fiscal policy to promote external balance.  

Although the UK's "labour productivity per person employed" has been 

progressing well over the last two decades and has overtaken productivity in the 

united Germany, it lags around 20% behind France's level, where workers have a 

35-hour working week.[6] The UK's "labour productivity per hour worked" is 

currently on a par with the average for the "old" EU (15 countries). 

The United Kingdom currently ranks 16th on the Human Development Index 

Recent economic growth 

The most recent official figure, from the ONS, for annual UK GDP growth is 

3.1% (2007 compared to 2006).  

According to official Treasury estimates, British GDP grew by 2.75% in 

2006 and is expected to grow by 3% in 2007. Growth was expected to slow slightly 

in 2008 to between 2% and 2.5%. The forecast for 2009 and 2010 is for the 

economy to return to trend growth of between 2.5% and 3%.  In October 2007, the 

IMF forecast British GDP to grow by 3.1% in 2007 and 2.3% in 2008. However, 

GDP growth slowed to zero in quarter 2 of 2008/As of September 2008, the OECD 

forecasts that the UK economy faces contraction for at least two quarters, possibly 

severe, placing its predicted performance last in the G7 of leading economies. It has 
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also been argued recently that heavy government borrowing over the past cycle has 

led to a severe structural deficit, reminiscent of previous crises, which will 

inevitably exacerbate the situation and place the UK economy in an unfavorable 

position compared to its OECD partners as attempts are made to stimulate recovery, 

other OECD nations having allowed greater room for maneuver thanks to 

contrasting policies of relatively tighter fiscal control prior to the global downturn  

Macroeconomic trend 

      This is a chart of trend of gross domestic product of United Kingdom at market 

prices estimated by the International Monetary Fund with figures in millions of 

British Pounds Sterling. 

Year Gross domestic product US dollar exchange Inflation index (2000=100)

1925 4,466 £0.21  

1930 4,572 £0.21  

1935 4,676 £0.20  

1940 7,117 £0.26  

1945 9,816 £0.25  

1950 13,162 £0.36  

1955 19,264 £0.36  
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1960 25,678 £0.36  

1965 35,781 £0.36  

1970 51,515 £0.42  

1975 105,773 £0.45  

1980 230,695 £0.42 43 

1985 354,952 £0.77 60 

1990 557,300 £0.56 76 

1995 718,383 £0.63 92 

2000 953,576 £0.65 100 

2005 1,209,334 £0.54 107 

        For purchasing power parity comparisons, the US Dollar is exchanged at 

£0.66. 
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Industries 

Agriculture, hunting, forestry, and fishing 

Agriculture is intensive, highly mechanized, and efficient by European 

standards, producing about 60% of food needs with less than 2% of the labor force. 

It contributes around 2% of GDP] Around two-thirds of the production is devoted 

to livestock, one-third to arable crops The main crops that are grown are wheat, 

barley, oats, oilseed rape, maize for animal feeds, potatoes and sugar beet. New 

crops are also emerging, such as linseed for oil and hemp for fibre production. The 

main livestock which are raised are cattle, chickens (the UK is the second largest 

poultry producer in Europe after France) and sheep. Agriculture is subsidized by 

the European Union's Common Agricultural Policy. 

The UK retains a significant, although vastly reduced, fishing industry. Its 

fleets bring home fish ranging from sole to herring. Kingston upon Hull, Grimsby, 

Fleetwood, Great Yarmouth, Peterhead, Fraserburgh, and Lowestoft are among the 

coastal towns that have fishing industries. 

The Blue Book 2006 reports that this sector added gross value of £10,323 

million to the UK economy in 2004. 

Production 

 

 

UK exports of goods in 2005 

 Mining and quarrying 

          The Blue Book 2006 reports that this sector added gross value of £21,876 

million to the UK economy in 2004.  
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                                              Manufacturing 

In 2003, manufacturing industry accounted for 16% of national output in the 

UK and for 13% of employment, according to the Office for National Statistics. 

This is a continuation of the steady decline in the importance of this sector to the 

British economy since the 1960s, although the sector is still important for overseas 

trade, accounting for 83% of exports in 2003. The regions with the highest 

proportion of employees in manufacturing were the East Midlands and West 

Midlands (at 19 and 18% respectively). London had the lowest at 6%. 

Although the manufacturing sector's share of both employment and the UK's 

GDP has steadily fallen since the 1960s, data from the OECD shows that 

manufacturing output in terms of both production and value has steadily increased 

since 1945. This is a trend common in many mature Western economies. Heavy 

industry, employing many thousands of people and producing large volumes of 

low-value goods (such as steelmaking) has either become highly efficient 

(producing the same amount of output from fewer manufacturing sites employing 

fewer people- for example, productivity in the UK's steel industry increased by a 

factor of 8 between 1978 and 2006 [17]) or has been replaced by smaller industrial 

units producing high-value goods (such as the aerospace and electronics 

industries). 

Engineering and allied industries comprise the single largest sector, 

contributing 30.8% of total Gross Value Added in manufacturing in 2003. Within 

this sector, transport equipment was the largest contributor, with 8 global car 

manufacturers being present in the UK – BMW (MINI, Rolls-Royce), Tata 

(Jaguar-Land Rover), General Motors (Vauxhall Motors), Honda, Nissan, Toyota 

and Volkswagen (Bentley) with a number of smaller, specialist manufacturers 

(including Lotus and Morgan) and commercial vehicle manufacturers (including 

Leyland Trucks, LDV, Alexander Dennis, JCB, the main global manufacturing 

plant for the Ford Transit, Manganese Bronze and Case-New Holland) also being 
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present. The British motor industry also comprises numerous components for the 

sector, such as Ford's diesel engine plant in Dagenham, which produces half of 

Ford's diesel engines globally. 

A range of companies like Brush Traction and Hunslet manufacture railway 

locomotives and other related components. Associated with this sector are the 

aerospace and defense equipment industries. The UK manufactures a broad range 

of equipment, with the sector being dominated by BAE Systems (which 

manufactures civil and defense aerospace, land and marine equipment) VT Group 

(one of the world's largest builder's of warships), GKN and Rolls Royce who 

manufacture aerospace engines and power generation systems. Commercial 

shipbuilders include Harland and Wolff, Cammell Laird, Abels, Barclay Curle and 

Appledore. Companies such as Fairline Boats and Sunseeker are major builders of 

private motor yachts. 

Another important component of Engineering and allied industries is 

electronics, audio and optical equipment, with the UK having a broad base of 

domestic firms, alongside a number of foreign firms manufacturing a wide range of 

TV, radio and communications products, scientific and optical instruments, 

electrical machinery and office machinery and computers. 

Chemicals and chemical-based products are another important contributor to 

the UK's manufacturing base. Within this sector, the pharmaceutical industry is 

particularly successful, with the world's second and third largest pharmaceutical 

firms (GlaxoSmithKline and AstraZeneca respectively) being based in the UK and 

having major research and development and manufacturing facilities there. 

Other important sectors of the manufacturing industry include food, drink, 

tobacco, paper, printing, publishing and textiles. The UK is also home to three of 

the world's biggest brewing companies: Diageo, SABMiller and Scottish and 

Newcastle, other major manufacturing companies such as Unilever, Cadbury 
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Schweppes, Tate & Lyle, British American Tobacco, Imperial Tobacco, EMAP, 

HarperCollins, Reed Elsevier, Ben Sherman, Burberry, French Connection, 

Reebok, Pentland Group and Umbro being amongst the largest present. 

The Blue Book 2006 reports that this sector added gross value of £147,469 

million to the UK economy in 2004.  

Manufacturing is an important sector of the modern British economy and 

there is a considerable amount of published research on the subject of the factors 

affecting its growth and performance. Of late, such things as increases in taxation 

and regulation have tended to diminish the favourableness of the political-legal 

environment for UK industry. Within manufacturing, British firms and industries 

have often lagged behind their overseas competitors in terms of productivity and 

various other key performance measures. However, Britain – the birthplace of the 

Industrial Revolution – continues to be one of the most attractive countries in the 

world for direct foreign industrial investment.  

Electricity, gas and water supply 

The Blue Book 2006 reports that this sector added gross value of £17,103 million 

to the UK economy in 2004. Great Britain is expected to launch the building of 

new nuclear reactors to replace existing generators and to boost UK's energy 

reserves 

Construction 

The Blue Book 2006 reports that this industry added gross value of £64,747 

million to the UK economy in 2004.  

Service industries 

 

UK exports of services in 2005 
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The service sector is the dominant sector of the UK economy, a feature 

normally associated with the economy of a developed country. This means that the 

Tertiary sector jobs outnumber the Secondary and Primary sector jobs. 

 Wholesale and retail trade 

This sector includes the motor trade, auto repairs, personal and household 

goods industries. The Blue Book 2006 reports that this sector added gross value of 

£127,520 million to the UK economy in 2004.  

Hotels and restaurants 

The Blue Book 2006 reports that this industry added gross value of £33,074 

million to the UK economy in 2004.  

Transport, storage and communication 

The Blue Book 2006 reports that the transport and storage industry added 

gross value of £49,516 million to the UK economy in 2004 while the 

communication industry added a gross value of £29,762 million.  

Financial intermediation 

 

 

The City of London, one of the world's major financial centres 

London is the world's largest financial centre, with financial services based 

around two districts: 'The City' (the City of London) and the Docklands 

(particularly around Canary Wharf). The City houses the London Stock Exchange 

(shares and bonds), London Metal Exchange (Base Metal and Plastic futures), 

Lloyds of London (insurance), and the Bank of England. The Docklands began 

development in the 1980s and is now home to the Financial Services Authority, as 

well as several important financial institutions (such as Barclays Bank, Citigroup 



 

29 
 

and HSBC). There are now over 500 banks with offices in the City and Docklands, 

with the majority of business in London being conducted on an international basis, 

with established leads in areas such as Eurobonds, Foreign exchange markets, 

energy futures and global insurance. The Alternative Investments Market has acted 

a growth market over the past decade, allowing London to also expand as an 

international equity centre for smaller firms. 

The United Kingdom had £21bn of financial exports in 2005, contributing 

significantly towards the Balance of Payments. The UK has had an expanding 

export business in financial service, which has been influenced by a mixture of 

unique institutions, light regulation, and a highly skilled workforce. 

Edinburgh also has a long established financial industry, the fifth largest 

financial centre in Europe, with many large firms based there, including the Royal 

Bank of Scotland (the second largest bank in Europe), HBOS (owners of the Bank 

of Scotland) and Standard Life Insurance. 

Several of the major English cities have large financial sectors & related 

services, notably the Leeds city region which is home to several large banks & 

building societies. Manchester also has a large financial sector, including the Co-

Operative Financial Services, who run the most successful ethical fund in the UK 

and are the only major unit managers outside of London & Edinburgh. Manchester 

also has the largest professional services sector outside the South East, particularly 

legal activities. 

The Blue Book 2006 reports that this industry added gross value of £86,145 

million to the UK economy before adjustment of financial services valued at 

£50,165 million in 2004.  
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Real estate and lettings 

The UK property market has been booming for the past seven years and in 

some areas property has trebled in value over that period. The increase in property 

prices has a number of causes — sustained economic growth, an expansion in 

household numbers (including high immigration into certain regions), low interest 

rates, the growth in property investment, and restriction in the supply of new 

housing (through planning restrictions). 

The UK property market initially peaked in July 2004 and had been static or 

falling in the capital and some other areas until late 2005. This had led many to 

start worrying about the possibility of a house price crash, many predicting the end 

of a major British property bubble. However, the property market strengthened 

considerably in the first half of 2006, showing particular strength in the capital. 

This has led many analysts to revise previously negative assessments of the 

market, with most now predicting continued modest growth in prices in the mid-

term.  

A house price crash would be very damaging at the present time due to 

record levels of household debt. There are an increasing numbers of bankruptcies 

and home repossessions which has worried some economists. This has led many to 

propose that a correction in house prices would lead much of the country into a 

lengthy recession. In contrast however, first time buyers who currently have assets 

not consisting of residential property, but with no way of attaining residential 

property (in some cases at all, and in others without undertaking unsustainable debt 

amounting to on average up to 5 times their annual salary), would be better off, and 

able to enter the property market. 

The rapid increase in Buy to Let speculators since 2000 of has created an 

artificial shortage of homes. The effect has been to price many first time buyers out 

of the market; they have declined from around 50% of sales to 25%, virtually equal 
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to the expansion in Buy to Let. In London a survey in 2006 found that 67% of new 

properties were sold to Buy to Let speculators. This and planning restriction 

requiring builders to use brown field sites, has led to rapid growth in one and two 

bedroom apartments in cities such as Manchester, Leeds and Nottingham, creating 

an over supply of this type of property. Banks have relaxed their lending 

requirements for Buy to Let buyers from 75% of the value the of property in 2003 

to 85%, effectively creating a highly gear investment that relies on rising prices. 

The perception of a housing shortage, despite there being little evidence of any 

shortage of property to rent (if not buy), means that most UK buyers believe 

property prices will always rise and any fall only be small and temporary. 

This sector includes letting of dwellings and other related business support 

activities. The Blue Book 2006 reports that the lettings industry added gross value 

of £83,037 million to the UK economy in 2004 while other real estate and business 

support activities added gross value of £175,333 million.  

Public administration and defence 

The Blue Book 2006 reports that this sector added gross value of £55,280 

million to the UK economy in 2004.  

Education 

The Blue Book 2006 reports that this sector added gross value of £61,786 

million to the UK economy in 2004.  

Health and social work 

         The Blue Book 2006 reports that this sector added gross value of £75,817 

million to the UK economy in 2004.  
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Other social and personal services 

This sector includes value added by private households with employees and 

extra-territorial organizations. The Blue Book 2006 reports that this sector added 

gross value of £55,543 million to the UK economy in 2004. 

Currency 

Until relatively recently there was debate over whether or not the UK should 

abolish its currency Pound Sterling and join the Euro. The British Prime Minister, 

Gordon Brown, pledged at the time to hold a public referendum based on certain 

tests he set as Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

When assessing the tests, Gordon Brown concluded that while the decision 

was close, the United Kingdom should not yet join the Euro. In particular, he cited 

fluctuations in house prices as a barrier to immediate entry. Public opinion polls 

have shown that a majority of Britons have been opposed to joining the single 

currency for some considerable time and this position has now hardened further. 

The main opposition party, the Conservative party, are opposed to membership. 

Exchange rates 

(average for of each year), in USD (US Dollar) and EUR (euro) per GBP; and 

inversely: GBP per USD and EUR. (Synthetic Euro XEU before 1999). Caution: 

these averages conceal wide intra-year spreads. The coefficient of variation gives 

an indication of this. It also shows the extent to which the pound tracks the euro or 

the dollar. Note the effect of Black Wednesday in late 1992 by comparing the 

averages for 1992 with the averages for 1993. 
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Year  £/USD  USD/£  C.Var   £/XEU XEU/£ C.Var

1990 £0.5633 $1.775   £0.7161 1.397  

1991 £0.5675 $1.762   £0.7022 1.424  

1992 £0.5699 $1.755   £0.7365 1.358  

1993 £0.6663 $1.501   £0.7795 1.283  

1994 £0.6536 $1.530   £0.7742 1.292  

1995 £0.6338 $1.578   £0.8200 1.220  

1996 £0.6411 $1.560   £0.8029 1.245  

1997 £0.6106 $1.638   £0.6909 1.447  

1998 £0.6037 $1.656   £0.6779 1.475  

Year  £/USD  USD/£  C.Var   £/EUR EUR/£ C.Var

1999 £0.6185 $1.617   £0.6595 €1.516  

2000 £0.6609 $1.513   £0.6099 €1.640  



 

34 
 

2001 £0.6943 $1.440   £0.6223 €1.607  

2002 £0.6664 $1.501   £0.6289 €1.590  

2003 £0.6123 $1.633   £0.6924 €1.444  

2004 £0.5461 $1.832 2.26%  £0.6787 €1.474 1.92%

2005 £0.5500 $1.820 3.47%  £0.6842 €1.462 1.27%

2006 £0.5435 $1.842 3.79%  £0.6821 €1.466 1.11%

2007 £0.4999 $2.001 1.97%  £0.6848 €1.461 2.40%

Source: OANDA.COM Historical Currency Converter  

For consistency and comparison purposes, coefficient of variation is 

measured on both the "per pound" ratios, although it is conventional to show the 

Forex rates as dollars per pound and pounds per euro.  

Regional variation 

The strength of the UK economy varies from region to region. GVA, and GVA per 

capita is highest in London. The following table shows the GVA (2006) per capita 

of the 12 NUTS:2 areas, with data supplied by the Office for National Statistics.  

 

 

   



 

35 
 

Rank  Place 

 

GVA per capita

in pounds 

1 London, England 26 192 

2 South East England 21 514 

3 East of England 19 599 

4 Scotland 17 789 

5 South West England 17 467 

6 East Midlands, England 16 982 

7 West Midlands, England 16 583 

8 North West England 16 234 

9 Yorkshire and the Humber, England 15 968 

10 North East England 15 177 

11 Northern Ireland 15 175 

12 Wales 14 396 

Two of the richest 10 areas in the European Union are in the United 

Kingdom. Inner London is number 1 with a GDP per capita of €65 138, and 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire is number 7 with a GDP per capita of 

€37 379.  

Taxation and borrowing 

Main article: Taxation in the United Kingdom 

Taxation in the United Kingdom may involve payments to at least two 

different levels of government: local government and central government (HM 

Revenue & Customs). Local government is financed by grants from central 

government funds, business rates, council tax and increasingly from fees and 

charges such as those from on-street parking. Central government revenues are 
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mainly income tax, national insurance contributions, value added tax, corporation 

tax and fuel duty. 

These data show the tax burden (personal and corporate) and national debt as 

a percentage of GDP. Samples are taken at 10 year intervals (snapshots, but the 

rolling averages are very close). 

Year Tax Debt 

1975/6 54% 43% 

1985/6 44% 43% 

1995/6 43% 38% 

2005/6* 46% 40% 

(Source: HM Treasury Public Finances Databank)  

(* — Projected)  

The money Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for the United Kingdom, at 

market prices, in 2005 was £1,211 billion (or $2,431 billion) according to HM 

Treasury in March 2006. 

GDP % GDP for selected years, 2002 — 2006 est. 

Year 
GDP 

in billions of USD PPP
1.9% (2005 est.) GDP Growth

2002 1575.906 2.0

2003 1640.829 2.5

2004 1736.377 3.2

2005 1825.837 1.9

2006 1910.818 2.2

Income distribution 

 lowest 10% 

(1999) 

2.1% 
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 highest 10% 28.5% 

Consumer prices inflation RPI: 3% (2004), CPI: 1.6% (2004) 

Labour force composition 

 services 

 government 

 manufacturing/construction 

 energy 

 agriculture 

(2004) 

46% 

28% 

24% 

1% 

1% 

Industrial growth -0.3% (1999) 

Electricity production 382.7 TWh (2004) 

exports 0.77% 

Electricity production 

composition 

 fossil fuel 

 hydro 

 nuclear 

 renewables 

 imports 

(2004) 

74.13% 

1.1% 

19.26% 

3.55% 

1.96% 

Electricity consumption 337.4 TWh (2003) 

Electricity exports 2.959 TWh (2003) 

Electricity imports 5.119 TWh (2003) 

Agriculture products 
cereals, oilseed, potatoes, vegetables; cattle, sheep, 

poultry; fish 

Exported commodities 
manufactured goods, fuels, chemicals; food, 

beverages (notably Scotch whisky), tobacco 

Imported commodities manufactured goods, machinery, fuels; foodstuffs 
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Exports 

In 2007 UK exports were valued at £220bn. 

• Food and drink exports were valued at £9.7bn (2005) 

• UK total arms exports were valued at £7.1bn (2005) 

 UK export figures are boosted 10% by high levels of Missing trader fraud 

according to the Office for National Statistics 

Poverty 

In 2002 the percentage of population below the 'Poverty Line' (Household 

income below 60 per cent of median income) stood at 17%. This has fallen steadily 

over recent years to a low of 14% in 2006. the last year for which figures are 

available. 

Other statistics 

 

The neutrality of this article is disputed. 

Please see the discussion on the talk page. (May 2008) 

Please do not remove this message until the dispute is resolved. 

 
Some parts of this article may be misleading. 

Please help clarify this article. Suggestions may be on the talk page. 

Average total income of British people claiming Indian descent is higher 

than that of any other ethnic group in the UK at £30,211 (roughly $60,000, as of 

9/08) per annum as opposed to a fairly contemporary national average of $35,100 

(2007 est.) . One of the several possible theories for these relatively high 

comparative earnings among British Indians is that one in 20 Hindu British Indian 

men in the UK are doctors compared to 1 in 200 of 'indigenous' - ie: non-Hindu 

and non-Indian, presumably though by no-means necessarily 'white British'. [3] 

According to some demographic studies based on race and/or religion, Hindus 
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(along with Jews and Buddhists) are more likely to be found in traditional 

'professions' (managerial or professional occupations), though Jews are the most 

likely to be self-employed. Naturally, though, it is always important to bear in 

mind that the anecdotal conclusions to which these types of surveys lend 

themselves are often quite misleading. 

Notable British Indians or Indian nationals resident in Britain include 

putatively the "UK's richest man", Lakshmi Mittal, whose inclusion alone 

massages the percentage figure for wealth generation according to race or national 

origin significantly, and might distort any meaningful comparison of earning 

distribution studies based on potential race/religion/immigration deviations as a 

consequence - to the point where such interpretations become questionable. 

Figures do indicate, though, that the unemployment rate for British Indian men (at 

7 per cent) is almost identical to the figure for the indigenous population, though 

studies show that the white (indigenous) British population, in general, have a 

much lower unemployment rate than non-white and/or immigrant ethnic groups for 

a wide variety of reasons. 

Statistically, British males of Pakistani descent are the least economically 

affluent with the male unemployment rate running at between 16 and 20%. One in 

seven British males of Pakistani descent in employment was a taxi driver, cab 

driver or chauffeur, compared with 1 in 100 white British men, according to one 

such study, and over a quarter of Bangladeshi men were chefs, cooks or waiters 

compared with 1 in 100 white British men, the same report claims.  

Rank 
Average total income 

by ethnic group 
 

1 Indian £30,211
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2 Chinese £25,964

3 White £24,917

4 National average £24,756

5 Any other ethnic group £24,568

6 Black African £23,350

7 Black Caribbean £23,109

8 Bangladeshi £22,902

9 Pakistani £18,209
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Studies  in United Kingdom 

The British Education System 

Britain takes education seriously. Not only is it home to some of the

oldest and most famous school, colleges and universities in the world, but it

also had some of the newest innovative. Education issue are constantly are

discussed… not just among teachers but among parents and students  

 

The System 

Education requirements 

Education in the United Kingdom (UK) is compulsory for everyone between 

the ages of five and sixteen. This is the absolute minimum length of time that 

students attend educational establishments. Increasingly, children attend nursery 

schools at the age of three or four, and more Britons every year are staying in 
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education after the age of sixteen. Educational institutions are expanding fast to 

meet the increased demands.  

International students are welcome in all parts of the UK: England, Scotland, 

Wales and Northern Ireland. Each of the four countries has broadly the same 

structure of education and educational institutions. In Scotland, however, the 

system differs from the rest of the UK in a few significant respects.  

State and independent schools 

There are two parallel school systems in the UK.  

• The state system, where education is provided free  

• The independent system where parents normally pay fees.  

About one in thirteen of British school-age children (seven per cent, to be 

precise) goes through the independent system. International students under the age 

of sixteen normally go to one of the 2,400 independent schools, which include 

most of Britain’s famous and ancient schools.  

Britain has a National Curriculum - a statement of the minimum learning 

requirements of all children at each stage in their education. This curriculum is 

compulsory in the state system. Independent schools are not bound by it, but in 

practice most of them teach what the National Curriculum demands.  

  

Education after sixteen 

After the age of sixteen a student may legally leave school and start work. 

This is the point at which students have to make some serious decisions about their 

future.  
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• Do you want to go to a university or university sector college? 

In that case you will have more examinations to take.  

• Have you already decided what work you want to do? In that 

case you will need a vocational course designed to give you the necessary 

qualifications.  

Where to study 

• You can stay at your school. Most schools have what is called a 

sixth form, where you can continue to study in the same environment that 

you are used to.  

You can move to another school's sixth form. At this level schools tend to 

specialize, and you may find that the subjects you wish to study are not offered at 

your school, but that another suitable school does offer them.  

You can attend one of Britain's state-financed sixth-form colleges, or tertiary 

colleges (often called further education colleges).These are generally large, and 

can therefore offer a wide variety of courses.  

You can attend one of the independent sixth-form colleges. These will be 

much smaller institutions than the colleges in the state system.  

Your choice will depend partly on which institution offers the course you 

want.  

Further education 

Further education is the term used to describe education and training that 

take place after the school-leaving age of sixteen; it is a term normally abbreviated 

to FE. FE takes place in colleges, of which there are over six hundred spread across 

the UK. At the age of sixteen all UK students take GCSES, which will decide the 

path of study or training they will take from then on. Some students will:  
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• decide to stay on at school  

• go to college leave full-time education and get a job with 

                training provided.                         

About forty per cent go on to FE colleges from the state or independent 

sector.  

However, FE colleges are not just for school-leavers. These colleges provide 

education and training services for the whole of the community that they are part 

of.  They will also run courses for:  

• people who are in work and wish to continue their training  

• adults who wish to change their jobs or return to study  

• people who just want to have an enjoyable time learning a  

                    new subject or skill.                      

The majority of the FE provision in the UK comes under the direct 

responsibility of the state. The state also ensures the quality of the provision 

through an inspection system. Some independent schools also offer a post-sixteen 

programme. Most of these schools provide a range of A-levels or specially 

designed access courses offered in conjunction with higher education institutions.  

For independent colleges there is no compulsory accreditation scheme, but 

colleges can apply for accreditation to the British Accreditation Council for 

Independent Further and Higher Education (BACIFHE), or apply for membership 

of the Conference for independent Further Education (CIFE).The BACIFHE stamp 

of approval assures you that a college has an approved standard of teaching, 

facilities, buildings, pastoral care and management.  

Pathways 
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During your further education, you can follow three different pathways: 

academic, vocational and a 'middle' route. 

Academic pathway 

Students who choose this pathway want to go to a university or university 

sector college to do a degree. International students can choose further between a 

two-year or a one-year programme, depending on academic qualifications from 

their home country and their level of English. 

Vocational pathway 

Students who choose this path are those who wish to develop skills and 

knowledge in a specific work area and wish to become qualified in that area so that 

they can go to a job when they finish.  

Middle pathway 

Many colleges now offer the international student the opportunity to take a 

course that is a mix of both knowledge and skills. Students will have an 

opportunity to have some unpaid work experience as part of the course. This type 

of course will normally be for two years and will enable the student either to enter 

a university or university sector college for a degree programme or to enter work.  

What to study 

You can study any of the following types of course in the further education 

system - or you can mix and select from the range of options. The most commonly 

offered courses are listed below.  

A-level (Advanced level) 

These are the most commonly used entry requirement to British universities 

or university sector colleges, and students generally take them in two or three 
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subjects related to their intended degree course. A-level courses normally take two 

years, but at some places you can study them intensively for one year. 

AS-level (Advanced Supplementary level) 

This is considered to need half the teaching time of an A-level. Two AS-

levels are equivalent to one A-level. The AS-level was introduced in 1987 to 

reduce the amount of specialization at age sixteen.  

How to study 

You will find several different teaching approaches at further education 

institutions, and will probably have your own tutor who can offer help and 

guidance when needed. You can expect to spend a good deal of time with others, in 

classrooms (and laboratories, if you are studying a scientific subject).There will be 

the opportunity to do plenty of independent study in libraries (or learning resource 

centres, as libraries are now often known).  

  

Undergraduate Entry 

The two types of higher education institutions are:  

• universities, which have the power to award their own degrees 

at all levels  

• university sector colleges, some of which award their own 

degrees but the majority of which do so through a university.  

Entry requirements 

A-levels and AS-levels are still the most common entrance qualifications for 

students in the UK though most universities and university sector colleges now 

accept the IB and GNVQs as the equivalent of A-levels.  
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In the case of some students - generally adults returning to education after 

working - the universities and university sector colleges will accept a student 

without formal qualifications, provided the institution is satisfied that the student 

has a sufficient general standard of education and relevant working experience.  

If you have not been educated in Britain, you will need to check how the 

level you have reached corresponds to the British system. You may find that you 

have the equivalent of A-levels or that your qualifications are so good that you will 

be allowed to skip the first year, or even the first two years, of your higher 

education course (known as advanced entry) - but this is rare.  

Another factor influencing your application will be your level of English. 

All colleges will require a certain level of English competence, depending on the 

type of course applied for, and will test for English ability either in your own 

country or on arrival. Most institutions offer language support to international 

students alongside their educational course, as well as pre- sessional English 

programmes.  

It may be that the best solution will be an access or a foundation course, 

lasting from six months to a year, and probably offered at a further education 

college, but possibly at the university or university sector college itself.  

The applications procedure 

• Students usually begin their degree courses in September or 

October, and they need to apply in the autumn of the previous year.  

• Application is made through the Universities and Colleges 

Admissions Service (UCAS), which will forward your application to the 

institutions you select.  

• A university or university sector college will offer a place 

conditional to the student achieving certain grades at A-level (or an 

equivalent entry qualification).  
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• If the grade is not achieved the university or university sector 

college may still accept the student.  

• If the university or university sector college does not accept the 

student, UCAS will circulate the application to other institutions, which may 

still have places.  

Choosing an institution 

The UK has ninety universities and fifty-two higher education colleges, all 

of which offer high-quality degrees and diplomas to students from Britain and 

abroad.  

High standards 

All UK universities and some HE colleges have powers to award their own 

degrees and diplomas; other colleges offer the awards of an associated university 

or college.  

All UK institutions have formal policies and procedures for protecting the 

quality and standards of the programmes and qualifications that they offer. But in 

addition the quality of provision is carefully monitored by two sector-wide 

agencies:  

• the Higher Education Funding Councils (HEFCs), and  

• the Higher Education Quality Council (HEQC).  

The HEFCs carry out external assessments of the quality of teaching and 

learning in specific subject areas leading to published reports setting out the 

strengths and weaknesses of the subject provider concerned.  

The HEQC carries out external audits of the means by which institutions 

assure themselves and external stakeholders about the quality of their programmes 

and awards. Once again, these lead to published reports. HEQC has recently issued 
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a code of practice setting out the steps institutions need to take in partnerships with 

universities and colleges in other countries.  

In Autumn 1997, these activities were brought together in a single body, the 

Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA).The QAA will also take 

forward HEQC's development work on academic standards.  

A number of other codes of practice complement that drawn up by 

HEQC.These include codes published by the Committee of Vice-Chancellors and 

Principals and by the Education Counselling Service of the British 

Council.Together these codes help to ensure that international students at UK 

institutions are recruited properly and are treated well. 

Diversity 

Britain's higher education institutions are similar in that all their degrees are 

reputable, yet they are also as diverse as it is possible to be - they date from 

different centuries, and all have their unique specialisms and strengths as these 

examples show.  

• The ancient universities are over five hundred years old, while 

the most recent campus opened in September 1996.  

• The big city universities were mostly founded towards the end 

of the last century.  

• In the 1960s came a new generation of universities which still 

occupy spacious campuses, generally standing amid rolling countryside. 

Many of these universities pioneered the development of rnodular courses 

offering degrees that cover related subjects.  

• The most recent generation of universities and university sector 

colleges dates from 1992, when thirty polytechnics were granted university 

status. Polytechnics had been founded in the 1960s to offer university-level 

education mainly to those in their immediate locality. Giving them 
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university charters was recognition that they were equals of the established 

universities, but often with a wider choice of vocational courses.  

• There is one entirely private university - the University of Buckingham - 

which has a Royal Charter and the same high- quality degree qualifications 

as all other British higher education institutions.  

• Some higher education institutions specialize in offering distance learning 

courses, often providing a second-chance education for adults who did not 

go on to higher education at school-leaving age.  

• Some higher education institutions specialize in offering vocational courses 

in specific fields. Art and design colleges are an example of this.  

Worldwide reputation 

A British qualification can add values to your curriculum vitae qualifications 

have an excellent reputation around the world, but you need to be sure you are 

doing the right degree at the right institution for you. Careful research using this 

Guide and other sources available at your nearest British Council office will help 

you make the right choice. 

Studying for a degree 

• Studying for your first degree can take three years for an honours 

          degree. 

• Some degree courses take four years to complete, and some even longer than 

that. A course that includes study overseas (e.g. a language course is likely 

to take more than three years.  

• A course that includes a significant amount of work experience  is likely to 

take more than three years. 

The following are examples of first degrees:  
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• Bachelor of Arts (BA)  

• Bachelor of Education (BEd)  

• Bachelor of Engineering (BEng)  

• Bachelor of Law (LLB)  

• Bachelor of Medicine (MB) . 

• Bachelor of Science (BSc).  

You may be able to study for a Higher National Diploma (HND) instead of a 

degree. HNDs are normally two-year full-time courses n scientific, technical and 

business subjects. At the end of the course there is the possiblity of transferring to 

the relevant degree course and, after another year's study, this may result in  HND 

becoming a degree.  

Subjects studied can be:  

• vocational (medicine, engineering and law for example)  

• academic (philosophy, literature or history for example).  

Degrees are classified in the following ways:  

• a first-class degree  

• upper second-class degree  

• lower second-class degree  

• third-class degree or pass.  

Many UK universities have links with European universities, and run 

exchange schemes with them.This means that you may have the opportunity to 

study for part of the course at university in another European country. For 

vocational courses, most institutions arrange work experience for their students.  

Teaching and assessment methods 

How do you study for a degree? You will find a mixture of the following 

teaching methods:  
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• lectures - delivered by academics to fairly large numbers of 

undergraduates  

• seminars - these consist of a small group meeting with the 

lecturer to talk through aspects of the subject in detail, and 

provide a valuable chance for students to get to know teachers 

and for lecturers to give their students individual attention  

• tutorials - opportunities for one or two students to extend and 

review their work with a tutor.  

Assessment methods reflect the different styles of teaching and 

learning. The most common approaches include:  

• written examinations - either at the end of each year or only in 

the final year  

• continuous assessment - a combination of written work, 

performance in seminars, and end-of-year examinations  

• written examination plus dissertation (a written thesis, often 

based on original research)  

• oral assessment - on the basis of your spoken contribution to 

seminars and tutorials  

• a combination of all these.  

After your degree 

Students with good degrees can go on to a postgraduate or higher degree. 

There is no absolute criterion allowing students to proceed to postgraduate studies 

and much will depend on the work experience of applicants.  

Generally, international students will be expected to have the equivalent of a 

second-class honours degree or better.  

Postgraduate study can lead to:  
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• a postgraduate diploma (normally aimed at a professional 

qualification, and normally a one-year taught course)  

• a master's degree, such as an MA or MSc (normally a course 

lasts for one year, and can be either a taught course, or a piece 

of original research, or both)  

• an MPhil, or a doctorate, normally a PhD (awarded only after 

an approved piece of original research)  

• study in a subject in depth for its own sake, or using 

postgraduate work to train for a profession (accountancy, 

architecture, banking and law have very specific requirements 

laid down by the relevant professional bodies).  

Frequently, a taught master's degree will lead to the chance to do some 

original research, perhaps at PhD level.  

MBAs 

A career in business may well be helped by studying for the increasingly 

popular and prestigious MBA (Master of Business Administration).You do not 

have to take business studies as your first degree to do the MBA, but you do 

normally have to have some substantial work experience (usually three to five 

years).  

Most employers expect the holder of an MBA to:  

• have an international outlook  

• be able to speak the world's key business language  

• have a real understanding of business and management.  

MBA students will often specialize in one of several aspects of business.  

The British MBA has gained increasing respect internationally, and is 

increasingly an international qualification with an international reputation. The 
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Association of MBAs says that more than half its members work outside the UK at 

some point.  

At many institutions more than half the MBA students are from overseas. 

Last year, twenty-seven countries were represented on the Manchester MBA 

course.  

Britain has over one hundred institutions offering the MBA. At most of 

them, it is a full-time one-year course, which means it can be completed more 

quickly than in many other countries. But at some institutions, it takes a little 

longer. It can also be studied part time or by distance learning, over a longer 

period.  

British MBAs come in all shapes and sizes. Some institutions will put 

together tailor-made cornpany-specific MBAS. Some will offer MBA courses 

angled towards a particular specialism - in accounting, say, or environmental 

management or international finance. Some can be studied part time or by distance 

learning. What they have in common is that they are all well regarded 

internationally, and they increase your chance of well-paid employment.  

It was in the 1980s that the British MBA really flourished, and for most of 

that decade Britain produced as many MBAs as the whole of the rest of Europe put 

together. Many industrialists believe that British MBA courses are more practical, 

and less purely academic, than MBAs in other parts of Europe.  

The British MBA has a good employment record. A recent survey of 

members of the Association of MBAs revealed that their average age was thirty-

nine and their average salary was 39,000. Nearly half of them are either board 

directors or senior managers.  

Professional Qualifications 
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Most professions in the UK have an organization which sets standards and 

examinations for entry. There are about four hundred such bodies. Examples are:  

• surveying (The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors) .  

• public relations (The Institute of Public Relations)  

• accountancy (there are separate Institutes of Chartered 

Accountancy for England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland plus 

The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA),The Chartered 

Institute of Management and Administrators (ICSA)).  

Some professions may only legally be practised by people with the 

appropriate qualifications: architecture, medicine and dentistry, for example.  

Examinations for entry to a profession can sometimes be taken at different 

levels, depending on the level at which you enter the profession. You may be able 

to take a qualification at eighteen to enter some professions, for example, while a 

degree is the minimum entry qualification for others. International students who 

wish to train for a profession should contact the relevant professional body. You 

should also check that the qualification is accepted in your home country. 

Distance learning 

The defining feature of distance learning is that you do not need to attend the 

awarding university/institution in person. This style of study is not new. The 

University of London established its External Programme in 1858 to make its 

degrees accessible to students who, for one reason or another, could not come to 

London to study, and since the turn of the century, many professional 

organizations have offered qualifications by correspondence. In 1966 the Open 

University was formed and now a growing number of other UK institutions are 

offering you the chance to study without leaving your home.  
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Distance learning suits people for many different reasons but is ideal, for 

instance, if you have family commitments or if your job requires regular travel or 

irregular working hours. In most cases you have the choice of when to study and 

how quickly you progress through the programme. Some programmes have 

minimum and maximum study times (one university allows its undergraduates up 

to eight years in which to complete their degree). Many business people have 

obtained professional qualifications while still keeping up a  schedule of travel and 

work. 

 

                                   British Universities 

       Tuition Fees 

The list of British Universities includes the institutions of higher learning in 

three kingdoms: England, Scotland and Wales. Every university in Britain is either 

established through Royal Charter or by an Act of Parliament. Students studying at 

British government funded universities are required to pay a subsidized education 

fee. Privately funded universities like the University of Buckingham require the 

students to pay full and unsubsidized tuition fees. The fees are generally much 

higher and may only be affordable to students coming from a privileged 

background.  Postgraduate tuition  fees are,  however, offset  by  a large number of  

scholarships available. 

Tuition funding for studying in British universities are different for persons 

coming in from within the European Union or EU and from outside the EU. EU 

students are  permitted to do part-time work  to augment their external funding 

sources for costs of study and stay in Britain. 

Wide Choice of Subjects to Study 

The Universities in Britain attract a large number of students from all over 

the world. This is due  to  the  high quality of  teaching that  is  imparted  to  the 
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students  from these  acclaimed  learning institutions.  Ancient  universities  like 

Cambridge and Oxford also carry along  with them a formidable  reputation that 

date back to centuries. Specialized universities like Southampton University exist 

to  cater  to  students  interested in more job-oriented disciplines like Engineering 

and technology.  

         The wide domain of subjects offered in Britain Universities include Art and 

design (drama, music, architecture), Engineering ( Chemical, Civil, Electrical and 

electronic,  General,  Materials,  Mechanical),   Humanities  (American  studies, 

Archeology, Anthropology, Business and management studies, Classics, English, 

Education, History and history of art, Theology, Philosophy). Great importance is 

also  given  to  subjects   like   Linguistics, medical  sciences,  physical  and social 

sciences like economics, politics and tourism and media studies.  

           The British universities permit the students to form student unions. These 

unions form a democratic way to communicate the students' point of view to the 

university authorities.   

 
 

 

                                                Cambridge University 

 

 

           Cambridge  University  is  regarded  as one of  the  more prestigious 

universities in the world. This British university is known for its high quality of 

teaching. Admission to Cambridge University is a more selective process 

compared to its British peer universities.  

Structure of Cambridge University 

 
The University of Cambridge is a collegiate university and consists of 

university departments and colleges affiliated to the university. The Cambridge 

colleges enjoy a high degree of autonomy and possess the right to select students 
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independent of core Cambridge University directives. There are 31 colleges 

affiliated to the University of Cambridge. Some Cambridge colleges like 

Newnham, Lucy Cavendish and New Hall exclusively admit women students. 

Most of the Cambridge University colleges, however, admit students of both 

sexes. All Cambridge University graduates are authorized to write “Cantab” after 

their names as a mark of pride after they pass out from the premier institution.  

 

 

 

Admissions 

Admission to Cambridge University is a rigorous process. All Britain 

resident applicants are required to apply through UCAS. The potential candidate 

is also required to fill up the Cambridge Admissions Form or CAF. The CAF 

compels the students to state in detail their previous academic scores. The 

applicant may also have to pass a test that includes unexamined subjects like 

emotional intelligence related questions. Face to face interviews are also taken. 

Less than 20% of the total student applicants are permitted to study in the 

university. Postgraduate students are not required to take any test. They are 

judged solely on the basis of their previous academic achievements.  

Core subjects taught 

 
The University of Cambridge is well known for its excellence on science 

subjects. The subjects taught include biomedicine, technology and the natural 

sciences subjects. This emphasis has resulted in a number of its graduates 

becoming Noble Laureates in their respective fields. The list of famous Cantab 

personalities includes the likes of Alan Turing, Isaac Newton, Paul Dirac, and 

Jane Goodall. The partial list of Cambridge colleges includes:  
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• Trinity  

• Downing  

• Gonville & Caius  

• Jesus  

• St John's  

• Christ's  

• Clare Hall  

• King's  

• Fitzwilliam  

• Clare  

 

Silicon Fen 

 
 

The University of Cambridge has encouraged the development of high 

technology commercial enterprises in and around the Cambridge region. The 

Cambridge region is also known by its nickname “Silicon Fen” due to the large 

number of cutting edge Information Technology companies present in the 

outskirts of Cambridge city. The Cambridge hinterland has seen massive 

investments from Venture Capitalists or VC's since the late 1980's.  

 

Sports Culture 

 
 

Cambridge  University has  a  thriving sports  culture. The aquatic sport of 

rowing is synonymous with the university.  Other popular  sports  include cricket, 

rugby,  and  chess.  Drama  societies like the Amateur Dramatic Club provide the 

incubation period for many a budding thespian.  
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          The   ceremonial  head  of  Cambridge  University  is   represented  by  the 

Chancellor. The present Chancellor  is the Duke of  Edinburgh.  The university is 

administered   by   the  Vice-Chancellor.   Professor    Alison   Richard    is   the  

current Vice-Chancellor  of Cambridge University.  
 

 

Oxford University 

 

 

          It is a dream for millions of students across the globe to be a part of the 

esteemed Oxford University. One of the most famous universities in Britain as 

well as  in the  world, the  University of Oxford is known for the heritage and 

quality of education. It renders high-class education and related facilities that 

blend to make it a formidable name in the international educational arena. The 

vibrant multi-ethnic student community of Oxford makes it a wonderful place 

for   students  to  live  and   learn. The  Oxford  University  has  an  illustrious 

historical  background   that  dates  back  to  the  11th century.  Teachers  and 

scholars from all around Europe gathered at the place to disseminate education 

to the students, right from the beginning of its establishment.  

 

         Oxford University in Britain is a collegiate university offering graduate 

as well  as  post-graduate degrees  to  the  students. There  are also doctoral as 

well  as  research-based  programs   that  are  carried  on  in  this   renowned 

university. There are 39 colleges under the direct administration of the Oxford 

University,   which  mainly  offer  under-graduate   courses  to  the  students. 

Apart from  the  colleges, there are permanent  private  halls  that  have their 

unique set of structures and activities  and events. After graduation, students 

can  opt   for post-graduation  courses.  However, the university also accepts 

fresh applications for post-graduate levels.  
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          At the undergraduate level, there are almost 80 subjects that are taught 

to the students. These  courses span for  a  period of four years. Some of the 

subjects that are taught are as follows:  

• Classics and English  

• Engineering Science  

• Engineering, Economics and Management  

• Geography  

• English Language and Literature  

• Modern Languages  

• Mathematics and Computer Science  

• Oriental Studies  

• Psychology, Philosophy and Physiology  

• Theology  

• Philosophy, Politics and Economics  

• History and Modern Languages  

• Materials, Economics and Management  

• History and Politics  

• Law  

• Classics and Oriental Studies  

• Experimental Psychology  

• Fine Art  

• Mathematics and Statistics  

• Physics and Philosophy  

• Music  

• History and Economics  

Post-graduate   courses   at   the   Oxford  University   of   Britain    are 

being constantly developed as per the requests and demands from the students 

as well as from the  various  service  sectors.  With the traditional subjects new 

subjects like  Global Governance  and Diplomacy,   Biomedical   Engineering,  
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Nanotechnology,  Mathematical  and  Computational  Finance,  English   and 

American  Studies,   African   Studies,   Modern   Japanese   Studies,   Film  

Aesthetics,   Financial  Economics, Medicinal   Chemistry   for   Cancer   and   

Clinical   Embryology  are also being introduced into the curriculum. Most of 

the students, who pursue a postgraduate degree from the Oxford University, 

Britain, are not from UK. There are also part time postgraduate   courses  that  

can  be pursued  from this university in Britain. Almost 20,000  students  are  

presently   enrolled  with   the  Oxford   University   of   Britain  at   various 

undergraduate, post graduate, doctoral and research levels.  

 

           Research works are   the most  important part of the Oxford University 

in Britain. There  are  innumerable  research  projects  that   are carried  on  in 

this   university. Presently, there  are more  numbers  of  research staffs in the 

university    than   normal   teaching    staffs.   Around   3000    postgraduate   

students   are   also involved   with  the   process of research in the university. 

Oxford  University  earns  millions of   pounds  annually   from  the  various  

research-based programs. The research programs are based on topics ranging  

from  arts  to   general  science, from   medical   science  to   space   science,    

from   humanities  to social  and   environmental   science,  from  psychology   

to  philosophy  and  so  on. Many internationally renowned research scholars  

belong  to   the  Oxford   University   in  Britain.  There   are  many   noble   

laureates,   who  belong  to  the  Oxford  University  and   have  made  a place 

for themselves in the international academic arena.  

 

        Scholarships and fellowships are an integral part of the curriculum of the 

Oxford   University.  Scholarships   are  granted  to  the students,  who  exhibit 

extraordinary  performances or to needy students. There are stipends as well as 

other   monetary  benefits  that  are  provided  to  the  research  scholars in the 

university.  
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         The  Oxford  University  has  made  a global impact. There  are around 

30  presidents and  prime  ministers in  the world,  who  have  received their 

education  from   this   esteemed  university.  Apart   from    this,  25  British  

prime ministers   have  also  completed   their  education  from  Oxford. The  

English  language has been   made easier  and more acceptable to the  masses 

by  Oxford. The  dictionaries  and  books  that  are  published  by  the  Oxford 

University Press  have  helped  in making English a much convenient and easy 

language to non-English speakers.  

 

        International collaborations have always acquired an important   place in 

the University of  Oxford. There are several  universities across the  world and 

many other types of organizations to which the university is associated. Being 

a   member of    various  international  organizations  of   universities,  Oxford  

University  is a  member of other associations too that  include the following:  

• LERU: the League of European Research Universities  

• The European Universities Association  

• IARU: the International Alliance of Research Universities  

• The COIMBRA Group of Universities  

• The Europaeum  

Oxford  University at  Britain also  takes  care  of recruiting   graduates 

and postgraduates  as and  when  required. The  Careers   Service  is an active 

organization   that  helps   in  the   recruitment  process. The  students  of   the 

Oxford University can avail this opportunity free of cost. Vacancies in various 

posts are advertised to the students absolutely free of cost.  

 

         The Museums and Collections of the  Oxford  University are worth a 

mention here. The museums are  frequented by  large   numbers of   people 

annually.  The museums provide detailed information regarding the various 

fields in which  the   university  works.  There  are  specimens  and  articles 
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present  in these museums, which  are found  nowhere  else in  the  world.  

Some of  the popular museums in the Oxford University are as follows:  

• Pitt Rivers Museum  

• Bate Collection of Musical Instruments  

• Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archaeology  

• University of Oxford Botanic Garden  

• Bodleian Library Exhibitions  

• University Museum of Natural History  

• Harcourt Arboretum  

• The Museum of the History of Science  

There are both on-campus and off-campus accommodation facilities for 

the students. Innumerable international students are enrolled in this university 

and for them seeking accommodation is not a problem at all. There are shared 

apartments as well as self-catering accommodation facilities that are available 

for the students. Halls of residence as well as hostels are also preferred modes 

of accommodation of the students.  
 

 

University of London 

 

 

         One of the best universities in Britain, the University of London has gained 

reputation for rendering one of the best educational facilities to the local as well as 

international students. It is one of the ancient universities in the country and 

provides world-class education in a wide range of subjects. Established in the year 

1836 by the Royal Charter, the University of London in Britain has become a 

pioneering institution in imparting higher education to the students.  

 

          The University of London has 19 colleges, which are self-governed 
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institutions. Apart from these colleges there are also institutes that are related to 

the School of Advanced Studies in the university. The university has more than   

1,15,000 students enrolled in the various programs that are offered by the 

university. There are various levels at which education can be sought at the 

University of London, Britain. Apart from offering undergraduate, postgraduate 

and research degrees, the university also grants diplomas and certificate courses to 

the students in a wide array of subjects. Some of the reputed colleges of the 

University of London are as follows:  

• London Business School  

• The School of Pharmacy  

• The Royal Veterinary College  

• London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine  

• The Central School of Speech and Drama  

• Institute of Education  

• London School of Economics and Political Science  

• The School of Oriental and African Studies  

• Heythrop College  

• King’s College London  

• Royal Academy of Music  

• The Institute of Cancer Research  

• Royal Holloway, University of London  

The School of Advanced Study also has many institutes under its 

administration. Some of them can be enlisted as follows:  

• Institute of Germanic & Romance Studies  

• Institute of Commonwealth Studies  

• Institute for the Study of the Americas  

• Institute of Musical Research  

• Institute of Classical Studies  



 

66 
 

• Institute of Historical Research  

• Institute of English Studies  

• Warburg Institute  

• Institute of Advanced Legal Studies  

• Institute of Philosophy  

The subjects that are taught at various levels in the university are 

categorized under broad headings that include the following:  

 Medical and Related Disciplines  

 Engineering  

 Languages / Cultural Studies  

 Physical Sciences  

 Laws  

 Education  

 Social Studies  

 Life Sciences  

 Humanities  

The students enrolled in the postgraduate studies at the university are 

eligible for certain advantages and privileges. They have the facility of accessing 

the various libraries, archives, galleries and research institutes for their studies. 

International students can also apply directly for the postgraduate courses in the 

university. Excellence in research projects is also a highlight feature of this 

university. There are innumerable research projects on which the research scholars 

work day and night. Many postgraduate students are also involved directly with 

the research works. This university ranks highly in the various Research 

Assessments that are carried out al throughout United Kingdom. The research 

library of the University of London needs a special mention in this regard as it 

houses one of the largest collections of science and humanities books.  

          The University of London also has distance education programs for students, 
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who cannot attend regular classes. The courses of study are almost the same as 

regular students. Distance education facilities facilitate students to get the degree 

of their choice from the universities of their choice, without attending regular 

classes.  

           The students at the University of London also actively participate in the 

various co-curricular activities that are arranged by the student’s union. There are 

musical programs, sports, student societies and many more activities and events 

that are hosted by the Students’ Union annually. There is also a private health club 

that is owned and managed by the Students’ Union of the University of London. 

Inter-college and inter-university competitions are also arranged for cultural 

intermixing.  

          International Hall in the University of London, Britain, is the best place to 

seek accommodation for the students. This is mostly preferred by the 

undergraduates and postgraduate students enrolled in the university. Off-campus 

accommodation facilities are also available in abundance near the university 

campus. Most of these accommodation services come in the form of shared rooms, 

apartments, self-catering residences and paying guest services.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


